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 “At last, like some oracle that speaks once a year, Vimes said,” I 
don’t trust you, Mr De Worde. And I’ve just realized why. It’s not 
that you are going to cause trouble. Dealing with trouble is my job, 
it’s what I get paid for, that’s why they give me an armour allowance. 
I have to answer for what I do…But who are you responsible to?” “I 
suppose I’m answerable to the truth, sir.” “Oh, really? How, exactly?” 
“Sorry?” “If you tell lies, does the truth come and smack you in the 
face? I’m impressed. Ordinary everyday people like me are responsible 
to other people …you are answerable to the truth. Amazing. What’s 
its address? Does it read the paper?” “She, sir.”  said Sergeant Angua. 
“There’s a goddess of truth, I believe.”  “Can’t have many followers, 
then,” said Vimes. “Except our friend here.” He stared at William 
again over the top of his fingers, and once again the wheels turned” 
–The Truth Terry Pratchett [Corgi books 2001].

For: ‘Commander Vimes’ & the other unknown watchers who serve and 
protect not for fame or fortune, but because it’s just the right thing to do, 

and that is the truth.
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Foreword 

There are several reasons why I wrote this sequel to State Secrets. 
The first was to cover a number of events which were looked at in 
State Secrets but which needed to be updated, as since that time I 
have received additional information which either corroborates claims 
made in State Secrets, or provides additional sources. 

I also chose to update State Secrets in place of re-editing it (which it 
badly needed) in light of the fact that I am no longer writing under 
the umbrella of Howling at the Moon publishers, or Ian Wishart. No 
big dramas there, Ian and I simply have come to look at the world 
from different perspectives and view points. In saying that, this story 
deals with an issue first raised in a book written by Ian (The Paradise 
Conspiracy). Ian Wishart also helped to edit and even contributed to 
State Secrets, after which I wrote a number of related stories for his 
magazine, ‘Investigate’, so his name does feature on occasions in this 
book as well. To those who perhaps are not Wishart’s biggest fans, I 
simply ask you to bear in mind the following cliché, “don’t throw the 
baby out with the bath water”.

Yet besides additional information, re-editing and turning over a new 
(publishing) leaf, I chose to write this book as there were, so I believed, 
important issues which still needed to be addressed. When I wrote State 
Secrets in 1998, several experienced, well known journalists would 
remark that there was no organised crime in New Zealand, and that my 
book would never be published. When it was first published in 1999 
there were snorts of derision from some quarters regarding the claims 
that military weapons had been smuggled though Tiwai Point near 
Bluff in the South Island; that under age prostitution was taking place 
in Christchurch; that gangs were getting hold of automatic weapons; 
that arms were flooding into the Pacific, and that political violence 
was likely to erupt in the near future in such nations as Fiji and the 
Soloman Islands as a result of this small arms weapons proliferation. 

Yet by 2000 a number of events took place which showed that my 



sources had been accurate, my interpretation of political events correct, 
and that I had done - as I had claimed - my homework. That year 
the New Zealand Police released their findings of their first survey 
into organised crime which showed that, as I had stated, organised 
crime and its subsequent corruption of government agencies in NZ 
was a significant problem. These days, Christchurch under-age 
prostitution hits the headlines every six months or so (but still no one 
does anything about it), and political violence in the Pacific has indeed 
been accepted, sadly, as a common reality, a viewpoint shaped largely 
by events in Fiji and the Soloman Islands. Indeed the former Minister 
of Disarmament and Arms Control Matt Robinson’s 2000 statement 
on weapons proliferation in the Pacific, is almost a precise echo of my 
own introduction in State Secrets. Meanwhile closer to home, Police 
Detective Darryl Brazier is but one source in the NZ police who will 
now openly admit to journalists who ask, that yes, my claims that 
gangs have access to automatic weapons, is correct. Mind you it’s a 
claim which the police can hardly deny any more as TV/newspaper 
footage of weapons seized during P lab raids is increasingly showing 
how gang weaponry is becoming more and more advanced ( in one 
case, a Sunday paper would capture a South Auckland dairy being 
held up with an Uzi).

 Likewise, since State Secrets was published, a former undercover 
police intelligence agent, Pat O’Brien, has come forward to confirm 
that in the seventies, arms “by the container load” did roll through 
Tiwai as stated in my book. Several other readers of State Secrets 
also continued to provide information on the Mr Asia drug ring, its 
connection to powerful New Zealanders, and the cold war politics of 
the seventies, which until today has largely been a closely guarded 
State Secret. 

The point behind all of this is not to say, “ I told you so!”  but to 
raise the point that events such as the political destabilisation of the 
Soloman Islands (linked to events like the Century Arms weapon 
shipment in the late nineties), could have been avoided if NZ’s own 
media had given it the attention it deserved. The same prognostics, for 



the Pacific, hold for the material covered in this book now.

The final reason that I have chosen this time period to release this 
sequel, is that in 2006 - less than two political elections away - the 
moratorium on mining will come to an end in Antarctica in 2011. By 
this time the USA will have finished building a 1600 km highway, 
which covers territory claimed by NZ, connecting it to a brand new 
base (whose communication equipment alone exceed $500 million) 
and falls under the military jurisdiction of the US Navy’s new 
Antarctic Command). The possibility that our back door will become 
open to mineral exploration, coincides with the possibility that NZ 
may harbor substantial natural gas and oil reserves in the Southern 
Basin. Regardless of the actual outcome of either of these two events, 
the likelihood is that in the interim a number of factions associated 
with property speculation, will become increasing interested in the 
domestic politics of NZ and the mechanics by which New Zealand’s 
economy works. At such a delicate time, New Zealanders need to be 
aware of the real politics that may shape our nation’s future. This book 
talks of arms trafficking and money laundering via property deals and 
foreign investment. If wielded correctly, these too can be powerful 
and effective economic weapons designed to wage war on a country’s 
sovereignty.  

Once upon a time we hated our isolation and our lack of sophistication. 
These days, as I look over the horizon to what tomorrow may bring us, 
I find that I would gladly exchange all the cappuccinos in Queenstown 
for just a few less foreign billionaires and a government which might 
very well be boring, but would at least be one I knew could be trusted 
not to sell the country for thirty pieces of silver.





Contents

Introduction:

Chapter 1: Here comes the Hizbollah

Chapter 2: Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap

Chapter 3: Who Cares Win’s

Chapter 4: The Taliban’s Favorite Gun Runner

Chapter 5: The Lords of War

Chapter 6: Aotearoa Arms Incorporated 

Chapter 7: The Sum of All Fears (the movie version) 

Chapter 8: Thirty Pieces of Silver

Chapter 9:  The I Love You Long Time Long Con

Chapter 10: The Brotherhood of the Rose

Chapter 11: The Usual Suspects

page 13

page  19

page 31

page 45

page 53

page 77

page 95

page 117

page 130

page 146

page 190

page 222





Introduction
“On the night Paul White died, he took a baseball bat to the hard drive of 
his computer” - Source describing the actions of a former National MP. 

Please allow me to introduce myself. I’m a man of wealth and taste. I’ve 
been around for a long, long time” – ‘Sympathy for the Devil’ (Ozzy 
Osbourne).

On 28th of March 2004, New Zealanders opened their Sunday Times 
to the allegation by Hamid Mir, a Pakistani journalist, (renowned 
internationally for his contact with Al Quaeda) that no less than Osama 
Bin Laden’s second in command, Dr Al Zawahiri, (the former head of 
the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood and head of the Muslim Brigades 
during the Bosnian conflict), had come to N.Z. on two occasions, 
traveling under the name of ‘Peter’. Though officials in Australia and 
N.Z. were sceptical, N.Z.’s Prime Minister, Helen Clark, admitted that 
the allegations, “could not be ruled out” altogether. 

At this point, you might assume that the media would have been keen 
to hear from anyone who could corroborate Mir’s astounding claims. 
Sadly, this assumption would be erroneous. Time and time again, 
when I approached journalists working for radio, television or the daily 
newspapers, with a comprehensive history of the Muslim Brigade’s 
link to N.Z., I would be struck by nothing less than a complete lack 
of interest. 

Either the journalists in question were unable to comprehend the details 
they were being given or, without examining the evidence presented, 
would patronisingly dismiss the claims, assuming that I was a card 
carrying member of the ‘tin-foil hat brigade’. It made no difference 
that my central points were backed up by photographic evidence; 
statements made by named high ranking N.Z. officials; the findings of 
internationally recognised terrorism and intelligence experts (regularly 
used by the N.Z. media when reporting on such subjects), or even that 
I had a strong track record of putting out such allegations in print 
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(subject to defamation action) only to be proved time and time again, 
in hindsight, to have been completely correct. 

In the case of the T.V. programme ‘20/20 N.Z’, it would not make 
a difference when I pointed out that film footage corroborating my 
claims could be obtained from ‘20/20 UK’, the English arm of the 
franchise having already spent considerable resources in 1998, on their 
own investigation of arms dealers supplying terrorists and war lords 
internationally, including a man previously named publicly by Charles 
Sturt, the former head of N.Z.’s ‘elite’ law enforcement agency, the 
Serious Fraud office (SFO), in 1995, as having been “heavily backed 
by the CIA.” 

Sturt had exposed the man’s CIA pedigree as way of explanation, as to 
why the SFO would not be seeking extradition for this individual’s role 
in embezzling more than 12 million dollars, if he ever surfaced again. 
This would be the same man who English journalists were claiming 
was responsible for shipping weapons to the “Mujahedin”.
 
Overseas, the central characters who emerge in this story, are regularly 
making the headlines, but here in N.Z., an aircraft  associated with a 
man known internationally as the “Taliban’s Favorite Gun-Runner”, 
(whose life story would serve as the basis for motion picture ‘Lord 
of War’, directed by New Zealander, Andrew Niccol) could load up  
NZ soldiers, and take them to fight the Taliban in Afghanistan, and 
no one would lift so much as an eyebrow - not even when the very 
aircraft used to ferry kiwi troops, had a history of  breaching UN 
arms embargoes on no less than three occasions. Likewise, it made 
no difference when the ‘Taliban’s Favorite Gun-Runner’, would be 
named in overseas media reports as having been involved in the theft 
of more than 250,000 AK47’s. The weapons being diverted, the media 
believed, so that they ended up in the hands of Al Quaeda guerrillas 
fighting in Iraq. 

In the end, I was left with the impression that  N.Z.’s media seems to 
be marred by a complete inferiority complex that dictated that no real 
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news ever takes place in N.Z., and the fallacy that ‘real stories’ were 
only ever broken by the ‘big boys’. In some ways this point can be 
corroborated. Go to your international section of your local newspaper 
and try to find one story with a N.Z. by-line. Once upon a time, a 
N.Z. current affairs producer would be given a reasonable budget 
and timeframe: during the seventies and eighties, current affairs 
programmes of the same ilk as ‘Sixty Minutes’, ‘Foreign Affairs’, 
‘Assignment’ and ‘Eye Witness,’ would produce some fine pieces of 
investigative journalism. 

These days, the standard tripe tends to come in the form of interviews 
with Hollywood stars or segments produced overseas, often on matters 
totally unrelated to N.Z. itself. Media wise, our focus is on the northern 
hemisphere and our current affairs diet consists of products produced 
in the northern hemisphere by those whose perspective is shaped by 
living in the northern hemisphere. Subsequently, N.Z. has come to 
internationally view itself as it appears to those from the northern 
hemisphere: a small backwater where nothing ever happens. In fact, 
this is simply not true. 

Too bad the only time the Solomon’s or East Timor hit the headlines 
is when something goes boom, though often the circumstances could 
have been nipped in the bud if only we kiwis were given the material 
in advance, to let us be aware of the problems which are increasingly 
advancing on both our front and back doors. Case in point, in 1999, 
I released my book, ‘State Secrets’, where I reported on events in 
the Solomon Islands and Fiji relating to the proliferation of small 
arms in this region. My forecast of escalating violence was treated 
as conspiracy theory, though by 2001, the Minister for Disarmament, 
Mat Robinson, would almost word for word repeat the warning I had 
made in the introduction to ‘State Secrets’ I, the frustrating thing being, 
that much of what I was saying was already a matter of public record. 
All I had done was to keep track of these ‘parts’ and to familiarise 
myself with the security issues facing our region, something I have 
been specialising in since my days at university.
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 By simply using the format of old fashioned academic research, 
coupled with a few chance encounters, my little weekly publication, 
‘DEADLINE’, has in the last three years, repeatedly scooped the 
‘big boys’ on a number of security related stories, including the 
aforementioned N.Z. Al Qaeda connection. What’s more, while the 
army of flunkies at TV3 (whose primary job it seems is to keep John 
Campbell away from the great unwashed) were rolling their eyes at 
such reports, the signals I was receiving from the defence community 
were that my little publication ‘DEADLINE’, rough and ready as only 
a publication produced by a dyslexic can be, was making certain parties 
nervous. So sure, I can’t spell for shit (thank god for sub-editors) 
but the feedback I get from those who are versed in security issues 
constantly confirms that my bullets hit the mark. For example, in late 
November 2003, after a story looking at the New Zealand Special Air 
services’ (NZSAS) role in Afghanistan, where I investigated claims 
that NZSAS troops were acting as armed air marshals on overseas 
airlines, DEADLINE was contacted between 8am and 10am, on a 
Monday morning, by Wing Commander John Seaward, spokesman 
for Defence Public Relations - Defence Headquarters. The call came 
not long after I had previously read key elements to Seaward, partly 
seeking a response to the allegations, and partly wanting to see what 
would fall out of a coconut tree if I hit it really, really hard. 

With each call I responded with the same answer, ‘that I was currently 
busy and that I would call back’. It became plainer that HQ’s was keen 
to talk to me, overly keen. 

Finally, at ten, when the third call came through, I was ready to find out 
what all the fuss was behind Seaward’s urgent need to contact me. I was 
told that Defence HQ’s were seeking a back issue of ‘DEADLINE’. 
“Fine”, I responded, always happy to oblige Her Majesty’s Service, 
“what copy was Seaward seeking?” I asked. Despite the desperate 
urgency to obtain such a copy, Seaward began playing coy and was 
surprisingly unable to tell me precisely which one he needed. 

Sensing the opportunity to get at least confirmation of the Defence 
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Department’s interest in my work, I suggested to Seaward that I send 
him all of our back-copies - an idea which Seaward eagerly agreed to. 
True to my word, I sent up the copies but I also included an invoice 
and after a few attempts by HQ’s to ignore the bill, ‘DEADLINE’ 
eventually received a cheque, in response to our invoice marked 
“N.Z. Army – Department of Defence, Defence Public Relations, 
Head Quarters Description Wing Commander John Seaward, Defence 
Public Relations”, (cheque no. 000501 020536 0457631 00) which 
then formed the basis of my article ‘Look Who Reads DEADLINE’. 

This issue contained details of how the original story (the story I 
suspected Seaward had been after), was based around the events that 
followed Prime Minister Clarke’s surprise trip to the war-torn nation 
of Afghanistan at the height of a bomb alert, after George Bush took 
the highly unusual step of requesting a face to face meting with Helen 
Clark during the 2003 APEC conference in Thailand. 

It was ‘DEADLINE’s’ contention that N.Z. was helping out in the 
‘War on Terrorism’ more than the public were being told and in more 
ways than the public would be happy about if they knew the full story. 
This would include participating in the very role of having created the 
enemy that America was now declaring war on, which brings us back 
to the subject of Dr Al Zawahiri’s kiwi connection.
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Chapter One:
Here Comes the Hizbollah

 

“Everybody shouts on I love Lucy
Pee Wee reads the evening news 
a pre-owned song or a second-hand Uzi
everybody got a job to loose
here come the golden oldies here comes the Hizbollah
businessmen from South Miami” - Sisters Of Mercy- Dr Jeep

A Ma�er of Public Record

The N.Z. Muslim connections can be dealt with by summarising 
two principal lines of inquiry undertaken by ‘DEADLINE’; the first 
being the role of Al Taqwa, a Muslim Halwa-style bank established 
in Lugarno, Switzerland by Ahmed Huber, a Neo-Nazi. The second 
being a Russian Israeli arms smuggler who was - prior to setting up 
in N.Z. in 1991 under the banner ‘Pacific Express’, also based in 
Lugarno, Switzerland, where he had run ‘Metro Cargo’ - revealed 
that year to have been involved in the role of shipping weapons from 
Eastern Europe to war zones in the Middle East and Africa. 

It was this Russian Israeli, known as Simon Spitz, who had been 
identified by Charles Sturt, the former head of the Serious Fraud 
Office, as having run guns through N.Z. while being “heavily backed 

Left: Dr Al Zwaharai (as we see him on T.V) Right: Dr Al Zwaharai (as 
he would have appeared before NZ Customs when entering NZ as ‘Peter’)
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by the CIA” (see Sturt’s Autobiography, ‘Dirty Collars’, Reed Books, 
1995). It had been Spitz, who aside from holding British, U.S. and 
N.Z. defence contracts, had been identified by English journalist, 
Brian Thompson as having been involved in the shipment of weapons 
to the “Mujahedin”, as well as having supplied Bulgarian-made 
weapons to Sierra Leone. (An important detail which I discovered 
after the publication of ‘State Secrets’, in 1999, where I had first 
reported another vital detail in relation to confirming Hamid Mir’s 
story that Osama Bin Laden’s number two, the former head of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, had been active in N.Z.)

In the same year that Sturts’s book was released, former Mossad agent 
Victor Ostrovosky, also released a book, ‘The Other Side of Deception’ 
(Harper Paperbacks, 1995). ‘The Other Side of Deception’ refers to a 
“complex pipeline… since a large proportion of the Mujahedin weapons 
were …supplied to the Muslim brotherhood directly from Israel, using 
as carriers the Bedouin nomads who roamed the demilitarised zones 
in the Sinai”. 

In the  appendix, relating to this passage (Chapter 22), three articles are 
listed that refer directly to Spitz’s N.Z. based firm, ‘Pacific Express’, 
as well as the Ukrainian Israeli’s gun running days in Lugarno, 
Switzerland as well. (‘Pacific Express Expands Air Freight Fleet’, 
NBR DEC 4 1992, Graeme Kennedy ‘Pacific Express Finds Demand 
for Dirty Work’ NBR April 30 1993 ‘Swiss/Metro Freight Topples’ 
Flight July 17 1991).

• Despite Ostrovosky’s slippery nature N.Z.’s media repeatedly use him 
as a source on security issues. The most recent case being the famed 
‘Israeli-N.Z. passport scandal’, where Ostrovosky was interviewed by 
several N.Z. papers. 

As ‘State Secrets’ noted, Ostrovosky is a tricky customer and you 
cannot always take his word as gospel. Yet, in general, Ostrovosky’s 
own ‘deception’ can be summed up as keeping the U.S.’s dirty secrets 
out of print. So, where the CIA was responsible, Mossad got the blame 
and where the operation was a joint U.S./Israeli operation, the U.S. 
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part was repeatedly ignored - the exception to this being, Ostrovosky’s 
claim that weapons supplied to the Bedouin were of American origins.  
An article in the Sunday Star Times, which appeared after 911, 
confirmed Ostrovosky’s claim that the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt 
received weapons from the Bedouin, the weapons principally supplied 
in this case were Soviet, not American, as Ostrovosky had stated. 

• There is plenty of proof (such as film footage) that Spitz only dealt in 
Eastern Bloc weapons. 

The dominance of Eastern bloc weapons in the black market owes 
no small part to the Iran Contra affair and Colonel Oliver North, in 
which large amounts of Soviet weaponry were sourced to supply 
anti-communist forces world- wide, as part of ‘Project Democracy’. 
‘Democracy’ being yet another CIA arms pipeline that N.Z. can be 
shown to have played a significant part in during the eighties (as we 
shall see later). 

The fallout from this scheme, designed to stop the Americans from 
being blamed for secretly arming guerilla groups (by using the 
opposition’s toys), was that it inevitably brought the CIA into contact 
with a host of unsavory characters, many of whom retained contact 
with their CIA handlers long after the CIA agents in question were no 
longer working for the CIA but were operating in the arena of private 
business. 

A hint as to how this state of affairs came about can perhaps be 
found in the Vietnam conflict, where a culture sprang up within US 
intelligence, in which it was accepted that it was okay ‘to take your cut 
of the action’ (be it in guns or drugs) in any deal that the agency might 
have been involved in to raise funds for the anti-communist warlords 
fighting the Vietcong.  

The origins behind my investigation into N.Z.’s links to the Eastern bloc 
weapon’s black market, which highlight (from a N.Z. perspective) the 
most incriminating detail linking Al Zawahiri to N.Z., were mentioned 
in ‘State Secrets’. The material having come in turn from an article I 
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had written early on, when first starting my career, in an article I had 
written relating to the links between Islamic terrorism and fascism, for 
the alternative magazine ‘Nexus’, ‘State of Terror’, in February/March 
1995.  Today, this article is widely quoted in overseas publications 
covering more than five languages by a number of academics.

The article outlines how the relative of a high-ranking Indonesian 
official, claimed that weapons destined for the Muslim mercenaries 
fighting in Bosnia, had been flown into the war zone some time in 
the early 90’s by the same planes used to ferry-in kiwi U.N. peace 
keepers, and that the turning point of the war coincided with a counter 
attack by Muslim/Bosnian forces just weeks after the arrival of the 
N.Z. forces in Tuzla, the Serbian section of the former Yugoslavia. 

Corroboration of my article came a month after it was first printed 
when, on April 1st (no joke), the LA Times contained details of how 
Clinton’s administration had “given the green light” to such an arms 
deal. That the Muslim Brigade’s leader was Dr Al Zawahiri, was 
something I would not be aware of until after ‘State Secrets’ was 
published. 

Reportedly, there was a strict separation of tasks between the CIA 
stations in Zagreb and Sarajevo. The smaller CIA team in Sarajevo, 
was mainly concerned with operations to expel, “Mujahedin fighters 
from the country, and (partly overlapping) with fighting ‘terrorism and 
the removal of foreigners’….stateless Muslim soldiers, who had been 
recruited from the slums of cities like Cairo and Algiers. At the time, 
considerable sums of money flowed from Iran to Bosnia to pay these 
fighters”. The larger Zagreb CIA team’s mission is best defined as 
political. (‘Srebrenica Reconstruction, Background, Consequence and 
Analyses of Fail of Safe Area - Appendix II Intelligence and the war in 
Bosnia 1992 – 1995: The role of the intelligence and security services, 
April 10th, Netherlands Institute for War Documentation [NIOD]). 

According to CIA Agent Robert Baer (sourced from the previously 
quoted work), Bosnian Muslims constantly tried to mislead his team 

Page 22



about the true scale of the Mujahedin mercenary army. Baer’s report 
paints for consideration, the picture that the two CIA teams’ objectives 
were not necessarily always the same. While Baer “actively pursued” 
orders to expel Muslim fighters (by applying political pressure), 
a “blind eye” was turned to the presence of Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards, tolerated as part of America’s “tacit agreement”, due to their 
role in supplying arms to the Bosnian Muslims, presumably by orders 
coming down from the station chief in Zagreb.

In relation to the CIA’s role in backing the Muslim Brotherhood, 
several articles written after 911, detail how the Swiss Lugarno bank, 
Al Taqwa, had links via such charities as The Holy Land Foundation, 
The International Relief Organisation, ‘The World Assembly of 
Islamic Youth and the Milan Islamic Culture Institute’, and the 
terrorists groups blamed for 911 and the 1993 attack on the World 
Trade Centre (News Week 25.302, News Week 12.9.02, News Week 
9.11.02, New Yorker 22.1002, USA Today 10.22.01). 

Few articles written after 911 reveal that it was a matter of public record 
that Al Taqwa was identified in 1997, as being a CIA front. Likewise, 
the CIA were identified in  1995, for rubber stamping Al Zawahiri’s 
visa when he visited the Al Kifah Centre in Brooklyn, which was 
later visited by the 911 terrorists and those responsible for the 1993 
attack on the World Trade Centre. The purpose of Al Zawahiri’s U.S. 
visit was to recruit soldiers for wars involving U.S. interests. (News 
Week 25.3.02, the Mercury Tasman, The Week 22.9.01, Newsweek 
25.3.2002, The New York Time 22.10. 98). 

• John Loftus, a former Deputy US Attorney General, was employed 
to prosecute Nazi war criminals. He has written extensively on the 
Nazi links to the Muslim Brotherhood and notes the interesting fact 
that material on the Muslim Brotherhood, held by the CIA during 
his time of prosecuting war criminals, had vanished by the time that 
Robert Baer (who claims that the CIA files on the Muslim Brotherhood 
consisted of a few newspaper cuttings) had joined the agency.
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Enter Stage Le� - The Rat King
 
The claim that the Brotherhood was in cahoots with US intelligence 
is supported by a number of academics, including Yousef Bodansky, 
the world’s leading authority on Osama Bin Laden (see ‘Osama Bin 
Laden, The Man Who Declared War on America’, Rocklin CA; Prima 
Publishing Co. USA 1999), Antoine Sfeir, a respected Middle Eastern 
expert, as well as the prestigious ‘Jane’s Intelligence Review’ (see 
August 1st 2001). 

The origins of the Mujahedin are laid out in ‘Jane’s’, when it notes 
that the Brooklyn Al Kifar centre was established by Osama Bin 
Laden’s mentor, Dr Abdullah Azzam,  (a follower of  Hitler’s fascist 
ideology as espoused by the 1930’s Al-Banna terrorist network), 
who founded the Muslim Brotherhood. Azzam, aside from being 
the founding member of the Hamas (who initially received the 
financial support of Israel’s military intelligence - Shin Beth), was 
also approached by U.S. intelligence, via Saudi officials, and asked 
to establish the ‘Maktab al-khidmat lil- Mujahidin al- Arab’ for the 
purpose of recruiting Mujahedin volunteers in Afghanistan after the 
CIA had found the Afghani resistance fighter too undisciplined to be 
an effective guerrilla fighting force. 

At the same time, the U.S. intelligence employed the services of 
Sheikh Khalid Bin Mahfouz, one of the senior share holders of the 
Bank of Credit Commerce International (B.C.C.I.), to facilitate the 
financial side of this secret arms pipeline. Today the sheikh is reported 
in the press as also being one of the patrons of the charity, International 
Development Foundation, which is listed as having links to Al Taqwa 
and the 911 terrorists (The Dominion 15.9.01, The Dominion 13.10.01). 
B.C.C.I. was an organisation which appears throughout this story and 
it is tied intimately to the fortunes of another figure that without fail 
has a solid connection to every major character that appears in this 
book, Adnan Khashoggi, aka, ‘The Rat King’.  

It is of no small importance that while BCCI is often reported as having 
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‘collapsed’ in 1991, the reality is that its chief supporters only ever had 
to pay back $2billion U.S. from an estimated $20 billion U.S. that was 
effectively embezzled. It is my contention that the central machine 
(such as BCCI’s private army of 1200 ex intelligence officials of 
virtually every nationality imaginable) simply reinvented itself, much 
in the way that Al Banna mutated to become the Muslim Brotherhood 
before mutating again to remerge as Al Quaeda: A method known as 
the Vanguard Movement, a term used by academics to describe the 
changing face of the Neo Nazi movement and a deliberate tactic used 
by insurgent movements worldwide to constantly hide the movement’s 
leadership. But, as I always say, ‘if you want to know the real truth 
then follow the money, honey’.  
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The Western Muslim Brotherhood Bosnia Arms Connection

• 1991, (The Vatican Bank) Italy: reportedly paid, through the trust 
institute for the Dissemination of Religion, U.S.$ 1,988,300, via the 
International Handel Bank in the Netherlands, for the purchase of 
weapons in Beirut on behalf of Croatia. 

• July-August 1992, Germany: Fadil Lipovaca, former manager of 
Moscow office of Union Invests, Sarajevo, “paid U.S. $ 150,000 for 
the purchase of arms for Muslim paramilitary forces.

• 1992, Germany: Edo Bolic, manager of the Moscow office of the 
Sarajevo firm Vranica, “pays U.S. $170,000 to buy weapons for the 
Muslim forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina”.  Most of the purchases 
for Croatian irregulars were allegedly effected with assistance of 
German firms, FABA, and the Deutsche Bank and Dresdner Bank 
AG in Darmstradt. 

• Mid-August 1992, Turkey: A vessel from Turkey entered the 
port of Split “carrying arms for the Croatian and Muslim forces of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. August 15, 1992”: 

• August 23-24, 1992: Three Boeing 747s of the Iranian Air Force, 
landed at Zagreb and Sarajevo airports carrying weapons of 
unknown quantities and types. United Nations (UNPROFOR) 
officials were “allegedly” unable to inspect the cargoes.

• Mid-October 1992, Turkey: Ships “carrying weapons for Bosnian 
and Herzegovinian Muslims”, started their voyages from Istanbul 
on October 10, 1992.  It has been established that one of these ships 
reached the port of Ploce, Croatia, on October 13, 1992.  In the 
first part of 1992, “these officials allegedly signed, through their 
agents, agreements with Jerko Doko, Bosnia’s Defence Minister, 
and Ragib Merdzanic, adviser to President Alija Izetbegovic, for the 
delivery of 30,000 AK-47s at DM500 each, 20,000 Italian Beretta, 92 
handguns at DM750 each, 6-million rounds of ammunition (for the 
rifles and handguns), and an unidentified amount of Motorola radio 
equipment, winter camouflage uniforms, four-wheel drive vehicles, 
and other military equipment. Representatives of the Bosnian 
Government paid for the weapons with funds donated by Islamic 
countries. At least 13,000 of the AK-47s have been delivered of the 
amounts ordered”.

-  GIS Special Topical Studies Balkan Strategic Studies October 31, 1992 -
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BCCI, which collapsed in 1991 with up to $20 Billion dollars loss (the 
Sheik only had to pay back about $2 Billion), can best be summed up 
by its nickname the ‘Bank of Crooks and Criminals International’. Its 
crimes range from the laundering of drug money, to helping countries 
such as Pakistan, Libya, Iran and Korea, obtain the technology used in 
the creation of weapons of mass destruction. In relation to the U.S.’s 
CIA mission in Afghanistan, BCCI was closely linked to Saudi Arms 
dealer, Adnan Khashoggi, the man who flew into Queenstown on 
November 19, 1976. Khashoggi, at the time, was the middle man for 
a proposed Australian/New Zealand investment venture, promising to 
boost NZ sales to the Middle East. At the time of the promise N.Z. 
was exporting less than $2NZ million to the entire Middle East. Three 
years later N.Z. sales to Iran would be worth more than $NZ 400 
million alone. 

Adnan Khashoggi’s name will appear in every single chapter of this 
book as he has a direct connection to the unscrupulous merchants of 
death that this book is about. You will soon find out how, in relation to 
Pacific affairs, where there is any major crisis, Khashoggi can always 
be found within six degrees of separation from the scene of the crime. 
This is in my opinion no coincidence. In short, don’t forget the name 
of Khashoggi or for that matter, the name of BCCI.
 
In August, 1992, a year after the ‘collapse’ of BCCI, while the bank 
was looking for some where to hide billions from US investigators Paul 
White, an Auckland based computer salesman, died after coming into 
possession of discs belonging to Citibank. White said to have been one 
of Winston Peters sources during the Wine Box inquiry would alleged 
that the disk contained information of money laundering involving NZ 
politicians and NZ firms. White’s allegations having been made at a 
time when Citibank and the Security Pacific National  Bank (allegedly 
controlled by Kashoggi) were under investigation in relation to a 
money laundering case, ‘Operation Polar Cap’ in the States. South 
Pacific bank having been the bank used by cocaine trafficker General 
Noriega, as a conduit for drug money that then passed in and out of 
Noreiga’s BCCI’s accounts in Panama. 
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South Pacific bank directors would include Robert Anderson, also a 
director of a military contractor Rockwell International. Anderson’s 
co-directors at Rockwell Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the 
multi billionaire ruler of Abu Dhabi one of the most import figures in 
the United Arab Emirates, (the current backers of the NZ American 
cup team) would be in effect BCCI’s major share holder. Rockwell 
the future client of controversial N.Z. manufacturer Rakon (accused 
of making weapon components) it turns out was the source of U.S. 
classified satellite technology which some how ended up in the hands 
of the Soviet Union after it had been sold to them by the rogue bank.

It is my personal belief, due to what I have learned researching this 
book, that the BCCI had more to do with Paul White’s death than we 
may think. Yet, the key point is not whether White was murdered, or 
even who killed him, as this is likely to always remain the stuff of 
conspiracy theories. 

I would rather focus on the actual accusation of the trafficking of 
Eastern European weapons, according to Wishart’s source, “Spook”, 
and the allegations of White’s colleagues who had heard White’s 
claim that details on the discs were related to money laundering and 
included the names of N.Z. politicians. The question the reader must 
ask on completion of this book is, whether these accusations now 
sound as ludicrous as when they were first made following White’s 
death in 1992.
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Chapter Two: 
Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap

 

The fishing boats go out across the evening water,  
Smuggling guns and arms across the Spanish border 
The wind whips up the waves so loud 
The ghost moon sails among the clouds,  
And turns the rifles into silver.  
-Al Stewart, ‘On the Border’.

 
Day of the Jackal
 
BCCI can be linked to yet another Middle Eastern scum bag, who is said 
to have visited Queenstown New Zealand, Abu Nidal. According to 
former DSIR scientist and wine maker Dr Neil McCullum, ‘Abu Nidal’ 
was spotted in Queenstown in 1990, by a former El Al  Israeli Airlines 
security employee after his conversation attracted the attention of a 

Think You Know The Truth About Terror? The many alleged 
faces of Abu Nidal [all of the above] recorded as having died in 
the press on more than four occasions - in the same vein that at 
one point in the eighties there were more than three ‘Carlos the 

jackals’ reported as being active simultaneous in Europe. 
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fellow Israeli who then stayed with McCullum. McCullum convinced 
this individual to contact the SIS. The incident, so McCullum claims, 
sparked off the biggest joint army/police/SIS intelligence operation 
ever to have been carried out in N.Z. However, in the end, ‘Nidal’ 
was not arrested due to the alleged reason that he was traveling on a 
diplomatic passport, as laid out in an article I wrote with Wishart in 
his ‘Investigate’ magazine. 
 
During the Iran Contra affair, Colonel Oliver North defended his 
expenditure of government funds on a personal security system, by 
saying that he was in danger from the likes of Abu Nidal. Ironically, 
when the idea was first hatched to use Soviet-made small arms for 
anti communist forces, it was ‘Nidal’s’ partner, Monzer Al Kassar, 
to whom North first turned. On June 5th 1990, Al Kassar, was found 
shipping Polish Arms to Bosnia and Croatia (the condition of the 
Clinton-approved pipeline was that 30% of the weapons had to go 
to Croatia) using the Audi bank in Switzerland. James Adam, the 
author of ‘Trading In Death’, and a leading security expert in the U.K., 
specifically lists Al Kassar as an informant of British intelligence. A 
year after the alleged Queenstown visit, ‘Nidal’ himself was exposed 
as an agent provocateur in the book ‘Abu Nidal, Gun for Hire’, by 
Patrick Steele. In this book, Steele suggests that ‘Abu Nidal’ was 
likewise working for Western and Israeli Intelligence. 
  

• ‘Abu Nidal’ and Al Kassar are also linked to the BNL  banking 
scandal that became known as ‘Iraqgate’ - the CIA’s supply of U.S. 
weapons to Iraq in an arms pipeline, which is said to have run literally 
up to the eve of the gulf war in 1991. Further an analysis of Abu Nidal’s 
thirty-four attacks shows that only six were against Israeli targets, 
predominantly civilians, largely for the value of propaganda, and used 
to demonstrate the extreme militant nature of the Palestine cause. Only 
one Israeli target, the assassination of Israel’s London ambassador 
(used by Israel to justify their invasion of Lebanon in 1982) could not 
be considered to have been a ‘soft target’.  A further six of his targets 
were high ranking PLO members. Seven more targets were Jordanian 
diplomats trying to set up negotiations between the two sides.  The 
remaining fifteen attacks were made against ‘soft targets’.

Steele’s findings were severely savaged until the publicity of the 
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BCCI affair, when it was revealed that BCCI had maintained accounts 
for ‘Abu Nidal’.  Nidal’s BCCI accounts were closely associated with 
Khashoggi and likewise included deposits made by Israeli intelligence 
assets. At this point, Nidal dropped from the headlines like a seagull 
with a brick around its neck. With the exception of a few stories, which 
provided conflicting accounts of his whereabouts (but largely centered 
on attempts by Middle Eastern countries to slice his accounts), Nidal 
was forgotten. The last account of ‘Nidal’ was his suicide/ murder 
(depending on which account you wish to believe) in Iraq, just prior to 
the second Iraqi war in 2002. Though, on hearing of his death, I’m sure 
many old spies simply rolled their eyes and said, ‘What? Again?’

It emerged that British intelligence had known all along of ‘Nidal’s’ 
BCCI accounts, but had done nothing to shut them down. The 
suggestion was made that when the larger and more respected London 
banks started to become nervous of BCCI, it was British intelligence 
who stepped in to placate them. Similarly, it has been noted by ex-kiwi 
spy, Richard Thomlinson, that MI6 monitored several major German 
banks during the Bosnia crisis, but did nothing to move against them 
when they started to be used by gun runners, like Al Kassar. 

Following ‘State Secrets’, a member of the intelligence community 
revealed that in N.Z., MI6 presence included an agent placed at the 
senior levels of the IRD, a piece of information which ‘DEADLINE’  
was later able to corroborate. In 1995, when a Southland based security 
consultant, who had good relations with U.S. intelligence, responded 
to inquiries which resulted from allegations that Queenstown was 
the centre of a major real estate based money laundering operation, 
he reported that, “the IRD have been told Queenstown is off limits”, 
suggesting that the much touted but little producing, ‘four team’, IRD 
investigation of Queenstown’s real estate tax ‘avoidance’ in 2005 
were told to go easy on foreign investors. As to why that was the case, 
I could not help but remember the previously mentioned claim that the 
IRD had an MI6 mole. 

In  light of  the high number of former domestic and foreign 
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intelligence agents and military types I have discovered to be residing 
in Queenstown, I could not help but wonder if the ‘hands off’ allegation 
(if true) had anything to do with the alleged MI6 agent in the IRD, and 
further ‘spook’ contraband related money laundering ventures. This 
is, I admit, pure speculation, but in light of what you will learn in this 
book, it is speculation based upon well documented cases of similar 
‘spook’-backed money laundering operations in the Pacific. Right on 
N.Z.’s backdoor!

However, speculations aside; when I first thought about how I was 
going to get the public to accept the idea that  the allegation (that, 
N.Z.’s prime real estate was the principal asset of preference in a 
billion dollar laundering racket) was not as outlandish as it might 
first seem, I had planned to use the example of EIE Ltd. EIE, is a 
Japanese Yakuza front, which in ‘State Secrets’, Wishart maintained 
had laundered billions of dollars through the purchase of CBD based 
real estate in Brisbane and Auckland during the nineties. 

You can only imagine my surprise (after further research) when I found 
myself on a trail that led from EIE onto a consortium of businessmen 
involving  well known Queenstown and Dunedin names, plus Michael 
Fay, David Richwhite, Brierley Investment Ltd. and right back to a 
corporation controlled by yet another major player in the BCCI saga, 
but… more on that later.  
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Everyone Needs Good Neighbours

As for the question of whether N.Z. played a role in arming the Muslim 
Brigades, (if you choose to disregard the question about whether or 
not ‘Abu Nidal’ popped down to Queenstown for a spot of skiing or 
to sort out an arms deal or two), additional sources, including the late 
Owen Wilkes, alleged that out- dated N.Z. Army small arms found 
their way to Yugoslavia. According to the New Zealand Department of 
Defence, in the early nineties, (the time period referred to by Wilkes) a 
large consignment of N.Z’s. surplus weapons were sold to a number of 
western arms firms, including Century Arms. In 1998, Century Arms 
shipped arms (through New Zealand) to the troubled Pacific nation 
of the Solomon Islands. A situation which I had warned, in ‘State 
Secrets’, did not bode well for the country’s future stability. 

In turn, TVNZ’s ‘Front Line’, Rod Vaughan, stated his belief over the 
phone, that Spitz had been active in Bosnia as well. Vaughan had done 
two exposes on dodgy airlines in N.Z. One was on Spitz’s Pacific 
Express, the other was on Southern World Airlines (SWA) which had 
links to Pacific Express via Roger Banks and Grant Annals, who had 
worked for SWA and had taken a 1% share holding in Pacific Express 
after SWA went belly up and Spitz fled the country, resulting in the 
Serious Fraud Office effectively making a public promise to leave him 
alone. 

Southern World Airlines was headed by Harvey Misbin, an American 
who turned up in Kerikeri (the capital of the Pacific orange industry), 
in 1987, when he fled the U.S. after being subpoenaed by a grand jury 
for his role in trafficking more than 40 million dollars worth of cocaine 
over the Mexican/U.S. boarder. Spitz, Misbin, Annals and Banks set 
up Astral Aviation Ltd, formerly Astral Aviation (1992), (Room 15a, 
The Strand 125, Auckland) in the same offices as a firm called Global 
Aviation Logistics Ltd (January 1997), before they were associated 
with a firm called Air Queenstown. 

If the address, ‘The Strand 125’, looks familiar to you, that might 
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be because this is the same building that harboured the aptly named 
orange juice firm, ‘Charlie’s’, whose director, T.V. personality, Mark 
Ellis, was named in the so called ‘Celebrity cocaine scandal’ which 
headed the papers in 2005. A rocky road to South America indeed, as 
you might say. 

Misbin’s partners at SWA included Lou McElwee; an associate of 
John Victor Evans, the head of N.Z.’s first white collar crime ring, 
‘The Gang of Twenty’. McElwee’s office was based at 70 Symond 
St, Auckland, in the same offices used by Misbin’s immigration 
consultant, the former Minister of Immigration, Minister Aussie 
Malcolm, during  the reign of former army intelligence corporal 
Prime Minister Robert Muldoon (or ‘The Bookie from Te Puke’, if 
you care to use one of Muldoon’s, post war pre politics nickname). 
Malcolm’s neighbors across the street, at 49 Symond St, were Prok 
Group, a Russian tax bank run, according to N.Z. Customs, by an ex 
KGB colonel, involving yet another name from the Muldoon days. 

Shortly after the release of my book, ‘State Secrets’, with the help of 
N.Z. Customs (in a quid pro quo deal, where we swapped information), 
I was able to write extensively about this bank. Before Prok was politely 
but firmly told to leave N.Z. by N.Z. Reserve Bank, the Russian firm 
had been accused of being involved in arms dealing. No solid proof 
ever emerged that this was the case, but suspicions can’t have been 
helped by the fact that its N.Z. directors included another of Rob’s 
Mob (a phrase first coined after Muldoon moved to Wellington and 
his neighbor’s were the Mongrel Mob), former National MP, Ross 
Meurant, a former copper whose extra curricular activities included 
arms dealing, recruiting mercenary and hanging out with South 
Africa’s Rugby players. 

• Meurant’s riot baton (colloquially known as a Minto bar), used 
during the controversial 1980 South African NZ tour, is said to have 
been sold to a South African buyer for $NZ20,000. 

Back in the States, SWA, like Pacific Express, was shown to have had 
connections to the CIA via its business dealings with Southern Air 
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Transport, the airline who started the Iran Contra arms scandal, when 
one of their C130’s Hercules, ‘the Fat Lady’, was shot down in South 
America while delivering arms to Contras, amidst claims that the same 
aircraft was being used to peddle Peruvian nose candy. You see when 
it comes to covert operations you must never forget the golden rule 
everyone always gets a slice of the action.
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Project Democracy 

In 1991, it was revealed that Southern Air Transport was training NZ 
Royal Air Force Hercules pilots in unspecified techniques, following 
“a deal made back in the eighties” at the height of Southern Air 
Transport involvement in the Iran Contra affair. This was at a time 
when Dr Al Zawahiri’s boss, Osama Bin Laden, was called a ‘Freedom 
Fighter’ as opposed to his current job description as ‘Terrorist no.1’ 
(The Dominion 21.1.91). 

Hindsight! A wonderful thing.  History shows us that ‘back in the 
eighties’, following a 1987 TVNZ investigation,  N.Z. politicians 
Hugh Templeton, the Minister of Foreign  Affairs and fellow MP 
Brian Talboys  met in secret with American and Australian politicians, 
(including Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser). These 
politicians were associated with a number of cold war projects which 
fell under the banner of ‘Project Democracy’, a Washington political 
action committee, commonly associated with the National Endowment 
for Democracy (NED). 

Project Democracy would approach past comrades in arms to help raise 
funds for weapons, under the umbrella of several host organisations, 
for secret anti-communist armies, designed to wage war for the U.S. 
by proxy. The most famous of these were the Nicaraguan Contra’s. 
It was later shown during a U.S. Congressional investigation (the 
Kerry Committee) that some of the Contras’ funding was provided by 
drug trafficers, arms dealers and money launderers, in bed with CIA 
contractors such as Southern Air Transport. Project Democracy was 
first set up in 1982 according to a memo written by U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan. Its specific mission was to find a means by which the 
Reagan/Bush administration could circumnavigate U.S. law to carry 
out covert operations, including assassinations, bombings, and the 
support of terrorist organisations, on the soil of foreign nations.

• It was via Project Democracy that in the 1980’s, Colonel Oliver North 
purchased Warsaw Pac weapons from Monzer Al Kassar, the partner 
of international terrorist superstar Abu Nidal.
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The 1987 New Zealand Project Democracy meetings were alleged to 
have taken place at the same time that N.Z. arms firm S.M. Andrews 
(located at 44 Willis St., Wellington) started to get involved in the 
recruitment of mercenaries via it’s subsidiary firm Minerva Security 
Consultants International.  S.M. Andrews’ directors included high 
ranking military officers and senior cabinet ministers such as; Admiral 
Sir Neil Anderson, former head of the N.Z. defence department; Les 
Gander, Minister of Education: and Hugh Templeton, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, later the head of the N.Z. Russian Business Council. 
As previously mentioned Hugh Templeton was one of the politicians 
in attendance at the N.Z. Project Democracy meetings.

The N.Z./Zimbabwe based Minerva Security Ltd (registered office 
Hannah & Associates 37 Latimer Square Christchurch) bosses 
also included a high ranking line-up such as; Major General Bruce 
Meldrum, (a Vietnam veteran and the head of the N.Z. Army at the 
time.); Mike Graham, second in command of Rhodesia’s SAS during 
the late 1970’s.

The original brains behind S.M. Andrews and Minerva was Stephen 
Michael Andrews, who during the late 1970’s had worked with the 
U.S. military and the Royal Thai Airforce in Laos and Cambodia 
on what S.M. Andrews own brochures termed ‘classified missions’. 
The late 1970’s a time when there was money to be made and no one 
minded if you took your slice of the action. A time when Southern Air 
Transport (owned literally by the CIA), and the Royal Thai Air Force 
(nicknamed Air Opium), were transporting guns and opium for the 
warlords of Asia during the U.S. military presence in Indochina. The 
late 1970’s - the decade when the Mr. Asia drug ring was shipping 
drugs loaded by the military from Thailand into New Zealand, before 
laundering the profits from these drug sales through the Nugan Hand 
Bank, Sydney, Australia. According to Wishart, it was during this 
era, that the CIA’s Theodore Shackley, who had links to the Nugan 
Hand Bank, could be found “crop dusting” in the lower South Island 
of N.Z. 
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The Nugan Hand Bank was set up by alleged CIA agent, Michael Hand. 
Prior to arriving in Australia ( in the late seventies) Hand was a Green 
Beret in Laos, selling arms and drugs with the help of Frank Nugan, 
according to witnesses whose testimonies are recorded by award 
winning journalist Brian Toohey in, ‘The Book of Leaks’ (Angus and 
Robinson 1987). Toohey’s information tallies with the information 
available in Pulitzer winner, Jonathan Kwitney’s book ‘The Crimes of 
the Patriots’ (Simon & Schuster 1987), where Kwitney suggests that 
the bank, whose clients included Mr. Asia, was principally set up to 
launder arms and drugs for the CIA. Toohey also notes that the bank’s 
was shipping arms to the CIA-South African backed wars in nations 
like Rhodesia.

• In 1995, the CIA would admit that some of its agents and contacts had 
indeed been involved in drug trafficking during the Iran Contra affair. 
Though this was hard to deny as during the Kerry Committee in 1992, 
it had already been established that funding for ‘Project Democracy’ 
had in part come from funds originating from the trafficking of 
narcotics. The agency’s role in drug trafficking dating back to the Indo 
China campaign. An event which has only just  recently been accepted 
by the mainstream press as having happened despite the volumes of 
evidence written on the subject for more than three decades.

In the period, that Shackley, (another of Hand’s associates and the 
former head of the CIA operations in South East Asia), was said to be 
living in the South Island of N.Z., Tiwai (as previously noted), began its 
reported role as a transient point for contraband, specifically for guns 
and drugs, as I alleged in ‘State Secrets’. It proved to be an allegation 
that was savagely attacked by a number of critics (principally for not 
naming my sources – who in turn would not have been pleased with 
me if I had), but by one writer in particular, Steven Cowan. In an 
article for Christchurch’s ‘Presto’ magazine, Cowan quotes a number 
of ‘informed’ sources who rubbished my claims. Ironically, he then 
failed to name any of his sources. Bear in mind my sources’ lives were 
at risk if identified, Cowan’s ‘sources’ risked looking like tits if they 
were proved wrong. Hardly the same ball park, is it?

Indeed it was with some satisfaction, thanks to ‘Presto’s’ editor, Steven 
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Palmer, that I was given a right of reply.  In response, I quoted Pat 
O‘Brian, a former undercover police intelligence officer, who willing 
went on record (with the proviso that I made it known to those people 
from his undercover days who might still harbour a grudge, that his 
visit to N.Z. was only temporary). O’Brian vindicates my claims by 
stating that during the seventies, he had personally been involved in 
investigating arms smuggling in the South Island of  N.Z. (including 
the Tiwai connection), and that one of the reasons he had decided to 
get out of the undercover business, was that “he started bumping into 
too many CIA types”.

• I in no way point the finger at Tiwai management or shareholders for 
any arms drug smuggling activity which may have occurred. Yet, the 
fact remains, according to multiple witnesses, their facilities were, and 
are, used by persons involved in such activities.
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Lawyers Guns & Money

• 1970’s - a police ‘job sheet’ refers to a group known as the ‘Latimer 
Lunchtime Club’. The ‘Club’ consisted of (today) well known 
businessmen who moved in the same social circles as the leaders of 
the Mr. Asia heroin ring, and who were believed by the police to have 
financed at least some of the syndicate’s initial deals.  At least one of 
these individuals was a known business associate of Stephen Michael 
Andrews, the head of SM Andrews Security & Minerva Ltd.

• 1975 - The Brigadoon (a Mr. Asia boat) owned by Milltone Charters 
Ltd, is registered by the firm in which Muldoon is a senior partner; 
one of several firms linked to Mr. Asia, set up between July and August 
1975, using Rose and Associates.

• 1975 - The Valkry enters NZ with a cargo of heroin on board several 
prominent NZ businessmen.

• 1979 - N.Z. Parliamentary Review into drug trafficking chairman, 
Cabinet minister, Barry Brill, expresses surprise at hearing that Mr. 
Asia dealt directly with the Thai military. Though, Brill should have 
known a lot more about drug trafficking, his brother was after all 
one of the passengers (not charged or implicated by the police) on the 
Valkry when it was raided by police.

• 1976 – Muldoon’s accountancy firm  is subject to allegations of 
“dishonest dealings”, by Labor MP, Collin Moyle, in the first salvo of 
what became known as the ‘Moyle affair’.

• Late Seventies attempts to investigate Mr. Asia, including a call for a 
Royal Inquiry by Labor MP, Richard Prebble, to investigate allegations 
of police corruption and the missing $49 million of the Ring’s fortune, 
was repeatedly blocked. In 1979, Prebble, who claimed that the $49 
million belonged to the real “Mr. Bigs” of the Mr. Asia syndicate, was 
responsible for first citing the Valky affair, after journalist, Keith 
Davies, was fired by Muldoon for an attempted investigation of the 
involvement of influential New Zealanders  in heroin trafficking.

...Continued on next page
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Lawyers Guns & Money - Continued

• 1980 - In Australia, Mr. Asia activities culminate in three separate 
Royal Inquiries, with three independent investigating bodies eventually 
falling under the Justice Stewart Inquiry, which aside from linking 
Mr. Asia to the Nugan Hand Bank, reported that after the bank, Hand 
had vanished into South Africa, where the bank had previously been 
arranging arms deals to supply the South African CIA backed forces 
fighting in Angola.

• 1998 - Albertus Kwyrk, a South African police detective and 
former South African Special Forces solider (Koevoet) was arrested 
for smuggling cocaine and a variety of manufactured ecstasy known 
as 007’s.  007 are MDA (as opposed to MDMA), marking them as 
belonging to a batch larger than 73,000, 000 pills manufactured by the 
South African Defence Forces towards the end of the Apartheid in a 
last ditch attempt to wage social war on black Africans.

• 2003 - Robert Charles De Bruin, a former Rhodesian Special 
Forces officer, involved in the trafficking of Eastern bloc weapons, 
was arrested in Auckland for trafficking $18 million dollars of ecstasy.  
De Bruin partners include Mr Asia money launderer, Mr Midnight 
(Darryl Sorby). At the same time, Mr Asia money launderer, ‘Diamond 
Jim’ (Jimmy Shepherd) and Mr Asia member Hans ‘Bumbles’ 
Czajkowski, were also arrested for ecstasy trafficking in Sydney. 
A third member, not named in the papers, also a Mr Asia member 
known as the ‘Dutchman’  received a reduced sentence for turning 
Crowns evidence.
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Chapter Three:
Who Cares Win’s

For Just A Dollar A Day 

More recently, an intelligence community source has claimed that 
Minerva (liquidated in 1987, coinciding with the end of the Iran Contra 
affair and ‘Project Democracy’, have reinvented themselves, and a 
firm using ‘basically the same personnel’ is now busily involved in the 
recruitment of N.Z. military personnel for Private Military Contractors 
(PMC) working in Iraq. If this is true, they are undoubtedly using 
aircraft and personnel of the same caliber as Simon Spitz.

When reviewing the links to these dubious sky pirates and those 
involved in schemes like ‘Project Democracy’, it’s important to explore 
the history of one of Spitz’s N.Z. customers, CARE Australia, which 
aside from illuminating Spitz’s ties to U.S. intelligence, highlight 
the repeated, yet never called to account, practice of the intelligence 

Top: Pacific Express, Auckland 1991, Bottom Left: CARE’s compound in 
Somalia (courtesy of the Australian Defence Department), Middle: Colonel Jon 
Knight discusses special operations “other than war” (courtesy of Asia Pacific 

Defence Forum Summer 2002) & Far Right: Ian Broughton
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service affiliated arms runners, of simultaneously being contracted by 
the UN (or UN affiliated NGO’s) to engage in humanitarian aid, while 
more often, the same people can be found  delivering the weapons 
which inflict death and misery.  

Spitz’s CARE Australia operation was allegedly for the delivery 
of food to Somalia via Indonesia and then Kenya. The same route 
was identified by the African paper, East African Standard (‘Mr. 
Big’ in Bhang deal exposed April 20th 1996) as being linked to drug 
smugglers, who were said to be working for the UN, including the late 
New Zealander David Morris who was killed by Somali gunmen in 
1995. 

Morris’ lawyer was James Woolsey, a shareholder in DynCorp, a 
mercenary firm linked to the CIA support of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (which aside from genocide and terrorism also has well reported 
drug links). In fact, Woolsey had been the Director of the CIA during 
the early 90’s, just prior to Morris’ death. This is a fact which makes 
Morris’ partner, Robert McVickers, claims to me that there was talk 
of Morris having been killed by the CIA, mute. Especially, as Morris’ 
lover, journalist Trish Stanford, challenges this by claiming Morris 
had been killed by Islamic extremists opposed to the U.S. However, 
Stanford also claimed that rumors of Morris running guns and drugs 
were not true (though she admits Morris was busted in Singapore for 
illegal arms shipments while noting that drug usage was high at Morris’ 
camp).  In 1997, under a formal complaint from the UN, Kenyan police 
searched Morris’ ships in Mombassa harbour and seized about half a 
million dollars worth of UN gear. 

“At the time, McVicker was suing the UN for unpaid fees of $US20 
million ($NZ28.7 million), and he claimed the UN case against Morris 
was motivated by revenge. Nevertheless, the Kenyan government 
issued an extradition order to Australia for McVicker to return to 
Nairobi.By the time the case came to trial in 1998, Australia refused to 
extradite McVicker and a British court also agreed that Arran Morris 
and Page, who had fled Nairobi, should not be forced to return”. 
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The UN was forced to drop the case and McVicker, despite the loss 
of his partner, landed contracts from East Timor and Papua New 
Guinea to Saudi Arabia, serving oil companies and governments all 
over the world including Halliburton in Iraq. (Sydney Morning Herald  
24.5.2006)

On the 9th of February 2000, following the release of  ‘State Secrets’, 
Sydney Herald journalists, Sue Neales and Andrew Clennell, directly 
implicated another UN affiliated ‘NGO’, CARE Australia, (then led 
by former ‘Project Democracy’ member, Malcolm Fraser), as having 
directly assisted United States operatives during the United Nations 
humanitarian intervention in war-torn Somalia. The two journalists 
claimed that on December 15, 1992, “two days before a UN force 
marched into the starving and besieged town of Baidoa, CARE 
Australia, sheltered, housed, transported and advised four US men 
who identified themselves to journalists, as officers of the U.S. State 
Department”.
 
From within, the supposedly neutral walls of the CARE Australia 
compound, the U.S. agents coordinated the arrival of combat 
helicopters, military aircraft, plus, the U.S. and French troops on 
December 16. The men, who parachuted in the previous night, were 
briefed “extensively”, every twenty-four hours, in meetings which 
reportedly went on for hours at time, by CARE Australia’s head of 
mission at Baidoa, Mr. Lockton Morrissey, a former Australian Army 
Officer. Notably, photos of the compound clearly reveal the aid 
agency’s compound as being guarded by Australian Army forces.

The Sydney Morning Herald states that CARE Australia’s involvement 
in helping the arrival of UN forces into Baidoa “was extensive”.  A 
“clearly marked white CARE Australia vehicle was used, with Mr. 
Morrissey’s approval”, to transport the four men around the town for the 
purpose of carrying out spying missions, with the U.S. agents sleeping 
inside the CARE Australia compound and stashing sophisticated 
communications equipment in a room next to its heavily protected 
wheat storage bunker, as CARE Australia’s buildings were used as the 

Page 47



U.S. agents’ command post. Meanwhile, men stationed on its roof used 
fluorescent marker lights preceding the entry of UN military forces into 
the besieged city. The men “mapped strategic locations, intersections 
and roads with their military satellite positioning systems, and relayed 
the information to the U.S. Army headquarters in the Somali capital, 
Mogadishu”. 

Neales, who witnessed the events first hand, reports, “There was no 
pretence that this was the roof of an independent and supposedly neutral 
aid agency. This was a precision military operation being carried out 
from within the safety of CARE Australia’s Baidoa compound”.

The Chairman of CARE Australia, Malcolm Fraser the former 
Australian P.M. and ‘Project Democracy’ member, would insinuate 
that no such events had taken place. However, the denial began to 
sound  hollow in light of the fact that not long before, CARE had been 
embroiled in a spying scandal in Kosovo, (which ‘State Secrets’ had 
covered), involving former Australian soldier, Steven Pratt, a would-
be Australian politician. At the time, Pratt and Fraser (whose daughter, 
Phoebe Fraser, had been working at the compound for Mr. Morrissey), 
denied the allegation. However, only weeks before the Somali affair, 
Fraser, who later resigned from his role at CARE, finally admitted 
that Pratt had been, as alleged, engaged in espionage in Kosovo, while 
working for CARE. 
 
It emerged that this was not the first time that Pratt had been in trouble 
for abusing his role as aide worker to do a little spying, with his mother 
telling journalists that back in Iraq, “He (Steven Pratt) was letting the 
UN know what Iraq was doing - he was observing - and so Iraq put a 
price on his head, and they had to get him out of there quickly” 

Pratt, so his mother claims, had in fact been personally recruited for 
CARE Australia, by then Prime Minister, Malcolm Fraser, after Pratt 
had become disillusioned with the army in the late 1970s. Steve’s 
mum states, “It was back when the army was going nowhere. There 
were no wars, and all he was doing was training -and Malcolm Fraser 
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knew that.”  Mrs. Pratt then went on to say, “He was friendly with 
a lot of Liberal politicians, and Malcolm Fraser thought he was a 
good fellow to work for CARE.” (The Sunday Telegraph [Sydney, 
Australia] 11.3.94) 

In turn, CARE intelligence operation connections can be linked via 
the Kosovo mission’s head, William Walker. Walker is described in 
an L.A. Times article, as having spent time in Honduras from 1980 to 
1982, “when the Central American country was Washington’s secret 
conduit for weapons and other support to right-wing Contras fighting 
to overthrow the Sandinistas in neighboring Nicaragua” (LA Times, 
1.20.99). While American members of Walker’s ‘verification team’ 
were recruited by DynCorp, an American mercenary outfit, that during 
the 1993 Senate hearings for the nomination of R. James Woolsey, 
David Morris’s lawyer and a 1% shareholder in DynCorp, to head the 
CIA lead Woolsey to admit “the corporation has, from time to time, 
had a handful of very small contracts with the Central Intelligence 
Agency.” 

As it turns out, Pratt was not the only former soldier turned aid worker 
to have run afoul in Iraq. Nicholas Speight, a former N.Z. soldier, was 
gunned down in 1999 by unknown gun men (Voice of America 26.4. 
99) while working for Greenfield Consultants, a firm previously used 
by CARE as subcontractors, in places such as Angola. In July 1999, 
Baghdad demanded the expulsion of Greenfield Consultant employee 
and former N.Z. Soldier, Ian Broughton, employed like Speight, as a 
clearer of land mines in Northern Iraq, but accused by Iraq of having 
buried boxes of locust eggs near the Iranian border town of Khanaqin, 
about 110 miles northeast of the capital, Baghdad, in April (United 
Press 8.7.99).

The Iraqi government’s allegations concerning Broughton, (also 
known as Red), cannot be confirmed or denied one way or the other. 
Yet, it is now on record, and without prejudice, that following the 
release of ‘State Secrets’, Wishart was contacted by an “alleged” 
former member of the NZSAS, who claimed to have details showing 
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that the Iraqi claims had been true, and proof showing that while in 
the N.Z. Army, Broughton’s duties in the N.Z. army had included 
service with the NZSAS. Sadly, this individual did not follow up on 
his promise to provide such proof and that was the last time we heard 
from him, though not the last time that I heard allegations of the NZ 
SAS being involved in biological warfare operations. 

Yet, returning to the issue of charities being used as fronts for 
intelligence operations and to cover the supply of black market 
weapons to nations under UN arms embargos, a final footnote can be 
added to this chapter. This is the fact that the local American military 
base (known as Ft ‘Eagle’) in Tuzla, Bosnia (the same area where the 
UN aircrafts ferrying N.Z. soldiers are said to have carried Eastern 
Bloc weapons to Muslim mercenary forces), just happened to serve as 
the arms quarter master depot for the Muslim Brigades. Eagle’s role as 
U.S. military storage facility of Soviet weapons only emerged in May 
2006, when 250,000 AK 47’s stored at the base, went missing in a theft 
linked to yet another delivery of UN humanitarian aid, associated with 
“rogue intelligence types”, like Spitz, a Ukrainian, with links to Adnan 
Khashoggi, under contract to the U.S. Defence Department, whose 
planes were photographed transporting N.Z. soldiers to Afghanistan 
to fight the Taliban in September 2003. 

Meet Victor Bout, a former KGB officer, turned Ukrainian gun runner, 
best known by his nickname, ‘The Taliban’s Favorite Gun Runner’.
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Slip In The Ditch

Another note to the ANZAC presence in Somalia, concerns the death 
of Dan Flanagan, a NZSAS trooper said to have been killed by an 
elephant, while training in Zimbabwe. Again, I was contacted by a 
military person who claimed that the allegations in ‘State Secrets’, 
that Flanagan had in fact been killed by gun fire, “was bang on.” The 
source, whose information came from those who had seen the wounds, 
also provided material on NZSAS and top Private Military Contractors 
which I then verified against an email address list belonging to a 
former NZSAS member that had come into my possession several 
years earlier. 

In addition, a second source, whom I knew to have good security 
contacts, also claimed that, according to those in the ‘scene’, Flanagan 
had in fact been killed by gunfire, though on this occasion, the bullets 
came from “friendly fire” (allegedly after the elephants stampeded). 
Yet a third source, made the most challenging statement, saying that 
the SAS trooper had died, not in Zimbabwe, but in Somalia during a 
gun fight in which a second NZSAS person, part of a four man team, 
had been badly injured and only survived due to the efforts of his 
NZSAS officer . The story’s source who came forward after having a 
conversation with the injured participant of this operation, remembers 
that the officer had a name “something like john knight.” 

This operation was allegedly aimed at collecting intelligence for U.S. 
assassination teams. The person who relayed this information had no 
knowledge that the four man team he described, matches exactly the 
manner in which the NZSAS reconnaissance team work.  They usually 
do include a sniper (as was the case according to the source), and that 
this is exactly the sort of role that the NZSAS have traditionally served 
when operating with U.S. forces. Several factors underline why the 
Somalia scenario should not be dismissed out of hand, these include: 
1) CARE Australia’s role in Somalia (and elsewhere using ANZAC 
forces) and 2) the existence of an SAS officer called Jon Knight. 
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The source most certainly had no knowledge that until recently, one of 
the NZSAS officers was Lieutenant Colonel Jon Knight. An N.Z.SAS 
officer called Knight (first name unknown) was also active in Bosnia 
where the NZSAS allegedly got blind drunk on the local brew, 
slivovitz, a substance which the kiwi’s thereafter simply referred to 
as, “slip in the ditch”. In  all probability, one of Knight’s Bosnian 
missions allegedly included the observation of the Muslim Brigade’s 
efforts to break the siege of Srebrenica, where according to one source 
present in Bosnia, the Mujahedin attacked in human waves, armed only 
with RPG’s and AK47’s against dug-in troops and heavy artillery. The 
Brigade are said to have sustained a thousand casualties a day, or 10% 
of the estimated Muslim Force, from six brigades, numbering a total 
of a hundred thousand men. The corpses, in WWI style blood baths, 
were said to have been “piled on top of each other on the back of 
trucks so that the blood poured down the tires and formed large pools 
in the mud”. 

Regardless of the version of Flanagan’s death, a consensus formed 
that Flannigan had not died in the circumstances that the N.Z. Army 
are now claiming. As for the confusion between informed sources, I’m 
reminded of how in 2005, an army NCO, who had served in Bosnia, 
aggressively challenged my claim stating that the planes, which he 
had flown into Bosnia, were not large enough for moving weapons. 
Yet, there had been plenty of N.Z. military missions to that part of 
the world for various reasons, from visiting VIP’s to the armoured 
personnel carriers that had woken me up while I trained as a member 
of the territorial forces in September 1994, which had ended up in 
Tuzla, Bosnia. The NCO, who challenged my account, had chosen 
to deny two realities at work here, which also explained why there 
might be multiple versions within the ranks, as it were, concerning 
Flanagan’s death. Any covert program only ever informs those who 
need to know, and in the event of disaster, they always have two cover 
stories at the ready; ‘one lie to be told to the public and one lie to be 
told to their own people’. 

Page 52



Chapter Four:
The Taliban’s Favorite Gun Runner 

 For days and nights they ba�led the Bantu to their knees. They killed to
earn their living and to help out the Congolese”   - Warren Zevon ‘Laywers 
Guns & Money’.

Bad Boys Bad Boys 

Victor Bout is a former colonel in the KGB, in the employment of 
Adnan Khashoggi. He is now, allegedly, a supplier of weapons to 
terrorists, and is currently under contract to the Americans and British 
in Iraq. My path to him began in late 2003, while watching an episode 

Top Left: Victor Bout, Top Right: UR82008 September 2003, 
Christchurch Airport, NZ Bottom: One of Victor Bout’s planes, 

Ostend Airport, Netherlands 2006
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of Boarder Patrol, where the preparations of the N.Z. troops heading 
to Afghanistan in the wake of 911, included a helicopter being stuffed 
into a giant Ilyushin ‘Sky Whale’.

The colours of the aircraft at this time were sufficiently similar to 
Simon Spitz’s own airline to make me wonder if the incredibly cheeky, 
CIA backed, gun runner, had popped back up on the radar. If he had, a 
link could be established between such an outfit and the NZ Defence 
force. Then Defence H.Q. would have a lot of explaining to do. 

To use a dodgy airline once by mistake, as the disgruntled NCO later 
maintained, was fair enough, but to keep making the same “mistake” 
leaves only two conclusions:  incompetence or the intended intentions 
of hiring the specific parties who were contracted.   

My line of inquiry was slow to begin with, as it emerged that such 
sky whales had been flying into NZ under what one witness calls, 
“a cloak of secrecy”, since 1997. Such aircraft landed in Hamilton, 
Christchurch, and the RNZAF base at Ohakea. This series of aircraft 
was primarily leased to a subsidiary of Antonov Design Bureau, a 
firm associated with Air Foyle, whose ties to the Ministry of Defence 
(U.K) I had covered in ‘State Secrets’. 

Whilst the profiles and the low key nature of such airlines indicated 
that I was on the right flight path, some things remained, that were 
needed to bring the budgie home to roost. Eventually, I came across 
an aircraft identified as having been used to transport N.Z. troops to 
Afghanistan. Its registration identified it, not only as a notorious serial 
offender, guilty of breaching arms embargoes on numerous occasions, 
but also involved in the suspected supplying of missile technology to 
those seeking nuclear weapons technology. This aircraft was also used 
by an associate of Simon Spitz (a known CIA gun runner, according to 
the former head of the SFO.) 

With the single stroke of a key, armed with nothing more powerful 
than ‘Google’, I ended up doing what the N.Z. Defence Force HQ’s 
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seemed incapable of, or perhaps, more accurately, unwilling to do - 
vet the craft (background check), so as to reveal its ultra bloody past. 

Yet, for the second time in recent history, Defence Force HQ’s 
ended up using the aircraft of a known member of Russia’s so called 
‘Ukrainian-Israeli Mafia’. This man was also a known gun runner, 
who under the guise of delivering humanitarian aid, supplied weapons 
to the very forces that the N.Z. soldiers found themselves up against 
in Afghanistan. It turned out, that the large plane, UR 82008, that was 
parked on Christchurch airport tarmac in broad daylight, had been a 
very naughty boy indeed. Not that this information had been hard to 
find, that is, if you had bothered to look in the first place.  
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Boris, Bombs & BCCI

On August 5th 2000, David Pallister, writing for the Guardian, reported 
that Air Foyle had no knowledge that one of its aircraft was being used 
by the Ukrainian, Victor Bouts, as part of his gun running circus, to 
supply the RUF (Revolutionary United Front), in Sierra Leone (while 
at the same time, Bout was flying “UN Pakistani peace keepers” 
to East Timor). Unfortunately for Air Foyle, their defence of being 
‘unaware’, feigning innocence, that it was a ‘one off event’, looked 
less convincing, when on the same day, as Pallister’s article, August 5th 
2000, Italian police arrested Ukrainian-Israeli mobster Leonid Minin - 
a big time cocaine and guns trafficker, in room 341 at the Hotel Europa, 
Italy. In the company of the Ukrainian-Israeli mobster, police found 
four naked prostitutes, 58 grams of coke, and half a million dollars in 
diamonds, rubies, foreign currency, plus a suitcase of papers which 
documented the serial offending history of UR 82008, in relation to 
the Antonov Design Bureau air craft leased from Air Foyle. 

As a result of the papers found with Minin, police learned that on March 
14th 1999, the aircraft leased from Air Foyle, had delivered sixty-
eight tonnes of Bulgarian weapons and ammunition to Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso. These weapons were then transported by land to Sierra 
Leone, where they were used to supply the RUF  in a bloody civil 
war, largely being fought over diamonds, and furiously fuelled with 
weapons by those wanting a piece of the action. Later it was unearthed 
that in July 2000, UR 82008, had also been used to ship 113 tonnes 
of munitions from the Ukraine to Liberia, on behalf of one of Bout’s 
junior associates, Valerii Cherny.

In both cases, these arms were used to again supply the RUF in an 
operation now known to be financed by three people, Sanjivan Ruprah, 
Rakesh Saxena and Adnan Khashoggi. Accounts listed in the Human 
Rights group, Human Rights Watch (‘Neglected Arms Embargo on 
Sierra Leone Rebels – Briefing Paper 15.5.2000), suggest that UR 
82008 may have been involved in breaching arms embargos in Sierra 
Leone in as early as 1997.  
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Only a month before Air Foyle’s denial, July 2000, the same aircraft 
was found to have been involved once again in an incident involving 
the supplying of arms to Sierra Leone. Unfortunately for Air Foyle 
(whose “principal” customer, happened to be the British Ministry of 
Defence), the papers also show an incident where UR 82008 shipped 
Strella 3 (known as a SA7) missiles. UR 82008 masters (who, it must be 
remembered, can be shown working for Adnan Khashoggi, the defacto 
manager of BCCI arms operation), were shown to have obtained an 
SS-18 continental missile, a rocket of sufficient power  to launch a 
satellite, or alternatively, a nuclear missile. More importantly, this was 
the same type of weapon that BCCI (Khashoggi’s bank of choice), 
had tried to obtain back in 1991, when the bank was simultaneously 
supplying parts to the nuclear weapons programme’s of both India and 
Pakistan. The suggestion that India and Pakistan were sourcing their 
black market technology from the same parties was previously made 
in ‘State Secrets’, my source was a former N.Z. warrant officer. 

In Africa, arms protesters have accused Khashoggi of ‘engineering’ 
dispute, as part of his campaign to gain control of natural resources, 
including diamonds, oil, and timber, in countries such as Sierra Leone, 
using the likes of Bout and the Liberian dictator, Charles Taylor, to 
pour fuel on the fire. Following such allegations, it is worthwhile 
noting that the U82008 papers cite Minin as someone who provided 
Taylor with an extensive and sophisticated means of obtaining secure 
communications. An interesting point in that the documents relating 
to Taylor’s battle for control of a GSM communication company, 
cite, “the same New Zealand company called Libercell…Also used in 
Afghanistan”.  Libercell, coincidentally, is the only N.Z. firm to have 
secured ‘rebuilding’ contracts in Iraq since the U.S. invasion. 

Another coincidence, in what proved to be string of coincidences 
sufficient to strain even the most ardent and staunchest of ‘coincidence 
theorists’,  was that the funds for Minin (who like Spitz was a Ukraine-
Israeli arms dealer in Sierra Leone), had been used to buy  Bulgarian 
arms . Minin had channeled these funds through the Banco di Lugano 
located in the same nice, neat and quiet Swiss town, originally used 

Page 58



by Spitz before he came to N.Z. in the early 1990’s, as the hub of an 
African arms supply operation. What can you say except, “it’s small 
world after all.” 
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Terry & The Gunrunners

The question as to whether the similarities between Bout’s UR82008 
and Spitz were just coincidence is, as I have explained before, an 
important one. These similarities, to a large degree, shape how one 
should view the fact that the N.Z. Defence forces had, for the second 
time in recent history, chosen to get into bed with internationally 
known arms traffickers, for the purposes of shipping ‘UN Peace 
Keepers’, using aircraft with a history of delivering arms, under the 
guise of shipping UN affiliated humanitarian relief operations to the 
troubled areas of the world - parts of the world that were often under 
UN arms embargoes. The answers as to whether Bout can be traced 
directly to Spitz, as suspected, proved to be an emphatic, “yes”. 

Related to this point, the grumpy non-commission officer who had 
maintained that the military stopped using “such firms” (for example 
Pacific Express, Simon Spitz) when they found them to be dodgy.  
This statement should be put into the context that the New Zealand 
military ban on “such firms”, only happened after UR82008 made 
an appearance in ‘DEADLINE’ in September 2003. Further, the 
alleged dropping of such airlines only occurred after the publication 
of several articles on this issue by ‘DEADLINE’. Remember it can 
be proven that Defence HQ’s (by their payment by cheque for issues 
of ‘DEADLINE’) were paying close attention to ‘DEADLINE’ at 
this stage. Further, ‘State Secrets’, which had become a best selling 
book, had also dealt with the issue (causing an additional controversy 
to erupt at Civil Aviation, or so Wishart maintains). While in turn, 
Spitz’s activities (which were enlarged upon in ‘State Secrets’), were 
covered by Rod Vaughan, from TVNZ’s ‘Assignment’, as well as 
covered by several newspapers as early as 1991. 

Meanwhile, a team of international aviation ‘train spotters’, armed 
with nothing but their anoraks, thermoses of hot cocoa, digital cameras, 
websites (offering instant open public databases) and a small Terrier 
named Bert, were tracking Bout and his associates to literally the ends 
of the earth. The hard work of these diligent ‘Joe citizens’, did what 
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the forces behind the ‘all seeing eye’ of a multi billion dollar funded 
‘War on Terrorism’ could not, or more accurately would not do: track 
the bad guys - which after all is what we the tax payers pay them to 
do. 

In fact, it was these very same concerned citizens who were responsible 
for exposing the CIA’s torture flights, that more often used the very 
air lines known to be supplying the likes of Al Qaeda and fuelling 
genocide. For example, the watch dogs ‘Ostend Watch’ (www.
ruddlee.com), have uncovered more than sixty aircrafts, registered as 
belonging to the outfit Phoenix Aviation, used by Bout to smuggle 
weapons, virtually in broad day light, an action which the government 
of the Netherlands, like New Zealand, seemed welling to turn not just 
one, but two blind eyes to. Amongst the aircraft ignored by authorities 
at Ostend Airport, (identified as part of the Victor Bout smuggling 
network), is the aircraft LZ-ZAH, Phoenix Air Bulgaria. 

An investigation by Bristol HTV, identified how the “Russian-Israeli” 
owner of Phoenix Air Bulgaria, was none other than Simon Spitz. His 
airline was being used to fly Bulgarian arms to the Congo in 1995. 
Simon Spitz, who feigned non responsibility, stated, “We fly if the 
documents are right. We don’t check the papers…we just check the 
export certificates.”

A separate investigation by 20/20U.K. into arms trafficking, 
interviewed a British freelance pilot (identified elsewhere as Chris 
Barrett-Jolley) who told the U.K. television researchers how on behalf 
of a firm, Peak Aviation, he had flown four arms flights to Goma in 
mid-1994, transporting arms into Rwanda for the Hutu government, 
which were later used in the genocide of Tutsi people. After Jolley’s 
revelation of how his delivery of arms to Goma had taken place on 
behalf of Peak Aviation, investigation by British journalists soon 
revealed that Peak Aviation and Phoenix Air Bulgaria were directly 
linked, beyond reasonable doubt, to Victor Bout. 

The payment from Jolley’s initial Goma operation, had in fact allowed 
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the pilot to establish his own firm, “Phoenix Aviation” (UK), which 
had flown “cattle” to France and the Netherlands using leased Russian 
aircraft connected to his former employer. In 1995, following an all 
too familiar pattern, this firm then went into liquidation, only to pop 
up again in 1996 when “British authorities” allowed Barrett-Jolley to 
fly his craft to Ostend to sell for parts. However, the plane, instead of 
being scrapped, was registered as a Liberian aircraft, identified as being 
part of the Bout network. Barret- Jolley began to service the warlords 
in Northern Afghanistan (invoking the memory of the Charles Taylor 
correspondence and his reference to the N.Z. communication firm, 
Libercell’s activities in Afghanistan). 

The very same aircraft flown to Ostend to be scrapped was used to ship 
arms to Yemen. Again on behalf of Peak Aviation, where according 
to the pilot, these flights were met by Saudi Arabians - including on 
one occasion, a party of what “appeared to be high-ranking diplomatic 
and military people”, which the pilot believed helped explain why, 
when on two occasions, the smugglers encountered USAF AWACS 
(surveillance) aircraft, nothing happened. (‘The Big Story – The Gun 
Runners’, 20/20 Television for Carlton Television 17. 11.94, David 
Pallister, ‘UK Pilots Tell of Grenade Flights’, The Guardian, 17 
11.94, Interviews by 20/20 Television, 1994, HTV Bristol, news team 
interview with Simon Spitz [also known as Shimon Lahav], 30.4.98). 

The suggestion that such arms operations took place with the knowledge of 
the U.S., again adds to Charles Sturt’s, (the former SFO boss) position, that 
Spitz was backed by CIA muscle. The punch line to this particular tale is 
that Peak Aviation was in fact, (according to the British pilot, working 
for “a company called Phoenix Bulgaria”), no less than the very outfit 
Simon Spitz’s was operating in the U.K. The Peak Aviation missions 
were in turn viewed as a Bout operation, with Spitz being brought in to 
play the role of the pay master. To this day, another aircraft associated 
with Spitz, LZ –SFN, can be found flying out of Ostend, despite the 
widespread knowledge of its role in gun running.

The Saudi-Yemen connection again fits with the known facts, while 
yet again invoking the name of Bout and Spitz’s Sierra Leone financer, 
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Adnan Khashoggi.   Khashoggi is recorded in the ‘arms bible’, ‘The 
Arms Bazaar’, by Anthony Sampson (Hodder & Stoughton 1977), as 
having established front firms on the island of Vanuatu, in the seventies, 
to launder the money provided by the Saudi government, and then 
used to buy British and French weapons for the Yemen rebels, without 
having to alert the Egyptian Government. Another Yemen supplier was 
the U.K. based International Armament Corporation, whose owner, 
Samuel Cummings, was a former CIA agent who used his connections 
to run guns until his death in April 1998. In 1963, at the time of the 
Khashoggi Vanuatu/ Yemen trip, Cummings had, according to the 
archive material (provided via the late Owen Wilkes), attempted to 
procure ex arms from the N.Z. Defence Department. Despite much 
enthusiasm from Defence HQ’s, the deal for the weapons (purpose 
unknown), did not go ahead, but only because a price could not be 
agreed on by the time the weapons were needed.  

A second Spitz and Bout connection can also be found, which again 
throws up the suggestion that Spitz continues to maintain his N.Z. 
connections. The following conversation was found on a German 
language chat room (resulting in some language oddities when 
translated), towards the end of 2003, at the very time UR82008 was 
acting as the proverbial invisible elephant in the room which every 
one was refusing to see:  

“Inquirer: “Hello saw a B737-200 Ex012 in DXB; all white. Who 
can say to me, for whom this baby flies????” 
  
Web Host: “Ex-o12 = 737-219 21645/535 delivered 29,09,1978 as 
Zk-nar New Zealand, then N237TA with TACA (leased of N.Z.), 
HP1297CMP with Copa Panama (leased of NZ), then EX012 with 
Phoenix Aviation since 9.03.2003” 
 
Inquirer: “THANKS! Can you say to me coincidentally, who 
Phoenix is? Is a line airliner, or VIP charter.  
 
Web Host: “Phoenix flies I believe with Il-18 and Pax with B732 and
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Il-18 fly rather Near East and other African rogue states rum, both
paxe and freight concerning the freight give it various signs that 
Mach times permi�ed a�endants also less there become, the name
phoenix aviation and/or that the forerunner company phoenix air 
[Spitz’s company –author’s note] falls anyhow more frequently to 
connections with the name Victor Bout and its smuggling of arms 
activities”.” (Sic) (www.airliners.de/community/forum/viewtopi.
phip).

• True to Khashoggi style he was actually backing both sides

Bearing all this in mind, I continue to remain amused that Charles Sturt 
can talk of Spitz trafficking Eastern European arms through Auckland 
and of Spitz being backed by the CIA, but in the next breath, he can be 
found belittling allegations made (resulting from the highly suspicious 
death of Auckland salesman, Paul White in 1992) that the money from 
Eastern European weapons deals was been laundered through N.Z., 
in deals involving multinational corporations,  N.Z. politicians and/or 
high ranking N.Z. officials. 

I will repeat yet again, for the hard of hearing: How White died was 
and will, in all likelihood, remain the stuff of conspiracy theories. 
Yet, when considering the related allegations (as reported by several 
witnesses), that N.Z. politicians were involved in laundering Eastern 
Bloc weapons for a Middle Eastern country, it is a matter of public 
record that; 

1. Eastern Bloc weapons regularly pass through N.Z. (as Sturt 
himself testifies).

2. A number of N.Z. politician’s have been found to be directors of 
firms known to be implicitly involved in arms dealing.

3. At least two N.Z. politicians (one of whom was a director in an 
arms firm) are known to have been involved in Project Democracy, 
a project set up at its nexus to obtain arms, specifically Soviet bloc 
weapons, for anti-communist guerrillas. This scheme involved a key 
Middle Eastern figure, arms dealer Adnan Khashoggi, whose interest 
in N.Z. can be trace as far back as the late seventies. 
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At this point, I will continue to make the statement: These are the facts 
- now show me where exactly, the theory part exists in my story.
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From Russia With Love

As it turns out, Spitz and Bout were not the only Ukrainians operating 
out of Christchurch. In 2003, the Ukrainian outfit Xado (founded in 
1991), surfaced in the news briefly when they made failed bids for 
two ships, Orlovka and Osha, who had long overstayed their welcome, 
when the ships went into liquidation and the crew were left stranded in 
N.Z. without  lodgings or being paid . Xado’s N.Z. address as is listed 
as 252 Montreal St.,Scales House, Christchurch, which houses several 
offices, including the N.Z. firm, Scales Geo H Ltd. who were at one 
stage the subject of a hostile take-over by Brierley Investments. Scales 
notes that it is the principal agent for Malaysia International Shipping 
Corporation Bhd, a subsidiary of the oil conglomerate Petronas, who 
recently teamed up with the Russian oil firm Gazprom to carry out oil 
exploration in Iran.

One of the directors of Scales Geo H, is Christchurch businessman 
Humphrey Rolleston, who is also listed as a director of Mr. Apples. 
According to press reports filed in the ‘90’s, Mr. Apples dealt in ex-
Soviet military night-vision goggles. Apples’ address was also 252 
Montreal St., Scales House, Christchurch. Humphrey Rolleston is also 
listed as a director of Mercer Steel, a member of the N.Z. Defence 
Industry Association. In turn, the original archived company records 
list an “H. Rolleston” as being an early director of S.M. Andrews, 
the Wellington arms firm - though it is not known if this Rolleston 
is the same individual as Humphrey Rolleston, for computerised 
N.Z.company records do not list S.M. Andrews or Minerva as being 
firms that Humphrey Rolleston of Scales is listeds a director. However, 
these computerised records do list Humphrey Rolleston as the former 
director of Deep Cove Fisheries Ltd., a firm run by the Talleovich 
family, one of who’s minor shareholders is a known associate of SM 
Andrews, so one can’t help but be curious. It is important to stress 
here that coincidence should in no way ever be mistaken as an actual 
proven connection.

As for Xado, however their web site lists Xado’s interests in ballistics, 
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specifically barrel technology used to produce weapons with, “a better 
quality of shooting, increase of bullet velocity, (and) increase bullet 
wounding power.” Xado’s site also reveals that the Ukrainian outfit 
has affiliations with Israel’s Taavura Holdings Ltd who, aside from 
being Israel’s largest cargo-haul shipping and transport company, is 
the parent firm of Explosives Industries, established in 1952 (when, 
at the time, Israel was principally sourcing their arms from Eastern 
Europe), who claim to be the largest suppliers of “state of the art” 
explosives to Israel’s army. 

The Xado connection was useful, not so much from the point of its 
dealings in N.Z., but in the researching of its origins I discovered that 
the former owners of the two ships (Orlovka and Osha) which Xado 
had made a tender for, had been previously owned by Prok Bank ( 
identified in the judgments of ‘Vostock Shipping Company Ltd. v 
Confederation Ltd. (CA)’, 16th September 1999, N.Z. Maritime Law 
- see also ‘Grinevich vs. The Ship Orlovka’, 4th August 2003 N.Z. 
Maritime Law). Prok Bank was a Russian tax haven bank, based in 
Vanuatu, with offices in Auckland. 

Prok was an outfit I had written about extensively in ‘State Secrets’.  
It  was suggested to me, by a N.Z. Customs officer, that N.Z. Customs 
believed that Prok was in the habit of running up huge debts on vessels 
it owned before having its subsidiary firms (which owned such ships) 
go bankrupt. Prok would then buy the fishing boats back (once they 
had gone into liquidation), via a complex paper trail, designed to hide 
the fact that the new owners were in fact, simply the original owners 
‘in drag’. 

Notably, when Orlovka and her sister were sold to parties unknown, 
reportedly, the unusual condition of sale (to whoever that was), was 
that the vessels were to be scrapped immediately once they reached 
India. Meanwhile, on the journey to the junk yards, the two vessels 
were to send hourly communication on their exact locations (though 
whether this actually happened once the ships left N.Z. waters in not 
known).
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Prok (until it was basically asked to close it doors by the reserve bank 
about six weeks after ‘State Secrets’ hit the best seller’s list), had 
previously been located at 49 Symond St, Auckland. As previously 
mentioned, this just happens to be opposite the original offices of 
Spitz’s predecessor, Southern World Air Lines and Aussie Malcolm, 
the former National Minister of Immigration who had acted as 
immigration consultant to Harvey Misbin (Southern World Airlines); 
the American suspected of cocaine trafficking, whose clients included 
Southern Air Transport, hired to train RNZAF pilots in the 1980’s at 
the height of the Iran Contra affair. 

One of Prok’s directors was Ross Meurant, the former riot squad 
police officer turned MP, come arms dealer. Meurant’s role at Prok, 
whatever Prok may or may not have done, was, according to one 
witness, designed to give the company an air of respectability - simply 
“window dressing.” According to this source’s opinion, he doubted 
whether Meurant had any daily knowledge of what went on in the bank.  
Opinon aside it is known that during the 90’s, Meurant’s attempts to 
recruit mercenaries and purchase ex N.Z. Army weapons (before the 
public tender date using parliamentary stationary), had been the source 
of much misplaced amusement amongst N.Z.’s media. More recently, 
Meruant has turned up in a cameo role in relation to MP Winston 
Peters, and the allegations that an inquiry into organised crime’s role 
in N.Z.’s fishing industry had been scuttled; an event which would 
go on to become known as the ‘Free Lunch affair’. It had, of course, 
been Peters who, prior to tucking into a separate buffet of free tucker 
at foreign restaurants in his role as the ‘Minister for Permanently 
Overseas and Out to Lunch’ had started the Wine Box inquiry where 
he first accused, from the safety of the house, National’s collusion 
with big business. Oh, how the worms can turn.

Not to say Meurant is anything but a law abiding citizen, but in ‘State 
Secrets’, I reported on how close associates of Prok in N.Z., were 
identified as members of the Nakhodkan Russian mafia, following 
the shooting of Russian immigrant in Auckland in 1998. Meanwhile, 
a second Russian outfit, Tokobank (linked to Prok’s involvement 
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in precious metals) had been identified by the St Petersburg Press 
as a mafia bank. N.Z. Customs’ suspicion (unproven), that Prok 
was involved in the smuggling of Russian weapons, had not in fact  
originated with Prok, but with a  subsidiary firm, Xtra Enterprises 
Ltd., in Christchurch.  

An investigation into this Prok subsidiary was launched after 
several events including an incident where threats were made by an 
employee of Xtra, to inflict harm on a Christchurch businessman. 
This businessman, in response, alerted N.Z. Customs, who after 
reviewing the information provided, decided to take a closer look 
at Prok. The previously mentioned Xtra employee would appear to 
match the description of a second Russian known to have been active 
in Christchurch at this time. According to a witness, this Russian 
individual had boasted that he was involved in arms trafficking and 
ht he had once stolen an aircraft from the Russian air force. The two 
incidents coincided with the claims of Christchurch academic, Greg 
Newbold, that Eastern European weapons were being smuggled into 
Christchurch, N.Z. This claim was then supported on Radio New 
Zealand by no less than the Commissioner of Police, Peter Doone. 
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Above: Companies Office records 

Above: Directory listing at Scales House, Christchurch
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Above: Newspaper arcticles on Ross Meurant 

Orlovka Osha Dunedin 2004
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Use Your Freedom!

In 2003, a separate Christchurch arms connection surfaced, which led 
me to make an observation regarding the involvement I believed rogue 
or ex intelligence types, had in such arms networks. My comment 
proved to be more accurate than even I would have guessed. It was a 
remark made later in ‘DEADLINE’ shortly after the Christchurch Press 
(10/09/2005 also see New Zealand Herald, same date) had reported 
how a N.Z. firm, TransDiesel, had been caught up (as an innocent 
bystander), in a Dutch police investigation of arms involved in what 
the writer called “a convoluted route to the East”, mirroring almost 
exactly the description of the “complex” arms pipe line to the Middle 
east involving N.Z.’s role in arms trafficking to the Middle East, as 
made in Victor Ostrovsky’s book, ‘The Other Side of Deception’. My 
‘DEADLINE’ story began with the following introduction: 

“Belgium and the Netherlands are …trafficking centres, where 
numerous illegal arms dealers have their headquarters – A study 
Prepared by the Federal Research Division, Library of Congress, 
under an Inter Agency Agreement with the United States Government 
December 2002.”  

I then continued, “For Two Years, ‘DEADLINE’ has reported how 
arms smugglers regularly use N.Z. We reported how N.Z. provided 
arms to the Egyptian Islamic Brotherhood (EIB), led by Osama Bin 
Laden’s Lieutenant, Dr. Al Zawahiri. Our report was published well 
before news broke last year, that Dr. Al Zawahiri had visited N.Z. 
to set up fronts for arms purchases. We maintained that this network 
was centered in Belgium and Holland. Again, our claims were made 
in advance of reports identifying N.Z. as a transit for U.S. arms parts 
passing though from Holland into Iran (sic) .....’

The story in question had been motivated again, by failed attempts to 
get anyone within N.Z.’s media to ask serious questions concerning 
UR82008 and the long line of connected aircrafts that had been turning 
up in N.Z. since Spitz’s arrival in the early 90’s. It was an attempt that 
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failed again when I contacted the media in relation to the release of 
the ‘Lord of War’, a motion movie based on Victor Bout, directed by, 
no less than kiwi, Andrew Niccol. I then tried Amnesty International 
in N.Z. after becoming aware that they were also using the movie 
(though unaware in N.Z. as to who Victor Bout was), to promote 
the issue of arms trafficking, but I failed to even get Ced Simpson, 
the N.Z. director of Amnesty International, to respond to any of my 
repeated phone calls.  

To be fair, I had previously clashed with Ced Simpson and Ahmed 
Zaoui’s lawyer, Deborah Manning over Zaoui’s claims of innocence, 
based on the number of times his name was found in the address books 
of known terrorists and the fact that he entered N.Z. from Burkiano 
Faiso, using at least one false passport; an item not easily accessible 
to the average refugee. In the final verdict, regardless of Zaoui’s 
background, Amnesty International however are correct to defend 
Zaoui on the basis that the N.Z. government, in this case, have tried 
to deviate from due process. To allow this to happen in the Zaoui case 
because of unfounded evidence (e.g. the SIS refusal to provide the 
evidence they claimed proved Zaoui was a terrorist), is a dangerous 
and slippery slope. To truly put things in context, Amnesty is one of 
the few international charities that I would feel happy to recommend 
that people donate money to.

The lack of questions or apparent curiosity by N.Z.’s Amnesty was 
however disheartening, especially as ‘DEADLINE’s’ N.Z. stories (as 
we shall later see), had direct human rights concerns, relating to civil 
liberties abuses in Iraq at Abu Ghraib, which extended to allegations of 
homicide. These allegations, in hindsight, have proven, like so many 
of the claims ‘DEADLINE’ has reported on, to be accurate despite 
sounding far fetched in the beginning. Subsequently at the time, I 
would feel some bitterness, when I looked at the Amnesty sticker on 
my computer, “Use Your Freedom”, which I received when I signed 
up as an Amnesty International member a few years ago in solidarity 
with the number of journalists overseas, struggling to get the truth 
out in countries where that task is often a dangerous assignment. The 
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bitterness grew when later I read a subsequent Amnesty International 
report, ‘Dead on Time – arms transportation, brokering and the threat 
to human rights’: (The authors of this report are Amnesty International 
and TransArms, Research Centre for the Logistics of Arms Transfers, 
dated 10 May, 2006 AI Index ACT 30/008/2006).  

“Hundred of thousands of small arms and light weapons from the 
Bosnia and Herzegovina’s (BiH) war-time stockpiles together with 
tens of millions of rounds of ammunition which were reportedly 
shipped - clandestinely and without public oversight - to Iraq by a 
chain of private brokers and transport contractors under the auspices 
of the U.S. Department of Defence, DoD, between July 31, 2004 
and June 31, 2005, according to sources within the European Union 
Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina (EUFOR), the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the Office of the 
High Representative (OHR). However, whether these weapons and 
ammunition reached or remained in Iraq remains in doubt”.  

The Amnesty report went on to state how the firms suspected of 
having uplifted the weapons, were the very same ones being used by 
the Pentagon to supply the U.S. war in Iraq. Again, I refer back to 
the wording of my October 2005 ‘Arms Special’ that I had tried, to 
no avail, to bring to Amnesty’s attention. “The picture of the enemy 
within is duplicated in Iraq, where ‘$US one billion’ cash theft has 
been attributed to dubious arms deals, involving ‘rogue elements 
within U.S. military and intelligence service”, a point to consider 
when reading the following passage in the report:

“The Moldovan air firm, which flew the cargo out of a U.S. air base 
at Tuzla, north-east Bosnia, was flying without a license. The firm, 
Aerocom, named in a 2003 UN investigation of the diamonds-for-
guns trade in Liberia and Sierra Leone” [which identified UR82008 
as one of the planes involved-  authors note], is now defunct, but its 
assets and aircraft are registered with another Moldovan firm, Jet Line 
International…The sale, purchase, transportation and storage of the 
[Bosnian] weapons has been handled entirely by a complex network 
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of private arms brokers, freight forwarders and air cargo companies 
operating, at times, illegally, and subject to little or no governmental 
regulation (sic)”. Its principal offender, you guessed it, Victor Bout. 
 
Amnesty’s reluctance to get involved could be understood if this 
was a singular incident, but as our next visitor shows, not only was 
this not a singular event, but instead, it pointed to the fact that N.Z. 
was a lot more involved in the military industrial complex than our 
politicians and generals were letting on. In fact, when it came to ‘rent-
a-killer’, the world’s elite dogs of war, men like Colonel Tim Spicer, 
can be found actively and frequently beating their way to N.Z. doors. 

• Egyptian Islamic Brotherhood (more commonly know as the Muslim 
Brotherhood 

Page 76



Chapter Five:
The Lords of War

Above: LZSFL- IRAQ December 4th 2003

Above: Look at who reads DEADLINE

Page 77



Above: An email list of former NZSAS personnel
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“There’s something happening here. What it is ain’t exactly clear. There’s 
a man with a gun over there telling me I got to beware I think it’s time we 
stop, children, what’s that sound. Everybody look what’s going down”- 
Buffalo Springfield ‘For What It’s Worth’.

“You be�er watch your back, you have really pissed off the South Africans“
– Source a�er my 2004 ‘DEADLINE’, ‘Arms Aotearoa Special’, came
out.

Licensed to Kill 

In 1997, LZ-SFL, a Ukrainian Antonov 12 (leased from Antonov 
Design Bureau in 1993), belonging to Air Sofia, previously based at 
Ostend Airport in Holland, briefly made N.Z. its home. According 
to the Bulgarian based aviation firm’s own website, its sister craft is 
LZ-SFN, which also operates from Ostend Airport, where it belonged 
to Phoenix Air, the aviation firm used by Simon Spitz (“Pacific 
Express”), to run Bulgarian arms into Sierra Leone. In fact, LZ-SFL 
is known to have operated in Queensland in 1999 (filling in for a firm 
called “Pacific Air Express”), at a time when another Air Sofia airplane 
(based in Hamilton, NZ), had largely been servicing the South Pacific 
during the 90’s. Today, the two aircraft largely operate out of Ostend, 
where they service many countries, including Iraq. 

Other than that, I have, in fact, been unable to find out more about these 
two N.Z. Air Sofia craft. Yet, according to a number of watch dog 
groups, including the group ‘Human Rights Watch’, “Air Sofia has a 
long established record of arms smuggling.” In 1994 for example, Air 
Sofia cargo planes were used to ferry Bulgarian arms to the Angolan 
government. On April 9, 1995, Air Sofia planes were detained in Cape 
Verde after one hundred tons of weapons were discovered. The same 
year, another Air Sofia craft vessel trafficked arms to Ecuador. In 
the late nineties, it was involved in arms shipments to Eritrea. The 
New York Times stated that the airline repeatedly ferried “Bulgarian-
made Kalashnikov assault rifles”, ammunition, and grenades “aboard 
Ukrainian cargo planes.” 

In February 1997, “two planes” (registration unknown), were leased 
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from Air Sofia just shortly before they were spotted at Moresby 
airport, in Papua New Guinea (PNG), unloading their cargo of 
“military equipment and foreign personnel” (The Guardian March 
1997). This chance observation subsequently led to the so-called 
‘Sandline affair’, resulting in the attempt by the PNG government to 
bring in mercenaries to solve the Bougainville crisis brought on by 
the islanders, on Bougainville’s disputes with multinational mining 
interests. Representing such multinational forces, was the mercenary, 
Colonel Tim Spicer, of Sandline Security, a British mercenary force 
closely associated via joint operations and sub contracting with the 
very unsavory South African outfit, Executive Outcomes.

It was Executive Outcomes (EO), who pioneered the corporate 
reincarnation of the mercenary trade, though it was earlier “ex” SAS 
firms such as Saladin and KMS who first established the practice 
of blurring the lines between what could be called Private Military 
Contractors and Crown enterprises. Set up in 1989, by Eeben Barlow, 
most of EO’s soldiers (70 per cent of whom are black), were veterans 
of South Africa’s anti- apartheid elite counterinsurgency units, such 
as the 32 ‘Buffalo’ Battalion, the Reconnaissance Commandos 
(‘Reccies’); and the paramilitary ‘Koevoet’ (‘The Crowbar’) in the 
eighties.

At this time, Barlow was reported as having been a senior ranking 
employee of the South African Civil Cooperation Bureau (CCB) who 
over saw South Africa’s Counterinsurgency Special Forces units. 
CCB assignment principally evolved around the destabilisation of 
South Africa’s black neighbours, and South Africa’s antiapartheid 
movement; their tactics, assassination and terrorist attacks on civilian 
targets (often blamed on the ANC). Regime. However CCB would 
also use units such as the Koevoet, not only to wage war on black 
African states, but to distribute and smuggle drugs including ecstasy, 
cocaine, mandrax (allegedly imported in South Africa via the Tamil 
tigers),  and heroin, manufactured and distributed by the South African 
Security Forces CCB units, to the black ghettos and overseas as well. 
The most famous of the CCB drugs efforts, was the manufacturing of 
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a brand of ecstasy categorised MDA (most ecstasy is MDMA), known 
on the streets as “007’s”. The CCB distributed more than “73,000,000” 
007’s tablets. This included, on one occasion, stuffing the nose cone 
of a jumbo jet chartered to fly the Springbok team into the U.K. during 
the 1995 World Cup. 

CCB dabbling in drugs quickly brought the South Africans into 
contact with a host of organised criminals, especially the Russians, 
according to a number of international and U.S. government reports.  
Notably since 1998 to date, this author has encountered three former 
South African intelligence types linked to N.Z.’s fishing and trucking 
industry, specifically, firms suspected by N.Z. customs ( whose 
origins can be traced back to Invercargill in the seventies), of drugs 
trafficking. I have also encountered two sources, to date, who insist 
that a Russian-South African smuggling syndicate is active in Bluff, 
using long established routes established in the seventies to bring in 
drugs, or to use N.Z. as a transit point for arms. This is consistent with 
the fact that the gangs named in this task is now dominated by the sons 
of one Mr Asia Christchurch lieutenants a woman of no less reputation 
that her lightening bolted tattooed silver Mercedes driving sons.

The arms aspect of this ring ties into the same N.Z. multinationals 
(who, aside from their alleged Eastern European connections, now 
also have extensive South African connections), believed to have 
been the centre of Paul White’s arms allegations. While a third source, 
who was clearly afraid, has talked of a Ukrainian-Israeli (who had 
served in South Africa’s military intelligence) individual of a clearly 
dubious nature. One example of this subject’s dubious nature is his 
phone conversation to “N.Z. Customs” (more likely immigration - 
authors NB) during which, he insisted that he had no knowledge of 
the whereabouts of his relatives, as the very same relatives sat upstairs 
watching television. The sources state that, despite a close association 
with this person, at the time of the call, the source remained puzzled as 
to the origins of this subject’s income and that he and his family lived 
as though they had “unlimited wealth though they had no apparent 
source of income”.
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Whilst individually each of these sources - not named for their safety 
- has liabilities, collectively, such stories in each case continue to 
support each other in the main details. The key words appearing in 
each case are: Russian/Ukrainian- Israeli, or South African/South 
African-Israeli, ex special forces intelligence, involved in ecstasy/
arms trafficking. More importantly, the stories of these sources are 
corroborated by data increasingly available in the public arena since 
1998 when I fist named the South Africans and Russians as one of the 
dominant overseas crime syndicates operating in NZ.

Page 82



Lawyers Drugs & Arms

• 1998 - Large quantities of ecstasy and heroin were also found 
in Sydney. The suspects are described as a South African-Israeli 
syndicate. 

• 1998 - Two South Africans, Albertus Kwyrk, a former member of 
the Kovoet, a police detective in Pretoria’s police force (in charge of 
its counter-drugs campaign), and John Goldsmith - precise military 
background not known - were arrested for smuggling cocaine and 
MDA (007’s) into N.Z. Despite smuggling class A (and the largest 
quantity of E seized at that time), the duo served less than a year in 
prison after turning states evidence in a homicide case. Defence lawyer, 
Donald Stevens, maintains the two were in fact the real killers in a case 
(The Crown vs William Haanstra) which the Crown lost. The Crown’s 
informants included Maynard Goldsmith, ex naval intelligence, who 
testified after having been given immunity from prosecution. The 
head of the ring, according to court testimony, is believed to have 
been a South African “Jewish” citizen who ran a strip club, better 
known as the ‘Titty Twister’.  At the time, the head of Wellington’s 
Organised Crime Unit, Paul Berri, described my allegations of this 
ring, as being part of a larger network a conspiracy theory. However, 
customs called the above case, then the largest in N.Z., a “milk run”, 
meaning they believed the two men were part of a larger organisation. 
It is now however, accepted by the N.Z. police that the South African-
Israeli-Soviet connection (using ex Special Forces intelligence types), 
is more than theory.

• 2003 - $2.5 million in cocaine was seized from a South African-Israeli 
at Auckland Airport. The subjects were described as being part of an 
“International billion dollar syndicate”. 

• 2004 - Victor Chechelnitsky, a Ukrainian-Israeli (and former soldier), 
was prosecuted for using a false passport: one of 377 stolen Israeli 
passports. Detective Sergeant Aaron Pascoe stated he was aware of 
two other Ukrainian nationals also involved in the same trade. (Court 
of Appeal, Wellington CA160/04 2 August 2004; 1 September 2004/. 
See also “ex kgb” types involvement in organised crime – ‘NZ Police 
Helping Monitor Incursion by Russian Gangster’ 9.01.06 New Zealand 
Herald’). 
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It’s a Corporate Thing

Returning to the subject of mercenaries Spicer, a former officer in the 
Royal Scots Guard (where he served as the spokesman for General 
Michael Rose, the United Nations commander during the Bosnian 
conflict), was allegedly also a member of the SAS, where he had 
participated in the highly controversial Pagoda Squads, and subject to 
accusation of having been involved in the homicide “assassination” of 
civilians, during the U.K.’s military involvement in Northern Ireland. 
The Northern Ireland connection held huge significance, I believe, 
regarding the motivation behind my source’s reasons for contacting 
me, to inform me that Spicer would be in Dunedin on November 18th 
2005.

It had been Spicer and his ‘boss’, Tony Buckingham’s plan (however, 
officially Buckingham was never a registered director of Sandline), to 
put down the rebellion on behalf of companies with mining interests 
in the region. Firms such as Branch Energy; firms with links to Adnan 
Khashoggi such as Emperor Mining and Barrick Gold, and companies 
with close ties (though not subsidiaries as often cited) to the South 
African mercenary unit Executive Outcomes.  In 1998, after the 
Sandline affair, the two firms (Sandline and Executive Outcomes) 
were embroiled in yet another incident relating to the shipment of 
“Bulgarian arms” to Sierra Leone using “Ukrainian air carriers” on 
behalf of Adnan Khashoggi, Rakesh Saxena and Sanjivan Ruprah, ( a 
former executive at Branch Energy, one of the firms associated with 
the 1997 Sandline affair in PNG). 

• Though there is no direct link between Sandline and mining giant, 
Rio Tinto Zinc, it should be noted that Sandline’s aim in PNG would 
have benefited this Australian based, multinational. 

Spicer maintained that Khashoggi’s ‘oil war’ in Sierra Leone was 
an operation carried out entirely with her “majesty’s approval”. This 
was because a subsequent investigation by Customs and Excise, and 
a government inquiry (that resulted in more than a few heads rolling), 
failed to find Spicer and his colleagues guilty of any crime, which 
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seemed to verify Spicer’s position. It also, however, cast a shadow 
over the activity of the two Air Sofia aircraft in N.Z. during 1997 - 
the time of the Sandline affair - especially as allegations existed that 
N.Z.’s spy service, the Government Security Communication Bureau, 
provided intelligence to Spicer during his PNG operations. Though 
lacking supporting evidence, the claim can be balanced against the 
fact that it is known that the Australian Security Intelligence Service 
(ASIS), also knew of Spicer’s activities in PNG and only chose to 
inform the Australian government of the fact after the incident went 
public.

In ‘State Secrets’ I referred to a source who claimed to have been a 
former SAS soldier, who I code named, CASPER. Casper claimed that 
the testimony made by one of my infantry instructors in September 
1994, that N.Z. military had planned to send a fifteen man team to 
assassinate members of the Bougainville separatist movement (but 
that it had been cancelled at the last moment), was correct. I also 
noted a series of assassinations (or attempted assassinations made 
while returning from ‘peace negotiations in N.Z., brokered by the N.Z. 
military), on the Bougainville leaders, by forces using techniques that 
appeared to be in the style of those used by Commonwealth Special 
Forces. This included an attempt to plant a radio transmitter on the 
rebel leader, Francis Ona, in Honiara (where Air Sofia regularly flew), 
by forces linked to Spicer. Such actions were described by CASPER 
at that time as a “corporate thing.”

However, according to the source who alleged that ‘State Secrets’ had 
got it “bang on”, when it maintains that SAS member, Dan Flanagan, 
did not die on a training exercise, but did die of gun shot wounds (the 
controversy as to where and how he received those wounds remains), 
things were not as black and white as they seem (are they ever?). 
Reportedly, four soldiers of Polynesian descent, just as my instructor 
had claimed, named without prejudice as “Fi Wani, Chris Rakuna, and 
a couple of Fijian boys” (spelling assumed) took “extended leave.” 

At this point, they ended up in Papua New Guinea working (and 
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here’s the kicker), for the same mining firm as identified by CASPER 
back in 1998. These sources, as a separate source maintains, also 
took operation in the highlands, an operation where the kiwis worked 
alongside “South Africans”, who reportedly failed to impress the kiwis 
as they were “gun-shy”. 

The source then proceeded to give me a substantial amount of 
information, most of which I was able to cross reference against the 
email address book of a former N.Z. SAS soldier, which shows exactly 
how extensively N.Z.’s security forces have become involved in the 
private military contractors trade. I list the following: 

1. Alan Brosnan - teestra@bellsouth.net, Duke Henry “Teao 
Henry” - Kaharau@xtra.co.nz

If you reference Bronsnan and Henry’s book, ‘Soldiering On’, you will 
see how PMC recruiter, American, Mark Lonsdale, was allowed into 
the N.Z. SAS, allegedly top security base, so that he could approach 
one of the authors with a job offer. 

The Dunedin born, Brosnan’s PMC work includes; - Getting chased out 
of Venezuela by the locals (Along with Henry Duke), (Vheadline.com 
8.498), at a time when the Venezuelans felt that the U.S. presence there 
had less to do with drugs and more to do with ’ rolling’ a government 
wanting to control its own oil. (See also his interview, Sunday Star 
Times, October 13 2002). - Working with Black Water Security a US 
PMC company active in Iraq. - A stint as a body guard to George Bush 
(senior or junior not known), according to a family friend.

2. Charles Bryers - cbryers@barrick.com 

Bryers, whose address ends “barrick.com”, the same name as 
Khashoggi’s Barrick Gold, is reportedly a C4 (a plastic explosive) 
“whiz”, which of course will give me one more thing to think about 
when I lie awake at night oh well all part of the job I guess. 
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His business partner, ‘Buzz’ Otene, was reportedly the best tracker 
in Malaysia, entering the SAS at the age of 17; by literally walking 
up to the doors of the regiment, at least that’s how the story goes 
anyway. Otene & Bryers reportedly run a private security firm, Lima 
United. According to the CV of Winter Olympic contender, Simon 
Simon Wi Rutene, Lima United (Rutene described his 1997 job as 
“Business Intelligence” and “VIP protection”), worked for several oil 
firms, including the Ssangyong Korea oil Refinery, Saudi Aramco, 
and Caspian Crude.

3. Bernard Isherwood - bernardisherwood@hotmail.com      

No less than the former head of NZSAS, who left the SAS to work with 
the elite PMC unit, the Cromwell Group, who aside from employing 
ex-KGB and FBI agents, reportedly also did a stint at training the 
All Blacks. Its other N.Z. agents include David Haslett, the former 
head of the Criminal Investigation Bureau, whose offices are located 
halfway between the SIS Christchurch office and the Christchurch 
police station, opposite the Dux De Lux, next door to the coffee house 
where a skinhead once proved the effectiveness of the glock pistol 
when he took 22 bullets and lived to tell the tale (the next day the 
sign at the coffee house read “Come in for a shot”). As luck would 
have it, the Oxford Terrace side of the block, where Ronin is located, 
belongs to Risk Security, whose employees included ex-head of gang 
intelligence, Kevin Burrowes, and initially Quentin Doig, another ex-
copper, plus several former NZSIS agents. This proximity of agencies 
involving former security force personnel and police officers occurred 
in the same fashion as the registered offices of Minerva that were only 
a stone throw from the original SIS building located in Latimer Square. 
The SIS moved their offices in the late nineties to Gloucester Street, 
opposite the RSA and the Christchurch officer’s club, just around the 
corner from the offices of Ronin.   

In an article with the Nelson Mail, Isherwood claims to have hung 
up his guns to take a management job at Nelson school. However, 
he is known to have been involved in a security firm, Fern Bridge 
Security, whose current website states, “Individually selected and 
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assessed-They are either ex-NZ SAS or form equivalent military or 
police background” 

4. Peter Maher - p-maher@ihug.co.nz - A former colonel in the 
Force Intelligence Group.

5. Tony Hauraki and Ken Whatuira  - tonyhauraki@internet.
co.nz & onix@xtra.co.nz 

Hauraki, is a former Military Policeman (before entering the SAS), who 
partnered up with British SAS veteran, Ken Watuira. The two gained 
attention in early 2000, when their outfit, Onix Security, conducted 
a ‘snatch and grab’ of alleged (‘alleged’ being the key word), sugar 
magnate Johnson Cornelius Lo “under the nose of New Zealand peace 
keepers” (The Dominion March 11 2000). 

Aside from its questionable activities (in terms of legality), Onix also 
guarded the America’s Cup (Now Team Emirates) and trained N.Z. 
police and military personnel in the lead up to Asia Pacific Economic 
Conference (APEC) in 1999. Reportedly, it was set up via funding 
provided by the Waipareira Trust, while John Tamihere was the trust’s 
CEO, so you just know it can be trusted.

6. Several address ending with the call signs, ‘BHP’ and ‘BP’, 
in clear reference again to mining and oil industry.

7. Deanne Morgan - ddmorgan@hotmail.com, vmax@myplace.
net.au, dmorgan@vertexsecurity.com.au 

The email address for a major ballistic security manufacturer, 
associated with Tyco and Wormald, whose directors include the ex-
secret service agent, James Covert (where do they get their names?), 
who lives in Blanket Bay, Queenstown and owns a chalet at Millbrook 
resort, which features in the last chapter of this book.

8. Warren Young and Judy Flew - warrenyoung@control-
risks.com, judy.flew@control-risk.com, juanita@gdc.gov.nz
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I know neither person, but I do know Control Risk very well. Yet, 
before moving on to this point, it might be valuable to point out that 
the multiple email addresses for ‘Flew’ has two address listed one as 
‘Flew at Control risk’, while the other is significantly labeled ‘gdc’ 
(which I have been told stands for government defence contractor), 
‘gov.nz’, certainly stands for ‘New Zealand Government’. So here we 
have a undisputed example of the New Zealand Government on one 
hand saying it’s cracking down on mercenaries, while on the other it 
can be found in bed with no less than with one of the largest mercenary 
companies known to be operating in Iraq.

Such double standards and blatant misrepresentation for the truth is 
hardly surprising. For, as you shall see, when it comes to the killing 
business, crown business & big business is increasingly one in the 
same. These days everybody is out to get their slice of the action.

Page 90



The Super Soldier Fallacy 

The June 2000 issue of Te Putatara states, “As with the SIS, there are 
many wannabe SAS types out there who claim to have been members 
of the SAS, and who tell fantastic tales about their dreamed up exploits, 
one of these Walter Mitty Types is an informant for Ben Vidgen”. 

In the book, I make it very clear that this was CASPER’S claim, and 
that while I could not confirm or deny this information, I knew he was 
ex-military and widely regarded for his close combat quarter skills, at 
a level not taught at the Boy Scouts. (He in fact is bodyguard to one of 
the wealthiest families in N.Z. - holding a job that the boss would not 
have given him without him having provided sufficiently impressive 
credentials).  I also point out that his intelligence (despite the seemingly 
unbelievable nature of his claims), has always proven correct once 
checked against independent sources. Te Putatara (whoever they may 
be), attempted to discredit me by pointing out that while I claim to be a 
defence intelligence analyst, I was in fact just a “low grade intelligence 
clerk in the territorial”. 

Again, Te Putatara showed exactly how much they knew about security 
issues (which apparently is not a lot). ‘State Secrets’ very clearly paints 
my military career, warts and all (mostly warts actually), including the 
fact that I was not even an intelligence clerk, but that I had simply 
served on attachment to a counter intelligence unit, having come over 
from the Artillery where, despite my title of Artillery Intelligence 
Operator, my primary task was being the crapiest signals operator to 
have ever served. I have never suggested that I was anything but a ‘cut 
lunch commando’, but what I did do, was serve in the military for six 
years at a time when the N.Z. government was focused on low level 
insurgency (guerilla warfare), whilst I was studying political science, 
where I specialised in security issues. This is the basis for my claims to 
be a defence analyst. I also had access, as a result of this experience, to 
sources who would normally not talk to journalists. If Te Putatara had 
really known what they were talking about, they would have spotted 
the typo on the back page, which everyone else with a genuine military 
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knowledge has: there is no such thing as the Royal New Zealand Army 
(that should be Royal New Zealand Artillery). 

As for the claim that SAS soldiers never talk (“not even to other 
soldiers”), I refer you to Andy McNab’s book and the other books 
written by ex-SAS soldiers that are sitting on the bookshelves, at 
Whitcoulls (such as the N.Z. SAS soldier, whose book was subject 
to a court case at the time Te Putatara was spouting their so-called 
‘facts’). Alternatively, there are ex-N.Z. SAS soldiers, such as Alan 
Brosnan and Duke Henry, who freely speak to journalists all the time. 
Ironically, one of the side effects of the Private Military business is 
that in the pursuit of the dollars, the impenetrable walls of Papakura 
are no longer as secure as they might once have been.  As for the, “not 
even to other soldiers”, one word should suffice, ‘bollocks’. 

Yet, much of my material regarding the SAS is sourced from people 
who are no longer serving, then cross referenced against my more 
reliable intelligence contacts. I do not hang around in bars marked 
‘SAS’. In general, my information comes via chance encounters or 
through introductions from family members, friends, or sometimes, 
former members of the SAS (where trusted sources can verify their 
backgrounds) on a one off basis. The information is either verified/
rejected by a few trusted sources or cross referenced against the findings 
of other journalists, private contractors, or academics who work in 
related fields when the information is not available in the public arena 
(you would be surprised what does turn up in the public arena if you 
know where to look).  There are basically two types of people who 
read my material, those who know from their own experience that 
my statements on NZ role in highly classified covert operations are 
usually accurate (“you get  it right about 70% of the time”, to quote 
one informed source), then there are the wannabes. The latter never 
come to me to directly challenge me with their doubts. Instead, they 
choose to speak ‘knowledgeably’ (though without displaying their 
own qualifications in the open), about material they clearly know little 
about. 
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Above: Aegis [Spicer ex British SAS], Control Risk [ex British NZ Australian SAS 
& intelligence], Fernbrige [Bernard Isherwood ex head of NZSAS also attached to 

Cromwell group]  TEES [Alan Brosnan ex NZSAS also linked to Control Risk, Onix]
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Chapter Six:
Aotearoa Arms Incorporated

“The Spider web of  Private Armies, Merchants of Death, Financial Artists 
and Politicians, casting Adnan Khashoggi, Tim Spicer, Rakesh Saxena, 
Tony Buckingham, Simon Mann, Viktor Bout, Sanjivan Ruprah, Amador 
Pastrana and many more, …First to name is Tim Spicer, a constant 
newsmaker for more than a decade, negative news mostly” – ‘Mercenaries, 
Crooks, and Mines’ – Sydney Indymedia 14. 3.06.

When Stake-Outs Go Bad

In 2005, after having written the article, ‘Aotearoa Arms Incorporated’, 
which suggested that N.Z. was up to its bloody neck in Iraq, via the 
groups like Control Risk, who were busily recruiting NZSAS, police 
and other government paramilitary trained personnel, I was surprised 
to find, that after a week of discovering that people trying to get a 

Above: Tim Spicer & the alledged documentation showing he arrived in Dunedin 
under the cover of darkness in October 2005
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hold of me could not; that my work phone, a prepaid unit, had been 
disconnected. One such person trying to contact me directly because of 
the article, thinking laterally, contacted me through one of my clients 
who advertises in ‘DEADLINE’. This client, an Irishman, identified 
the mysterious caller as an “Irishman trying to sound English”. 
Through the means supplied to me, I arranged to meet the mysterious 
stranger, whose introduction had begun, “you better watch your back, 
you have seriously pissed off the South Africans.” He gave me his 
name, to which I promptly responded, “don’t worry I’ll soon forget 
it. It’s not like it’s your real name, is it?” The mysterious ‘Irishman’ 
(hereafter referred to as Danny Boy) made no attempt to correct me.

The meeting took place at Nova Café, owned by a relative of then 
TVNZ CEO, Ian Fraser. After initially trying to engage Danny Boy 
in light conversation, the rather nervous individual made it clear that 
he wanted to get straight to the point. I had chosen Nova as it has a 
few surprise features - good for shaking anyone wanting to eavesdrop. 
The first feature is that a glass door divides Nova from the Dunedin 
Art Gallery - not immediately apparent to anyone not operating on 
home ground. I took the source through the doors and into a separate 
enclave, used for viewing videos. The end result being that there were 
then three walls between us and anyone who might be trying to listen 
in to our conversation.

It was at this point that Danny Boy dropped his bombshell. Tim Spicer 
was to arrive in Dunedin to meet with N.Z. government officials. 
Danny Boy, who claimed to have served in some shit holes”, stated 
that he had just recently come from the “green zone in Iraq”.  From 
here the conversation soon turned to discussing the arms claims of 
Paul White and Citibank. The shifty Irishman  then opened his bag 
and produced what he claimed was Spicer’s Citibank account number, 
from a bunch of documents wrapped military style, in a plastic bag 
and bundled together with a rubber band. Amongst the bundles he 
flipped through, I caught a glimpse of a brand new Canadian passport, 
with few apparent entries - an item which conflicted radically with the 
apparent age and claims of this well travelled Irishman. The source then 
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provided me with documents supporting his Spicer claim - documents 
which, on later inspection, I remained unimpressed with. At the time, 
highly suspicious, I was equally intrigued as to what this source’s 
motives were for talking to me. He claimed he had a family score to 
settle with Spicer, who had served in Northern Ireland, an important 
point, as much of the public material on Spicer’s recent activities in 
Iraq seemed to have made its first appearance in the Irish press. 

The feeling that I should not make the mistake of treating Danny Boy 
as a ‘friend’ grew, when on parting; I was met with a surprisingly limp 
handshake and Danny Boy’s unwillingness to make eye-contact. This 
and a few other events that had taken place during the interview had 
the hairs on the back of my neck standing up. One example was the 
‘crew-cut’ gallery ‘employee’ (who I have never seen at the gallery 
before or since) who turned up halfway through our talk and made 
fairly obvious attempts to study non-existent art on the walls of the 
video booth, while inching closer and closer until we shut up. At this 
point, frustrated at being unable to hear our conversation, he simply 
threw the ‘workers tag’, hanging around his neck, on the counter, 
before walking out of the gallery in huff. Following this meeting, I 
safely stashed my tapes and duplicates of the ‘documents’ in a number 
of spots, taking the attitude of, “I might be paranoid, but better to be 
paranoid than to be Paul White.”

Although I was conscious at the time that the entire operation might 
have been a set up or a hoax, I contacted TVNZ’s John McDermott, 
courtesy of Ian Fraser’s P.A., who had made an appointment for me. I 
explained that my plan was to attempt to secure Spicer on video tape. 
However, I was not overly confident that anyone would turn up, as 
I explained that I ‘was pretty certain that I was being sent on a wild 
goose chase’; the entire exercise could be a ruse designed to get me to 
write a story to embarrass myself, reducing the impact of any future 
stories I might write while destroying my own credibility.

Yet, ruse or not, things started to get odd. I got home to discover that 
a giant South African had moved in across the hall from my inner- 
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city apartment. Hans, as I came to know him would spend the greater 
time of his short stay, knocking on my door asking for things, whilst 
looking over my shoulder. Deeming that things had now moved from 
paranoia to an indication of a real and identifiable threat to me, I 
used a variation of an old counter surveillance trick. I placed a small 
amount of blue tac and planted it in the ledge of my door at floor level. 
If the door was then opened, and closed afterwards, the effect would 
squeeze the blue tac beyond the door ledge, making it apparent to the 
naked eye. 

That day, I came home to find that someone had at the very least been 
trying my door handle. Being somewhat of a smartarse, I responded 
by writing, ‘Hi, you’re on Candid Camera. Welcome Brudder, we 
have been expecting you’, on a white- board. This did not prove as 
funny as I first thought. I came home, and having unlocked two doors, 
found that a response (in a language I have yet to have successfully 
translated), had been posted on the white-board in the interim. I called 
a colleague, Matthew Potts, from Shield Investigation and as we were 
in the process of whisking the sign out through the front door to get it 
photographed, we came face to face with the startled South African. 
As it happens, that was the last time I saw Hans. He moved out as 
quickly as he had appeared.

Originally, I had hoped to use two teams, using multiple cars to cover 
the two possible air strips that Spicer would have had to use. Having 
reportedly flown into Auckland at that time, made air travel the only 
way possible to be in Dunedin in the time frame given by ‘Danny 
Boy’. However, my lack of faith in Danny Boy grew when my N.Z. 
customs contact came up ‘empty’ on anyone traveling under the name 
of Spicer, or using the alias that Spicer was meant to be traveling 
under. For my surveillance project, I had put together Matthew Potts, 
one of his employees, a former undercover police officer and a handful 
of mates with considerable martial arts experience (of which I have 
none).  In the short time available, I was pleased with my ability to put 
together and plan a surveillance operation.
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Unfortunately, even the best laid plans can go pear-shaped at the best 
of times, and one after another, my team became unavailable on the 
night in question. The exception been my mate, George Bradford. 
George is about as threatening as I am, which to be frank, can be best 
summed up as, not very! George’s past jobs include; circus hand, bush 
piloting in Africa, and being a roadie for a news agency in Bosnia but 
he was at this point, a care-giver for the intellectually handicapped, a 
background which would lead George to dryly suggest upon seeing 
the lack of turnout by the other volunteers, that he may as well have 
brought along a few of his “special forces” (clients), who could at least 
drool on Spicer in the event that he did turn up.

Thus, with a ‘surveillance’ team of two, in a second hand Lada, we 
set off into the night on our way to Dunedin Airport, having literally 
tossed a coin in the air to pick one of the possible locations on a whim. 
Things only went from bad to worse, and the option of the drooling 
“special forces” began to look attractive when we arrived late to the 
airport after having to go back and look for the video battery of my 
camera, which had fallen out when I stopped to answer the call of 
nature on the roadside in the dark. Spicer, surprisingly, was no-where 
to be seen which considering the reality of our farcical news- team, 
was probably a good thing, all things considered.

Yet, even though I had no video, things still continued to escalate. 
After the airport debacle I was dropped off by George, and did a 
circuit of the hotels (hoping on the off chance that Spicer was stupid 
enough to be found in a downstairs bar).  When I finally got home I 
was attracted to the window by a weird noise, only to discover that 
about a dozen people had congregated outside my apartment and were 
busy carrying out a haka beneath my window. When I returned to 
the window with my camera, the group dispersed into the dark, like 
ghosts. This set the mood for a night where little sleep was to be had. 
The following day brought the discovery that while I had been running 
around looking for Spicer in Dunedin, an arms expo had been held at 
Te Papa, Wellington!

• Notably during the researching of this book I would found out that 
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one of Trade NZ senior executives  had been a former senior officer 
who served in the NZ SAS and served in Zimbabwe in the eighties 
before setting up his own security firm.

This arms expo was made up of several groups with interests or 
intentions, of being involved in rebuilding Iraq. The event had been 
hosted by no less than Trade N.Z. Later, a Dunedin security firm, 
with a world-wide reputation for security consultancy, would also 
corroborate the claim that something was clearly going on that week, 
but they had no idea of exactly what (I later discovered this firm was 
working with PMC’s operating in Iraq). Meanwhile a separate source 
(the one claiming the IRD were being told, “hands off Queenstown”) 
stated that Spicer had been in N.Z. for five days in the same time 
frame I’d been looking for him on the streets of Dunedin.

The night after ‘when stake-outs go bad’, I returned home to find one 
more visitor in a vehicle parked outside my house. The driver smoking 
a cigarette listening to music acknowledged my glance with a nod and 
was clearly not threatening, or trying to blend into the shadows, so I 
did not bother to record his license plate number. The same vehicle 
and its chain smoking inhabitant however were still there when I 
looked out the window nearly three hours later. For the first time that 
week I got some sleep, without waking every five minutes to the howl 
of the wind or a stray barking dog. It seemed as though along the way, 
I had attracted (not for the first time in my career) my own guardian 
angel…  

At this time, I also discovered that Control Risk, identified as one of the 
firms recruiting N.Z. soldiers for Iraq (Kiwis flout rules to moonlight 
as Security in Iraq Jonathan Milnes13.4 2004), had won a 48 million 
pounds sterling contract to co-ordinate the 20,000 PMC’s operating 
in Iraq. For reasons which have never surfaced completely (but 
involved criminal actions), Control Risk was disgraced. Its shadow, 
Aegis Security, now run by Tim Spicer, would step in and fill the 
void. Aegis and Control Risk are supposedly not the same outfit, but 
as with Executive Outcomes and Sandline, it is often hard to tell where 
the difference lies. The reality being that this separation is merely a 
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corporate nicety.  

As fate would have it, Control Risk directors included a senior 
executive at Rio Tito Zinc, who also happens to be the head of the 
ASIS (a service which as stated, also knew of Spicer’s activities in 
PNG, but only chose to inform the Australian government of the fact 
after the incident became public), Richard Austin. Austin, like Gilbert 
Smith, the former head of the NZSIS, also happened to be a patron of 
the World Wildlife Fund, best know for their cute and friendly panda 
bear logo. In reality, the WWF like CARE Australia (and several other 
well known charities) harbours a dark past with many dark secrets. 
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An Elephant Never Forgets

In ‘State Secrets’, I reported on a source I dubbed ‘Skull Hand’, who 
was an NCO in N.Z. Army intelligence, and a former NZSAS soldier, 
originally from Zimbabwe, where he had fought with the Rhodesian 
SAS. ‘Skull Hand’ claims to have carried out terrorist attacks that 
were blamed on black guerillas, a claim consistent with the known 
activities of the Rhodesian and South African Security Forces (under 
the offices of the CCB). In 1992, he claimed he was leaving the army 
to hunt poachers in Africa. I also report in ‘State Secrets’ how the 
WWF had been linked to a plot to destabilise Black African nations 
by smuggling in weapons to fuel tribal conflicts under the guise of an 
anti-elephant-poaching scheme. 

At the time, I had to be careful in my wording, since the matter was 
controversial and several authors, who had straight out repeated the 
claims that the WWF had been involved, had been sued. The need for 
caution was doubled, as the claim had first been made by the highly 
controversial Executive Intelligence Review (EIR). Today, while 
the actual issue of gun-running cannot be established, the issue of 
hiring mercenaries with a link to the white African state, who were 
involved in such enterprises, has been bona fide, along with the fact 
that contrary to the WWF claims, authorized personnel at WWF knew 
of the scheme.   

EIR’s October 1996 {Special Report,} states that the plot code named 
‘Operation Lock’ was run by Executive Outcome’s future boss, Eeben 
Barlow. In this case, no other evidence supports the claim that Barlow 
was specifically involved in ‘Lock’, but in light of his background, 
the claim is hardly ridiculous, and certainly as stated, South Africa’s 
CBB (where Barlow was ranked second in command), were involved 
in such clandestine activities. 

The best breakdown on how big business and the crown used the 
charity as a front for gun- running, is found in the book’At The Hand 
Of Man - The White Mans Game’ by Raymond Bonner (Schuster & 
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Schuster 1994), which notes how the mercenary forces worked for KAS 
Enterprises, a company headed by Sir David Stirling, the legendary 
founder of Britain’s Special Air Services (SAS), who “died in 1990. 
This company were engaged in clandestine activities throughout the 
world, setting up ostensibly private companies that were in fact covers 
for Britain’s MI-5 and MI-6”

The book, which gives the best outline of how the charity was abused, 
notes, ”In the late 1980’s, KAS, as part of its arrangement with WWF 
officials, trained anti-poaching units in Namibia, which was then still 
under the control of South Africa, as well as Mozambicans in South 
Africa. (The South African government was trying to destabilise 
Mozambique.) KAS also set up a “sting” operation to catch traffickers 
in ivory and rhino horn. The project was code-named “Operation 
Lock,” Lock being the maiden name of the wife of a former SAS 
officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Ian Crooke, who was in charge of it. 
Some of KAS’s anti-poaching activities were exposed in July 1989, 
by Robert Powell, the Reuter’s correspondent in Nairobi. Powell, 
however, was unable to link WWF to the operation, and so WWF 
remained silent when Powell’s story appeared, and continued working 
with KAS. But Powell’s article provoked Stephen Ellis, editor of 
Africa Confidential, a fortnightly newsletter published in London, 
to probe further. Ellis, also a freelance journalist, got an assignment 
from The Independent to write an article about Operation Lock. In 
the course of his reporting, he called WWF and talked with Robert 
San George, the organisation’s chief spokesman. San George, an 
American, had come to WWF-International in 1940 along with his 
wife, a tough lawyer who became executive assistant to de Haes. 
Without telling Ellis, San George, who has been seen with a recording 
device attached to his phone, made a verbatim transcript of their 
conversation, which he passed on to de Haes. San George even noted 
when Ellis paused to fetch a cup of coffee he had left in another room.  
 
A few days later, San George faxed a statement to Ellis. The 
statement began: “it is, and always has been, the policy of WWF 
not to engage in clandestine or covert operations which might be 
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considered unethical by governments, the public, or supporters of 
WWF.” The organisation then went on to lay the blame for the covert 
operation on John Hanks, head of the Africa Programme at WWF-
International. It said that Hanks had initiated the project “without 
the knowledge or approval of WWF-International’s management.” 
Six months earlier, Hanks had been forced out of WWF by de Haes 
and had gone to South Africa as director of the Southern African 
Nature Foundation, the name of WWF’s affiliate in South Africa. 
Not wanting to cross de Haes again and being loyal to WWF, Hanks 
signed a statement assuming responsibility for Operation Lock.  
 
Ellis wrote his story, and the day it appeared, San George sent a 
memorandum to all WWF national organisations. The memo reiterated 
what San George had told Ellis, and emphasised that Operation Lock 
“was initiated without the knowledge or authority of the Director 
General” and that “no funds for the Operation were channeled through 
WWF International’s books.” It was a carefully crafted statement, 
befitting the work of a lawyer who wants to keep his client out of Jail. But 
it was hardly an honest explanation befitting a charitable organisation.  
 
The truth, which has never come out publicly, is found in a series of 
communications from Frans Stroebel, executive director of WWF’s 
South African affiliate during the period when Operation Lock 
commenced, and the man who had introduced Lieutenant-Colonel 
Crooke to senior police and conservation officials in South Africa. 

It is here, in fact, that the book names no less than Prince Bernhard of 
the Netherlands, a former SS probationary, and head of the WWF, as 
having initiated the scheme to begin with, stating that “The funds for 
Operation Lock were actually WWF funds.” 

The money had come to WWF-international, and then was channeled 
back out to Bernhard for Operation Lock in a series of strange 
transactions. Specifically, these transactions originated with the 1001 
Club, a special branch of the WWF reserved for the 1001 patrons who 
had donated $10,000. 
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The list of known 1001 Club members makes for interesting reading. It 
includes Lock’s principal supporter, Prince Bernhard, head of the ultra 
right wing Bilderberg Society, named after the principal NAZI financers; 
IG Farben (for whom Bernhard worked  during the war, allegedly in 
their commercial intelligence division); Salem Bin Laden, Osama Bin 
Laden’s relative and mentor; and Sheikh Khalid Bin Mahfouz, the 
principle share holder of the Bank of Credit Commerce International, 
as well as being a patron for the International Development Foundation, 
an organisation listed as having links to the neo-Nazi/Islamic Altaqwa 
(named after 911 as a terrorist bank by U.S. intelligence and also 
named as a CIA front by the Egyptian government). It was Mahfouz 
who, as the virtual boss of BCCI, had used Bin Laden and Khashoggi 
to run guns for the CIA in Afghanistan, often using charities as cut 
outs for arms laundering. While, as noted, senior WWF patrons could 
be found at the head of intelligence organisations in both N.Z. and 
Australia, Club 1001 members also included Peace Park Foundation 
member, Dr Anton Rupert of Rothmans Tobacco; Australian business 
man, Peter Abeles’s, the “White Knight”, a reference to his British 
knighthood (and alleged role in the cocaine trafficking); plus several 
other mining and chemical corporation chieftains, industrial farmers, 
arms merchants, ship owners, property developers and oil magnates, 
none of whom have  particularly enviable environmental records.

In January 2006, police in Zimbabwe removed 700 families to make 
way for Trans Frontier Game Reserve - ‘Peace Parks’- which border 
Mozambique and South Africa. The government says that the move 
was necessary as part of a move, first launched back in the sixties by 
Prince Bernhard, to create a protected zone for endangered rhinoceros 
species and elephants. Critics responded that the plan was simply a 
long and established process to privatise the area, so as to create a 
mecca for wealthy tourists, while exploiting the region’s mineral-rich 
reserves. 

Mozambique has also undergone the same sort of “migration” of tribal 
people, who have lived in the area since pre-historic times. These 
people fail to understand why there is no place for them in a multi-
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million dollar wildlife reserve. Aid groups point out that the 26,000 
Mozambicans who live in the area, have not been consulted and cannot 
expect to receive any of the profits which the project is expected to 
generate. They are also suspicious of the white South Africans who 
primarily run the park. The park founders claim that the park was set 
up to rectify the injustices of the Berlin Treaty of 1884, when African 
territories were basically carved up amongst colonial powers, resulting 
in national borders cutting across tribal areas and animal migration 
routes, shattering eco-systems and destroying biodiversity. 

The idea behind the multi-national park originates from a meeting 
between Dr Anton Rupert, president of WWF SA [South-Africa], 
and Rothmans Tobacco, 1989,  and President Joaquim Chissano, 
of Mozambique (a current Peace Park patron). They met to discuss 
establishing a permanent protected area in southern Mozambique, 
adjacent to counterparts in South Africa, Swaziland and Zimbabwe. 
Politics at the time did not permit such a scheme, and the project 
had to wait until peace occurred in Mozambique, and the fall of the 
apartheid regime had come to pass. The Foundation was established 
on February 1st 1997. 

In order to establish a secure financial base for the Peace Parks 
Foundation, the three founders, Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands, 
Nelson Mandela and Anton Rupert, established Club 21, an up market 
model of Club 1001, whose supporters have surprisingly strong N.Z. 
connections (according to the foundation’s 2002 report), including, 
P. Van Heeren, the late James Blanchard III, and former PM, Ruth 
Richardson. 

In the late 90’s, James Blanchard, until his death, owned shares in 
the Wharekauhau, a luxury resort north of Wellington (“allied” to the 
‘Small Luxury Hotel of the World’). The resort’s co-partners included 
several Americans with U.S. intelligence connections, and Sir Roger 
Douglas. The resort also included right wing financial investor, 
James Dale Davidson, who has claimed to “advise New Zealand 
politicians.” 
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Back in the eighties, Blanchard, on behalf of the CIA, largely financed 
RENAMO, the anti-communist rebel forces fighting inside war-torn 
Mozambique. Blanchard also had good friends in the Inkatha Freedom 
Party, who according to a Jan. 19th article in Johannesburg’s Mail 
& Guardian, were responsible for the massacre of African National 
Congress members on the orders of the apartheid secret police. In 
1997, Blanchard obtained a concession to rejuvenate 580,000 acres in 
Maputo, Mozambique, with the aim of creating the largest privatised 
game reserve in the world. In 1999, these concessions were followed 
up with the “red carpet” being rolled out for Blanchard by President 
Joaquim Chissano (allied to the Prince and Rupert’s Peace Parks), due 
to his plan to turn the Maputo Elephant Reserve and the adjoining 
Machangulo peninsula, into a major tourist development. At the same 
time, former RENAMO commander, the head of the Sofala province, 
Manuel Pereira, proposed a joint venture with an Italian company 
covering 250,000 hectares of land in southern Sofala. 

As for Alexander P. Van Heeren, (who aside from being Michal Fay & 
david Richwhite’s business partner in Tranzrail) has extensive interests 
in game parks in Africa and is the of Huka Lodge in Taupo (“allied” 
to the ‘Small Luxury Hotel of the World’). Van Heeren is listed as a 
patron of the South African branch of the World Wildlife Fund, and 
jointly holds the title of honorary consul to N.Z. in Belgium while 
also representing the Netherlands in N.Z. (reflecting his promotion of 
N.Z.’s trade interests). In 1995, he was subject to allegations of being 
involved in arms dealing, with links to his African mining interests.

The case related to Van Heeren’s dispute with former Huka lodge 
owner, Michael Kidd, and resulted in a former British soldier being 
charged with blackmail. The charges were dropped when it was 
discovered that the chain of evidence had been corrupted: Van Heeren 
apparently retained the alleged “dossier” for some time before it was 
handed back to the police. Meanwhile, files relating to the firm in 
question, Prime International, were found to have vanished from 
the N.Z. Company’s office (more on that later). Van Heeren, who is 
believed to have business links to Dr. Anton Rupert, was also a close a 
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friend of Prince Bernhard, the founder of both the WWF’s Club 1001 
and Club 21, who has stayed at Huka lodge on several occasions. 

In 1976, Prince Bernard had to resign the chair of the WWF presidency 
when his involvement in the Lockheed bribes scandal became public. 
According to the book, ‘The Lockheed Papers’, Lockheed suggested 
that Club 1001 would make an ideal means through which the Prince 
could launder his $1 million dollar bribe. Journalist Keith Harmon and 
David Barouski noted Lockheed’s own role with WWF as follows:

“while the U.N. Panel of Experts have investigated and reported on certain 
illegal criminal networks and activities in Congo, they never a�end to the
top-level deals brokered behind closed doors by executives from Adastra, 
Anglo-American, the companies of Sweden’s Adolph Lundin (a close 
friend of George H.W. Bush), who have control of mining concessions in 
Lubumbashi, Kolwezi and Mbuji Mayi, areas in the Katanga (Shaba) and 
Kasai provinces. U.S.-based Phelps Dodge is partnered in Katanga copper/
cobalt mining projects with Lundin’s Tenke Mining.  Phelps Dodge director, 
Douglas C. Yearly, is also a director of Lockheed Martin, and the World 
Wildlife Fund—partnered with USAID and CARE in “conservation”—
read: acquisition—projects all over Congo while CARE’s “humanitarian” 
agenda is also funded by Lockheed Martin. (ZNet 1.3.2006)

To remind the reader, we have already examined the matter of CARE’s 
role as a front for intelligence activities, so in reality, none of this should 
come as a surprise, (while the USAID ties to gun running date back to 
Vietnam, when the CIA airline, Air America, used USAID to cover up 
its ‘arms and pick up drugs’ from the anti communist guerillas in Laos 
during the secret war of Indochina). Though in the case of the WWF, 
many Western conservationists working in Africa, were said to have 
been deeply embarrassed at the WWF’s use of mercenaries, especially 
as many of the men hired to work in Operation Lock had previously 
been involved in the illegal rhino horn and ivory trade to raise funds 
for guns as a means of financing a secret war that was overtly racist. 

Notably, the WWF, as is the case with many of the UN affiliated NGO’s 
who set out to ‘manage the developing world’, is based in small Swiss 
towns that are quiet, neat, and all white. For thirty years, not a single 
African, and only a handful of Asians and Latin Americans, was ever 
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hired by WWF-International. “Only one WWF program anywhere on 
the continent has ever been headed by an African”. It is an essential 
point, when time and time again you smell the whiff of something that 
smacks of more than just greed, but suggests arrogance, racism, and 
evil intent not seen since the days of the rise of fascism and the Third 
Reich.  As fate would have it, one other charity, The Red Cross, is also 
associated with miners and mercenaries, and is an organisation whose 
record of involvement with intelligence agencies dates back to no less 
than Nazi Germany during WWII.

Yet, the Red Cross involvement in spying is not just a matter of 
yesterday’s news. In the same year that the Red Cross’ WWII history 
was released, ABC television reported in detail on how Mark Davis, 
a serving member of the British SAS, conducted a rescue operation in 
Irian Jaya (West Papua), resulting in eight civilians dying after being 
caught in cross fire in 1996. 

The operation, which involved personnel from Executive Outcomes 
and Sandline, used a helicopter bearing the Red Cross logo. The 
rescue had also taken place in the middle of the International Red 
Cross negotiations held under a white flag. The guerillas had taken 
hostages to draw attention to the bombing and strafing of their villages 
by Indonesian Special Forces in a region near the Freeport mining 
facility. David Robie, a Pacific specialist and possibly the region’s 
best investigative reporter (and has the awards to prove it), notes, 
“Although the International Red Cross denied it had authorized the 
use of the helicopter with the ICRC logo, it curiously failed to make 
further inquiries.” Notably, this is the agency that Spicer uses as his 
cover (if ‘Danny Boy’s material was accurate, though as noted, I have 
questions relating to this material’s authenticity).

Two years later, in the days after 911, the Red Cross had also come 
under fire with the accusations that its convoys from Pakistan, used 
to deliver aid to civilians, were also being used to ship munitions into 
Afghanistan to Islamic terrorist the former allies of Pakistan Intelligence 
Service, a de facto arms some would say of BCCI. Notably, the claim 
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came from Xinhua (21.112001), a Chinese based news agency, which 
limits the risk that the report was western-based propaganda. 

Page 111



Page 112



The Red Swastika

In 1999, following the release of archive material, the long suggested 
(by the likes of writers like Robert E Wilson), links between the Red 
Cross and German intelligence came to the fore with papers from the 
Allied Intelligence Service, pointing towards the Red Cross as having 
been used by the Nazi’s as a front for espionage and then later used 
again by leading Nazi’s to avoid war crimes. Nazi war criminals who 
escaped using Red Cross papers included the big names of Dr. Josef 
Mengele, Auschwitz’s ‘Angel of Death’ and Adolf Eichmann, Josef 
Mengele and Klaus Barbie. At the time, the Swiss-based International 
Committee of the Red Cross  (ICRC) claimed that  it had unwittingly 
provided travel papers to thousands of people found in refugee camps 
who were given Red Cross travel documents: the “travel documents 
were swindled out of the ICRC.” 

However,The Red Cross were not being entirely accurate. In August 
1996, three years before the Red Cross’ claims that false papers 
were one off incidents, it had been revealed in further declassified 
documents, that the Red Cross was “probably controlled” at its highest 
levels by German intelligence. The U.S. intelligence documents, from 
the then U.S. wartime intelligence agency, the OSS, allege that;  ICRC 
representatives worked as agents, conveying military information to 
Berlin;  that Red Cross pouches were used to ferry German assets into 
Switzerland, and that the group itself was used to smuggle German 
agents. 

One OSS document, dated Jan. 11, 1944, says: “A series of observations 
commenced by the French and continued by this organisation indicate 
that the I.R.C.C. is probably controlled by the German I.S. The German 
delegate to the I.R.C.C. in Geneva is known to be a German agent and 
the head of the I.R.C.C. to be German controlled…Enough is known 
to warrant the assumption that any delegate of the I.R.C.C. should be 
considered a potential if not actual German I.S. agent.” 

Another document, dated Feb. 4, 1944, says: “Information has come 
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from various sources which indicates that the International Red Cross 
may have a number of people in its organisation and indeed, on its 
executive staff, who are either German agents or associates of German 
agents, and who are using the Red Cross...as a cover for the securing 
and transmitting of military information.” 

The material would again be down played by the Red Cross, which 
chose, when there is room to speculate on the accuracy of such 
reports, to belittle the Red Cross involvement in clandestine activity. 
This would be entirely understandable, and even fair in light of all 
the sterling work that this agency has done and indeed should receive 
full credit for. However, the findings of the late Simon Wiesenthal, 
note in turn, that on several occasions, as Nazi-hunters closed in on 
a particular war criminal, the subject would flee having been tipped 
off after seeing their names appear, as part of prearranged code, in 
a gazette printed by the Red Cross.  In the case of Barbie, one of 
the Nazi’s who fled on Red Cross papers, it is known that he was 
smuggled out of Europe via Licio Gelli’s P2 network (based in 
Lugarno, Switzerland) - Gelli’s P2 having been, in post war Germany, 
an asset of U.S. military intelligence and the means by which many 
Nazi’s fled intelligence or military research secrets. In addition, it’s 
worth noting that the Red Cross only handed over under ‘Operation 
Paper Clip’, accepting the offer of immunity from war crimes in return 
for exchanges of the International Red Cross file on  Mengle (which 
revealed just how badly the Red Cross had been infiltrated), after  
journalist Gerald Posner, testified before a U.S. Senate hearing, on 
how the International Red Cross in Geneva were refusing to release 
Mengle’s file. 

That charities are used as a front for arms, is an allegation which I 
have found particularly interesting ever since hearing the claims of a 
former N.Z. Warrant officer speaking at a Rotary meeting.  He advised 
against donating aid to a specific charity, stating, “I know for a fact 
that [deleted] were involved in the shipment of nuclear parts to both 
India and Pakistan”. In ‘State Secrets’, I did not name the charity, as I 
have chosen not to do here, for as highly credible as the source seems 
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to me, the information remains untested and can only be reported in 
the context that, until it is proven, it must be considered as hearsay 
only. Yet, in light of what we have learnt about NGO’s involvement 
in charity work so far (and as much as it must be like hearing that Sata 
Claus is a pedophile), the claims that charities are used as fronts for 
clandestine activities, are to be taken seriously. 

Likewise, we need to treat the statement by the head of the Security 
Intelligence Service, Richard Woods, and his predecessor Don 
McIvor, that countries trying to build nuclear weapons had tried to 
obtain materials useful for building weapons of mass destruction from 
firms based in New Zealand, as serious (Dominion Post 10.2.1999; 
Dominion Post 9.12.2000). Though of course, what we really need 
to do is try and establish how it is that the SIS can have evidence on 
Ahmed Zaoui, when they seem quite incapable of spotting the host 
of arms traffickers with western intelligence connections operating 
seemingly right under their noses.
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Chapter Seven:
The Sum of All Fears (the movie version)

“The Security Intelligence Service has stopped at least two a�empts to buy
equipment needed to make nuclear bombs through New Zealand  ...the SIS 
has investigated NZ’s role in clandestine dispatch of weapons to terrorists 
overseas and New Zealand involvement in obtaining false documentation 
for use by terrorists during the past 10 years” The Dominion 10.2.99

“No I can’t say I have heard of BCCI” New Zealand Security Intelligence 
Service – Middle East Desk Office ‘James Adams’ in an SIS sanctioned
interview October 2000.

Tiger Tiger Burning Bright

In 1999, Sir Richard Woods, then head of the SIS, made, by SIS 
standards, a rather revealing and startling allegation; he claimed that 
there were attempts in N.Z. to buy technology for the creation of 
weapons of mass destruction. Woods claimed, that this move came 
about as a result of the buyers of outlawed technology turning to the 
southern hemisphere as border regulations tightened in the northern 

Left:  Right: Time magazines cover on BCCI 
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hemisphere. 

In the southern hemisphere, it was not uranium or mad scientists per 
se that were being sought, but rather, according to Woods, “steels and 
ceramics – manufactured to high quality standards and purity.” At least 
one case exists which appears to support Woods’ claims that,  these 
days ‘Dr. Evil’ is more likely than not, to be found poking around 
closer to home than has been the case in the past; this case involves 
the disappearance of Australian businessman, Tim Gatland, who 
vanished from his hotel in Thailand in 1995. At the time of Gatland’s 
disappearance, the Australian ceramics manufacturer, who had a taste 
for the good life, was reported as being involved with a Russian arms 
dealer. 

• The agent named in the opening quote was James Adam, who I have 
decided to name, as according to subsequent calls since that interview, 
the SIS claim that Adams no longer works for the SIS. The SIS later 
claimed that they had been misled by me; that they had not planned to 
do an interview, but that I had offered information relating to Middle 
Eastern terrorist activity. Aside from the fact that I informed Adams 
of my intention for an article, and his own attitude towards this being 
fine, the SIS’ subsequent attitude can best be described as naïve. You 
don’t sit down with a journalist and expect to get something for nothing. 
The SIS is however, owed a public apology in that my original article 
was based purely on Adams testimony, and took a neutral stance. 
However, without consultation, Wishart decided to add an editorial 
slant to the article, which was overly and unnecessarily antagonistic 
in my opinion.

According to Richard White, the former manager of Gatland’s firm 
Ceromonde, in an   interview on Australia’s TV programme Four 
Corners (15.9.97), Gatland had been involved in deals to buy tanks and 
helicopters which would later be sold to Cambodia. Yet, this wasn’t 
the only thing Gatland was known to have been dipping his fingers 
into. Four Corners discovered that in the middle of 1995, there were 
rumors in Thailand that Russian mobsters were attempting to transport 
radioactive material from the East through to the West. 

• In 1995, there were also several such rumours involving radioactive 
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material passing from the East, though Germany, into Switzerland. 
These reports coincided with the news that Italian authorities wished 
to speak to Russian ultra-nationalist, Vladimir Zhirinovsky; the Arch 
Bishop of Barcelona; officials from the Vatican bank (previously 
involved in the P2 affair); and Licio Gelli, after a colonel in Italy’s 
military intelligence was found hanging, having been murdered in 
Rome. The colonel was investigating “global traffic in arms, drugs and 
radioactive material and precious stones”. The P2 scandal came to 
light after Italian banker, Roberto Calvi, was likewise found hanging, 
having been murdered in London. (‘Not the usual suspects’ - Reuters 
July 1995).

The rumours coincide with the Four Corners’ discovery that the FBI 
and the CIA had sent extra agents to the region at this time, for reasons 
unknown. Amidst such rumours, Gatland’s name surfaced with his 
former employee, White, and other associates of Gatland. They stated 
that they had been interviewed by unidentified Americans who claimed 
that Gatland was involved in trafficking nuclear weapons.

Four Corners states that these men approached several of Gatland’s 
associates with the same claim. The truth of the matter, like the 
suspicious circumstances of the death of Auckland computer salesman, 
Paul White, will probably never be known. It is however, an eye brow 
raising event, when you hear that the last known people to have seen 
him alive were fraudster’s, Rakesh Saxena and Adnan Khassoggi, the 
Saudi arms dealer; both famed in the BCCI saga.

Gatland was in fact, not to be the only colonial to meet with a sticky 
wicket in South East Asia. In March 1998, another Australian 
businessman, Max Green, was beaten to death in Cambodia. Like 
Gatland, Green had tried to make a buck out of things that go bang. 
In 1996, his partnership ‘Shugg and Green & Associates’, closed 
down after investigators found that the firm had complete “disregard 
for client funds, using the money for the suspected shipment of 
arms and guns from Kiev through London to Australia and on to 
the Cambodian government”. Allegations arose, from an Australian 
police investigation, which Green had been working for or with the 
CIA. This can not be supported, but it is interesting to note that his 
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‘bodyguard’ happened to be one of Australia’s most decorated SAS 
soldiers, who had taken the job while on “temporary leave”.

What is certain, is that any weapons sold to Cambodia, had only a very 
remote chance of staying with the Cambodian government, who in the 
nineties, sprung up as a principal broker, and the starting point for a 
flood of weapons that poured down from South East Asia and into the 
Pacific (and then on to their eventual destinations). 

On August 14th, 1999, The Sydney Morning Herald published an 
expose on how corrupt Thai and Cambodian officials were turning 
out to be the key players in this South East Asia arms Bazaar. In this 
report, one official quote estimated that 80% of the weapons were being 
transported by sea. This claim was corroborated by the Sri Lankan 
government backed paper The Nation, which focused on how the sea 
transportation branch of this black market was handled chiefly by the 
Tamil Tigers (LTTE). This report was corroborated by the Herald 
Tribune (International Herald Tribune - Tuesday March 10, 1998, ‘A 
Tamil Tiger Primer on International Arms Bazaar’), a more politically 
neutral paper,  that noted “weapons in the arsenal of the Tamil Tigers, 
the guerrilla army waging a war for an independent state on the island 
nation of Sri Lanka: surface-to-air missiles from Cambodia, assault 
rifles from Afghanistan, mortar shells from the former Yugoslavia and 
Zimbabwe, and 60 tons of explosives from Ukraine”.  

The same article then states that the Tigers “picked up weapons from 
anywhere and everywhere. Assault rifles, grenade launchers, anti-tank 
weapons and Russian-made surface-to-air missiles have, for example, 
been purchased in Cambodia. One batch of missiles was bought from 
corrupt Cambodian generals, the other, and more recently, from the 
outlawed Khmer Rouge.”

The report goes on to name the Sri Lankan Tigers’ (LTTE) chief 
arms trader as, “Kumaran Padmanathan”, claiming that with multiple 
passports and aliases, Mr. Padmanathan “travels widely but his main 
bases of operation have been Singapore, Rangoon, Bangkok and 
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more recently Johannesburg.” There is little doubt of the LTTE South 
African connections, with the LTTE having been the moving force 
behind the trade of the narcotic, Mandrax in South Africa and its 
influence is cited in a number of international law enforcement and 
United Nation’s reports. 

More interesting, is the allegation that “International intelligence 
and security focused their attention on South Africa with a recent 
report exposing the clandestine political and military infrastructure 
of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in South Africa. 
To many, it came as no surprise, because from time to time, there 
were unverified reports that groups such as the Hamas (Palestine), 
Hezbollah (Lebanese), PKK (Turkey) and Bin Laden (Afghan based), 
were operating out of South Africa… Many of them were trained by 
LTTE trainers from Sri Lanka and retired Africa service personnel 
drawn from Koevoet and 32 Battalion” (Daily News 11.11.1998).

With out commenting on the accuracy of the Daily News report, which 
like the Nation, many Tamil would label a government propaganda 
tool, the ties, are in this case, consistent with the known facts that 
journalist, Anthony C LoBaido, notes in a essay on the history of  
Executive Outcomes ( WorldNetDaily.com August 11, 1998 ), “EO 
operations, stretching from Angola to Sierra Leone to Sri Lanka 
and Papua New Guinea, always involve millions of dollars of cash 
payments augmented by mining, logging and oil rights to lucrative 
geologic deposits”.  

While the Sunday Times (22.11. 1998), reported on Executive 
Outcomes links to the Sri Lankan Tigers, there “…have also been 
reports of contacts with a well-known South African security ‘outfit’, 
‘Executive Outcomes’, principally with a view to buying arms”.

‘Thatcher’s Gold’ (Paul Halloran, Simon & Schuster Inc May 1995), 
likewise reported on the former British PM Baroness Margaret 
Thatcher’s son Mark Thatcher’s interests in Sri Lanka, specifically his 
role in arms deals.  While Mark Thatcher’s role with South African 
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mercenaries (specifically Executive Outcomes associates), in a failed 
coup attempt in Equatorial Guinea are also well reported. Yet to return 
to the matter of the LTTE role in arms trafficking, recent investigation 
has unearthed that the LTTE arms empire may very well have extended 
to N.Z. 

In 2001, during the Wellinton high court homicide trial relating to 
the murder of taxi driver, Mohamed Raffi Fuard, it surfaced that 
Mohamed had, prior to his death, claimed to have reportedly sold 
vehicles to the LTTE, one of which was used in bombing at a military 
battle (19.92001 Dominion Post). 

Ten years earlier, Helen Clark and then Mayor, Mark Blumsky, 
were reported as having pulled out of a dinner invitation to a Tamil 
conference at the last moment, when allegations were made that the 
dinner was a fund raiser for the LTTE; a claim denied by N.Z.’s Tamil 
community as being another example of Sri Lankan government 
propaganda (7.13.96 Evening Post). This claim was not unfeasible or 
unrealistic, except that information has also surfaced showing how 
the Tigers were involved in “considerable fund raising” activities in 
Australia, Canada and South Africa (The Australian 13.2.1999). In 
2002, the N.Z. Tigers’ link took on extra emphasis with news that the 
Tigers’ senior arms Czar, Kumaran Padmanathan (K.P.) had made a 
trip to N.Z. (New Zealand Herald 12.01.2002).

The Herald’s, Eugene Bingham, noted further cases of past LTTE 
connections, such as, “the intelligence officer and tax collector for the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam …obtained a New Zealand student 
visa and fled when he was tipped off that the Sri Lankan military were 
after him.” 

Bingham claimed that “There are New Zealand connections with the 
group’s shipping network, a fleet that is believed to ferry explosives 
and arms.” Before quoting “a Canadian Security Intelligence Service 
report” as saying the Tigers “run a secretive fleet of ships through various 
front companies. The fleet includes at least 10 freighters equipped 
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with sophisticated radar and satellite communication technology. 
While the ships mostly carry legitimate commercial goods such as tea 
and concrete, they also transport explosives, arms and ammunition to 
the Tigers. Among the ships linked to the Tigers, the report names one 
it says flew under a New Zealand flag. There is no record of the ship 
being registered in New Zealand. The Maritime Safety Authority has 
safety records relating to a ship of the same name, but cannot say if it 
has been here. If the ship had been flying a New Zealand flag, it would 
have been illegal. Weekend Herald investigations show the ship was 
at one time registered in Singapore, but is now registered in Liberia.” 

The report that the Herald is referring to is, in all likelihood, based 
on the details released in the report entitled, ‘Liberation Tigers Of 
Tamil Eelam’s (LTTE) International Organisation And Operations -A 
Preliminary Analysis’, by Peter Chalk (– CSIS 17.3 2000/commentary 
No.77), which names the ship in question as “the N.Z. registered ship, 
the Amazon”, which the report refers to as a “pigeon”; a vessel used 
to transport arms and other contraband. 

For, as Bingham notes, the Tigers don’t just deal in arms: there was 
“evidence of people-smuggling operations suspected of being run by 
the Tiger”, which again is consistent with the facts. The reality is that 
the same routes used to smuggle weapons, drugs, or terrorists to nations 
such as Canada, closely match the routes established internationally 
by people smugglers as well.   

The report also singled out “how some Sikhs, as well as several Middle 
Eastern Groups and Tamils from Sri Lanka, have allegedly raised 
money in Canada for terrorism through charities, religious temples—
even through Federal grants” (MacLean’s 21.22000 l13, issue 8). 

The Canadian SIS report notes how it was the common practice of 
arms dealers and terrorists to use humanitarian based charities to raise 
funds, and how terrorist groups such as “...The LTTE will siphon off 
donations that are given to non-profit cultural bodies to finance Tamil 
social service, medical and rehabilitation programmes in Sri Lanka. 
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The great advantage of this form of financial procurement is that it is 
often extremely difficult to prove that funds raised for humanitarian 
purposes are being diverted to propagate terrorism.”

In regards to K.P.’s N.Z. trip, the CSIS report zeros in on how 
Padmanathan’s shipping ties are an “integral part of the Tigers’ arms 
network and his global weapons procurement team, known as the “KP 
Department”. According to the Herald, K.P. had “made an important 
trip to visit New Zealand business associates, who include one of his 
relatives, around the mid nineties”.  A trip which Rohan Gunaratna, 
(Centre for the Study of Terrorism at Scotland’s St Andrews 
University), interviewed by the Herald, believes “that New Zealand 
authorities should not underestimate the significance of the visit…’KP 
is a really busy and intelligent man - he would not have gone to New 
Zealand on a holiday’.”

• In 1995, Indian police seized a shipment of Bulgarian arms found 
aboard a “Ukrainian owned aircraft”. The weapons were shipped 
by “Kim Davy”, an Auckland born New Zealander, who died at 
the age of six some time back in the sixties. Peter Bleach, a former 
Rhodesian prison guard, who remains in prison in India, maintains 
that the operation was approved by British intelligence. Peter Chalk 
(the author of the CSIS report quoted by the Herald), has suggested 
that these weapons were destined for the LLTE but provides no proof 
to support how he reached this analysis.
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BCCI Down Under 

The proof that Rohan Gunaratna’s views on the importance of the K.P. 
visit, comes from the fact that when news of K.P.’s trip reached India, 
India’s top police agency, the Indian Central Bureau of Investigation, 
sent two officers of the Indian CBI, “Superintendent M. Thiagarajan 
and Deputy Superintendent R. Raju”, to Auckland in April 2000 
to investigate his New Zealand business connections, where they 
“interrogated three Tamil men, one of whom is understood to be a 
relative of Padmanathan”. 

To corroborate this claim, Bingham noted that Gunaratna had named 
“seven men he believes are key to the Tigers’ operations in New 
Zealand and likely to know of Padmanathan’s connections here. The 
Indian detectives interviewed at least one of those men. They also 
looked at front companies run out of Auckland on Padmanathan’s 
behalf. It is believed the business connections are in the marine 
industry, as Padmanathan is heavily involved in running the Tiger 
shipping empire”. Bingham also noted that the CBI interest in the 
Tigers’ leadership and their interest in Kumaran Padmanathan’s N.Z. 
trip, relates to the May, 1991, “assassination of former Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi “in the type of suicide-bombing attack it (LTTE 
–author nb) favours”. 

Having come so close (in a truly shining example of good old 
fashioned investigative journalism which deserves to be applauded), 
Bingham left the final line of this story unwritten. For what Bingham 
was not aware of, is the fact that while it has always been accepted 
that the LTTE were the most likely people to have killed Gandhi, it’s 
only in the 1998 Justice Jain Report carried out by India’s Justice 
MC Jain, that a motive for the LTTE actions is provided. Contrary 
to being a politically motivated attack, Jain maintains that the murder 
was a professional contract ordered at the behest of BCCI, involving 
specifically, accounts at the bank associated with Adnan Khashoggi, 
the pay master of Victor Bout (Simon Spitz’ associate), and Executive 
Outcomes.
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• May 23rd 1997, a ship allegedly traveling from Mozambique to Sri 
Lanka with a cargo of 32,000 mortar shells from Zimbabwe Defence 
Industries was hijacked. At first it appeared as though the Israeli-
brokered weapons were hijacked by the LTTE. However, subsequent 
investigation revealed that the ship, according to the broker, was off-
loaded at Rijeka (the same port used to supply arms to the Muslim 
Brigades in Bosnia).  The vessel was subsequently identified as a Tamil 
‘Pigeon’.  In addition,  other reports then identified old RENAMO 
weapons being shifted out of Mozambique by an air craft belonging 
to Sky Air Cargo, bound for South Africa, with a cargo marked as 
humanitarian aide. On the plane’s return flight, witnesses say the 
craft contained ivory and endangered animal skins. Sky Air Cargo, 
who operate “regular charters from Osten to Kinshasa to Nairobi” 
are the same aviation firm (using Liberian registered air craft) used 
by Executive Outcomes to fly Bulgarian weapons into Sierra Leone 
and Nairobi on behalf of Adnan Khashoggi   ( The Arms Fixers www.
iansa.org).

Intercepting LTTE transmissions in 1988, the Jain commission alleged 
that K.P. had ordered the assassination, and had elsewhere procured arms 
with the assistance of their “CIA friend”, and that these arms transfers 
took place with Adnan Khashoggi’s participation. The assassination 
was promoted by the BCCI ‘spiritual guru’, Chandraswami, according 
to Indian intelligence received from Toronto, Fiji, Sydney, and Dubai,  
who often went into rage at hearing Gandhi’s name: on one occasion 
screaming “I’ll finish him, Rajiv Gandhi will be killed the same way 
his mother was.” 

The report discussed documents seized from Chandraswami during 
the income tax raid by the Indian police, revealing how more than 
$11million was made by Tiny Rowlands (also said to be a WWF 1001 
member), on behalf of Chandraswami, a prominent player in the Iran 
Contra affair, into accounts in London and Monte Carlo at the bank 
of BCCI (at the same branches used by Abu Nidal for the receipt of 
payment made by Israeli intelligence assets). This was a fairly logical 
step as BCCI had also been used by Nidal’s partner, Monzer Al Kassar, 
during the Iran Contra affair. Nidal, as I have noted, was reportedly 
in N.Z. in the early 90’s, at the time that Al Kassar was involved in 
the financial side of the covert arms delivery to Bosnia, which also 
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happened in the 90’s and held a N.Z. component.

In fact, Khashoggi operated two or three “very active”, accounts 
at BCCI, used, so the Jain commission maintains (on the basis of 
intelligence provided by the Kerry U.S. Senate Committee, into BCCI), 
for “gun running and for engineering the political assassinations”, 
paying more than $84 million into the accounts of the LTTE alone.  
(See also Indian Express 11.7. 1998) 

Following K.P.’s jaunt down under, the arms chief is believed to have 
then departed to Canada (favouring the route of many Tamils hoping 
to enter Canada illegally - also the route used by Spicer allegedly, 
once he left N.Z.), where a 2000 investigation by the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Service unearthed substantial activity by the 
Tamils in Canada. The investigation also discusses the role of a leather 
bag marked “uranium 235” found in India, “thought, to have had a 
Canadian connection”.  

All of this took place around the time of the afore mentioned deaths 
of Australian Max Green and Tim Gatland, amidst reports of their 
attempts to procure arms, including nuclear technology, from Russian 
mobsters in an area where the LTTE were recognised as a dominant 
force in the region’s arms black market, where, in Gatland’s case, the 
last known people to have seen Gatland alive were Rakesh Saxena and 
Adnan Khashoggi.

At the time, Saxena was getting ready to flee Thailand, making his way 
to Canada after having looted billions of dollars from the Bangkok 
Bank of Commerce, in effect repeating the fate of BCCI, where twenty 
billion dollars went in and two billion dollars came out. At the same 
time, Saxena was teaming up with Russian Oil tycoons’ principal 
share holders at the National Credit Bank of Moscow (bringing it 
in proximity to the banks used in the 1992 Bosnia arms lift), which 
Saxena is said to have looted as coolly as a cucumber; not a mean feat 
in light that 80% of Russian banks are controlled by the mafia and 
used principally for laundering arms and drug money. 
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In light of Saxena and Khassoggi activity in Canada, the CSIS findings 
come as no surprise to me. However, the question remains, can further 
‘BCCI – Khashoggi’ links be found to corroborate the claims that it, 
or its former employees, were seeking to procure weapons of mass 
destruction for state entities (or terrorist groups)? Can further N.Z. 
connections be made to the same ring? The answer in both cases is 
emphatically ‘Yes’. 
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Chapter Eight: 
Thirty Pieces of Silver 

“I guess one way of talking this through, is to give the example that to 
some people, members of the IRA (Irish Republican Army) are considered 
to be terrorists and to some people they are viewed as people fighting for
a good cause”.Steven Dawes’ of the Overseas Investment Commission 
response to how a known financer of terrorist activities, James Blanchard
III, an investor in Wharekauhau, a resort in Wairarapa (a part of the Small 
Luxury Resorts of the World Alliance) was considered to meet the ‘Good 
Character’ standards required of foreign investors. (Associated Press, 
14.3.2001) 

Top: Rakon making components for smart bombs dropped in Iraq
Bottom: Rockwell Rakon Client run by BCCI shareholders and the source 

of technology which ended up in the hands of people it should not have   
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Made In N.Z.
 
To begin with, we have UR82008 presence in N.Z. in 2003, to 
dispatch N.Z. troops to Afghanistan on an airplane used by Khashoggi 
contractor, ex KGB officer Victor Bout. The same plane is also believed 
to have been used to transport black market Strella 3 (known as a SA7) 
missiles while UR82008 masters were also known to have obtained 
a SS-18 continental missile used to launch satellites, or weapons of 
mass destruction. These were the same types of weapons that BCCI 
(Khashoggi bank of choice) had tried to obtain back in 1991, when the 
bank was simultaneously supplying parts to both Indian and Pakistani 
nuclear weapons programmes. This adds further corroborating 
testimony to the claims of a former NZ warrant officer who stated that 
a leading charity was used to mask the attempt at nuclear smuggling 
in an event which, as we shall later see, once coincided with attempts 
by associates of Khashoggi to procure such technology.

During the late 90’s, reports also surfaced that the missiles were being 
shipped through N.Z. via the Port of Otago. In 2005, a spillage of 
material from a barrel, relating to the transport of tantalum, a nuclear 
by-product mined in Australia by the firm, the Sons of Gwalia, resulted 
in me gaining confirmation that such technology had been shipped, 
through Port Otago. Though in fact, the missiles turned out to be “just” 
the electronic components of a missile, and the Port of Otago refused 
to say who the client was or to whom the goods were being. 

• My own investigations, using the Official Information Act, into a 
leaking nuclear RTG generator in Antarctica and claims that the ship, 
The MV Green Wave, brought contaminated ice through N.Z. in 1992, 
corroborating the N.Z. Maritime Union’s position.

• As for The Sons of Gwalia, they turned out to be suppliers of an 
American firm that controls more than 90% of the world’s Tantalum 
- a key component in cell phones and military electronics, mined solely 
in Australia and Africa. In Africa, the mining of Tantalum was a key 
component that fueled civil war in parts of Africa such as Rwanda and 
the Congo. In addition, the mining of Tantalum has had a devastating 
impact on wildlife as the miners hunt endangered species (like the 
silver back gorilla), as a food source.  
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As noted, Prok (a firm suspected by Customs of having bought back 
liquidated assets via front firms and subsidiaries), reappeared in this 
investigation in relation to the attempts by Xado, the Ukrainian firm, 
to buy the fishing vessels Orka and her sister ship. Xado’s own web 
site boasts “Xado technology is able to restore any mechanism: simple 
and complex, small and huge, from clockwork to turbines of atomic 
power plants.”  

In turn, we have Prok bank, which also operated out of Christchurch 
(as well as Auckland): a Russian Tax bank with mafia links suspected 
of having involvement in weapons smuggling. Prok’s interests also 
extend to its involvement in precious metals, specifically osmium 
187, identified by Time magazine’s investigative journalist, Jonathan 
Beatty, during his investigation into arms trafficking. This subject soon 
led him to BCCI doors.  Regarding osmium 187, Beatty noted that 
there was a lucrative trade in this strategic material, involving “ex CIA 
and KGB agents”. For the record, Prok subsidiary, Xtra Enterprises, 
was run by a former KGB colonel, Alexander Soukhine, according to 
my N.Z. customs source. 
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Of Krugerrands and Windmills

That yet a third business,  also with a Christchurch connection, should 
have arms links, suggests that at least the claims that N.Z. has become 
actively involved in the black market arms trade, should be taken 
seriously by the authorities and investigated further. In 2006, N.Z. 
papers reported how the Christchurch engineering firm, TransDiesel, 
had become embroiled in an investigation by the Dutch police, 
revolving around the shipment of U.S. sourced military supplies to 
Iran, where some of the machinery parts in question allegedly “… 
came to and moved through New Zealand on a convoluted route to the 
Middle East.”(Christchurch Press 10.9. 2005) 

Whilst the company TransDiesel was in itself not guilty of any criminal 
action, having been caught in the unenviable role of innocent middle 
man, the firm was most certainly of interest. Its website offered a large 
stock of obsolete and surplus parts, which its owner told the Press, 
could be used in a “truck, a boat, an armoured vehicle or tank.”

The Dutch’s N.Z. police investigation, was in fact, just a very tiny part 
of an international investigation, initially sparked off by the Dutch 
firm, URENCO’s, role in shipping nuclear technology using “German 
middleman and Sri Lankan businessman based in Dubai”,  to supply a 
host of countries ranging from Khashoggi’s partner in Malaysia (using 
the firm of Scomi Precision Engineering, with the cover story that 
the parts were for Malaysia’s oil and gas industry), to major rogue 
states like North Korea and Iraq (BBC 12.2004, New Zealand Herald 
20.1.2004). This incident was sparked of by the U.S. wanting to bring 
Pakistan into line by targeting the architect of its nuclear weapons 
program, Dr Abdul Qadeer Kahn, a former employee at URENCO. 

In 2004, this was all considered ‘news’, but to anyone familiar with 
BCCI, it was ‘old hat’, especially as it had been BCCI who paid Khan’s 
legal bills. Aside from paying Khan’s legal bills, BCCI had in fact 
spent more than one billion dollars (US) on speed switches, specialty 
steel, oscilloscopes and oscillators (Rachel Ehrenfeld, ‘Evil Money’, 
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Harper Collins 1992). Today, BCCI are recognised as the first major 
non-governmental organisation to have ever armed a country with 
nuclear weapons, namely Khan’s beloved Pakistan. Despite this, our 
own SIS specialists on the Middle East have never heard of BCCI. 

The Dutch Investigators of the Netherlands - the country where Prince 
Bernhard’s dodgy WWF Lockheed arms deals were legendary - soon 
also discovered Khan’s “nuclear supermarket” and huge connections 
with South Africa, involving many who were formerly involved in 
South Africa’s own secret nuclear program. 

In May 2004, less than three months after the renewed, URENCO 
nuclear scandal, Asher Karni was arrested in the U.S. for his role 
in trafficking nuclear weapons technology. Investigators found that 
Asher’s Top-Cape Technology, was a leading trafficker of oscilloscopes 
and oscillators, and allegedly re-exported U.S.- made triggered spark 
gaps from South Africa to Pakistan with the dual civilian application 
of being used to detonate nuclear weapons. 

South Africa had also been Victor Bout’s prior port of preference until 
driven by anti-arms campaigners to set up in Dubai: now also the base 
of operation for Spicer’s new firm Aegis Security. Spicer’s arrival 
in Dubai followed the 1995 discovery by union workers in Australia 
that the Australian government was planning to use the Australian 
SAS to undermine strike-breakers who threatened Dubai’s ‘free’ port 
status. Free ports of free trade zones being the type of hub favored by 
big business, as its labour costs make for cheaper port fees, which of 
course, mean more profit. 

One reason for Spicer’s presence in Dubai may be that after the 
whistle was blown on the Australian SAS, Dubai turned to the Private 
Military Contractors -PMC’s - to do the same job. Reports received 
from relatives of PMC and the Australian media suggest that N.Z. 
and Australian “ex” SAS personnel were also approached. I say ‘ex’, 
as with the Bougainville assassination teams and Max Green, the 
reports I have received to date suggest that the ‘ex’ SAS personnel 
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were currently serving members undertaking “temporary leave.” 
This information is interesting, as Union personnel have made the 
suggestion that additional security brought into ports in Otago and 
Lyttleton (around N.Z. in fact), are not there, as claimed, to protect us 
from terrorism, but to protect Port authorities as they try to replicate 
the Dubai ‘Free Trade’ model. Such authorities have been accused of 
hiring private investigators (the first tier of the PMC game), to spy on 
union officials. Regardless, it remains an irony that aside from such 
measures now preventing angry workers from getting at scab labour, 
they have also prevented the average kiwi (often the source of N.Z. 
Customs leads) from seeing who or what is coming into our ports, 
whilst for example, doing a spot of late night fishing. Bear in mind that 
the Dubai, ‘free port’, has one of the worse reputations in the world for 
being a transient port for black market arms.

According to a U.S. government affidavit against Karni, Humayun 
Khan - the CEO of a Pakistani company, Pakland PME - approached 
Karni around June 2003, in search of triggered spark gaps, model 
number GP-20B, made by Perkin Elmer Optoelectronics of Salem, 
Massachusetts. Karni then sent the spark gaps from South Africa to 
Islamabad, Pakistan, via Dubai. Notably, in these cases the excuse 
given for the items was that they were to be used in hospitals (the 
old humanitarian aid ploy strikes yet again). However, even more 
startling, Karni told South African authorities that the spark gaps were 
“going to a hospital in Pakistan and were funded by USAID”.  

USAID, as noted, have a long record of providing cover for intelligence 
operations dating back to the days of Air America, literally the aviation 
arm of the CIA’s front during Vietnam. While USAID, as also noted, 
can also be found ‘partnered’ with the World Wildlife Fund and CARE 
(two charities whose names have repeatedly surfaced in relation to 
acting as the cover for clandestine arms shipments), in the Congo 
where their affiliation extends to firms associated with mining and/or 
the military industrial complex.

In Australia, USAID’s principal spook client, Air America, was 

Page 135



closely associated with the Nugan Hand Bank, run by Michael Hand. 
Records show that the bank was intimately involved in the shipment 
of arms to the African states involved in the civil war between Marxist 
guerillas and South African backed opposition forces. Following the 
collapse of Nugan Hand in 1980, Hand is believed to have disappeared 
into South Africa until 1991, when a man by the name of Michael 
Hand was found in connection to a U.S. customs sting operation on 
two Iraqis attempting to procure spark gaps: an affair relating to the 
Italian bank, BNL, in what became known as the ‘IraqGate Affair’, an 
event which, in the northern hemisphere, triggered the tightening of 
restrictions referred to by the SIS boss Woods, in his 1999 statement 
on N.Z. links to the radioactive black market. 

Interestingly enough, another familiar name also surfaced in one 
particular Karni deal (which did not go ahead), WWF backer, 
“Lockheed-Martin”.  Khan wanted to buy Naval System’s infra-
red detectors, which Khan had told Karni could be procured from 
Lockheed-Martin Naval Systems. When Karni asked Khan if he could 
provide an end user certificate, Khan replied, “Sorry. No. But I must 
tell you that the reason for the customer to contact me (since they know 
I represent your org. in SA [South Africa]), is that these detectors were 
supplied a few years ago from one of your countrymen!”,  meaning 
South Africa, and underlining the country’s chief role as transient port 
for U.S.- produced electronic military goods. The U.S. backed South 
Africa in its war against black ‘Marxist’ states, and in secret helped 
the covert joint South Africa- Israeli nuclear programme.  

Karni and his South African pals (including one branch of the network 
which investigators would be ‘floored’ to discover could be traced 
back to an underground Neo Nazi cell of the seventies – something 
which reportedly also stunned the Jewish Karni), had also procured 
oscillators, a product similar to spark gaps, used to electronically 
detonate nuclear bombs, from the U.S. firm, Tektronix. According 
to the 1200 page ‘Weapons Declaration’, made by Iraq to the UN in 
2000, Tektronix, from 1985 – 1990, had made more than $US 300, 
000 in the sale of oscilloscopes, oscillators, and other electronic goods 
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to the Iraq army, air force, and their missile programme. 

As a post note, Karni was known to have helped not just Pakistan, but 
India as well (adding further corroboration to the claims of my N.Z. 
warrant officer source that an outfit was providing, under the guise of 
charity, technology to both India and Pakistan). In 1999, two firms 
named Prime International (Islambad), and ANZ Importers Exporters, 
were banned from trading in the U.S., due to their role in similar 
scams designed to supply Pakistan’s nuclear program, while ANZ 
Importers Exports were also be found to have  supplied uranium (one 
report suggested the Uranium came from Australia), to India as well. 
The ownership of these firms, remains a complete and unanswered 
mystery, but during my investigation, several individuals came to my 
attention, who shall now be mentioned, as their past is, if nothing else, 
certainly of interest and warrants (I believe), further investigation by 
the authorities. 

As previously mentioned, the directors of The Small Luxury Resorts of 
the World Lodge, Wharekauhau, include the mining magnate, James 
Blanchard, who as stated, funded the CIA South African-fuelled wars 
in ‘Marxist Africa’ at tie when the Nugan hand Bank was facilitating 
arms shipment to the same region. In fact, Blanchard minted gold 
coins, sold to such characters as General Singlaub, the Iran Contra 
mercenary lord, and head of the fanatical, World Anti-Communist 
League. Gold was the main currency used to buy arms supplied by the 
likes of Hand to the U.S. South African backed RENAMO guerillas. 
Blanchard, along with a firm named ANZ nominee (a subsidiary of 
the ANZ bank), held shares in a Uranium mining venture, which also 
involved Paladin Resources, a consortium specialising in Uranium-
mining in South Africa and Australia. 

Fellow directors in Wharekauhau include Sir Roger Douglas, who 
according to the newsletter, Wellington Pacific Report, was the first 
MP to check out the Justice Stewart report into Nugan Hand Bank 
(instigated following police inquiries into the Mr. Asia heroin ring), 
when it first arrived at the Wellington parliamentary library in N.Z. This 
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in itself is no big deal, except that the report came down particularly 
heavy on one Scott Kemmis Leigh, a former Citibank financier who 
(along with the ANZ), had allowed the Nugan Hand Bank to come 
into existence, despite having no apparent assets. Kemmis later got 
the blame when the BNZ crashed in Australia due to bad loans to the 
tune of $1400 million. 

A third Wharekauhau investor was James Dale Davidson, whose 
interests extended to the investment newsletter, Strategic Investment. 
Strategic Investment’s co-editor, William Colby, a former director of 
the CIA, and Nugan Hand’s lawyer (his card found on Hand’s partner, 
Frank Nugan, after his alleged suicide), who died around the time that 
the Hand Euromac nuclear deal became public.

Also worth mentioning, Fay Richwhite partner the South African based 
Alexander P. Van Heeren, the Dutch citizen, and honorary consul for 
both the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Affairs to Belgium and to 
the Netherlands here in N.Z., despite a record of having breached an 
international embargo to South Africa in the eighties. As mentioned 
earlier, Van Heeren was also the principal share holder in Huka lodge, 
Wharekauhau’s sister lodge, and the subject of legal dispute involving 
several other firms, Van Heeren and Michael Kidd, resulting in a British 
private investigator, Brian Cooper, being charged with blackmail in an 
affair which Cooper had insinuated related to Van Herenn’s role in 
arms deals. 

The charges against Cooper were later dropped when it was found 
that the chain of evidence had been corrupted, with Heeren having 
retained the alleged “dossier” for some time before it was handed back 
to the police, supposedly minus seventy pages. Cooper’s ‘arrests’ first 
took place at the hands of a private detective who first ‘interrogated’ 
Cooper at a private residence before he was handed over to police 
detectives - one of whom turned out to be the private investigator’s 
nephew. The charges were subsequently dropped, few believing that 
a successful prosecution would have eventuated, due to the chain of 
evidence having been so severely contaminated. At the same time, files 
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relating to one of the firms in dispute, Prime International, vanished 
from the N.Z. Company’s Office.

Despite overtures made to the FBI, I have been unable to determine 
whether the N.Z. Prime International had links to Prime International 
firms (or ANZ to ANZ Nominee), listed as having been banned for 
their role in arming Pakistan. There is no material to suggest that these 
firms do have any link to Van Heeren or Blanchard. Yet, the similarity 
of the names alone certainly makes one curious, so it’s no wonder 
with the backgrounds of such men, why in this case, they caught my 
attention. 

However, the Van Heeren-Kidd dispute also names the firm Optical
International. The N.Z. Optical International website is no longer 
operational, but three firms are listed with that name:
OPTECH INTERNATIONAL.  Address: 1611 Castle Hayne Road, Bldg 
C-C, Wilmington NC 28401.  Phone: 910-251-0669 or 800-USA Kiwi.  
Product: Cyberscope for museum exhibits.
OPTECH INTERNATIONAL.  Address: P.O. Box 15-904, New Lynn, 
Auckland, NEW ZEALAND.  Phone: (64 9) 827-8722.  Product: 
Cyberscope for museum exhibits. 
OPTECH INTERNATIONAL.  Address: P.O. Box 1400, 1000BK 
Amsterdam, THE NETHERLANDS.  Phone: (31 20) 686-6466. Product: 
Cyberscope for museum exhibits

All of these firms deal in oscilloscopes, oscillators and related 
technology, which in theory has dual civilian military purposes. The 
firm Optical International with the “800-Kiwi” number is listed as a 
subsidiary of the “Canadian-owned” firm Optech Incorporated and is 
a known U.S. military contractor. 

A third Van Heeren-Kidd firm is Genan, listed in a South African 
Defence White Paper (White Paper on the South African Defence 
Related Industries December 1999), as being involved in defence 
related industries, specifically electronics, which if nothing else, 
counters Van Heeren’s claims to the N.Z. press that he held no military 
interests. 
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Look Whose Hand Is In the Cookie Jar

Fate is a funny thing, for in the midst of originally writing this chapter, 
Rakon hit the headlines after the Green Party released leaked details on 
how Rakon, the exporter’s of military grade oscillators, were setting 
“a dangerous precedent for how to deal with dual use products.” 
(Government bombs out over Rakon Keith Locke MP, Green Party 
Foreign Affairs Spokesperson 15th June 2006 Press release) 

Locke noted, “The question is not whether shock hardened and 
radiation hardened crystal oscillators are ‘specifically designed for 
military use’. Of course, both types of oscillators have a dual use, that 
is, they serve civilian as well as military purposes - for example, shock 
hardened oscillators in construction work, and radiation hardened 
oscillators in aerospace. The real debate is over whether Rakon should 
be taking research money from the American defence contractor, 
Rockwell, to develop a particular ‘high G-shock crystal’, to fit the 
specific military requirements of smart shells, as admitted by Rakon 
in a leaked May 6 2005 email. Secondly, should Rakon be allowed to 
develop a particular standard of “radiation hardened” oscillators to put 
into a proposed new American smart bomb navigation system, as also 
referred to in Rakon documents, these radiation hardened oscillators 
were also required to be able to function correctly at a depth of 135 
metres, which is presumably a military specification for underground 
or underwater launched missiles….To promote peace in the world we 
should not allow a Kiwi company to develop and export components 
critical to smart bombs and missiles that are going to be used in wars 
we don’t agree with, such as in Iraq, and potentially in even a nuclear 
war”.

In a subsequent press release (28 May 2006, 10:46 pm Press Release: 
Green Party), Locke suggested that Rakon’s counter story of not being 
involved in arms manufacturing, did “not add up” that “The Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade should also have investigated in its role 
to uphold New Zealand’s anti-nuclear policy, and enforce its own 
criteria, stated on its website, to deny the export of items ‘to be used 
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in the delivery of weapons of mass destruction.. And where was the 
Security Intelligence Service, which prattles on about its important 
role in stopping New Zealanders being involved in anything connected 
with nuclear weapons?” 

The latter point of this statement is a good question, as the SIS seemed 
very good at claiming such people come here all the time, but at the 
same time being incapable of actually doing anything to stop such 
individuals. In my own limited experience of the SIS, I was struck 
by how uneducated its members seem to be regarding current affairs.  
Others, more cynical in their outlook, might suggest that this ignorance 
is selective, especially as the arms dealers investigated within this 
book, turn out repeatedly (in their N.Z. dealings anyway), to have 
relationships with overseas intelligence agencies that are allied to 
the SIS. In the same vein, we have seen that N.Z.’s own government 
trade and foreign affairs agencies are equally happy to cozy up to such 
individuals as well. 

In Rakon’s case, their principal investor in N.Z. was Peter Mair, a 
member of the N.Z. government’s Growth Innovation Advisory 
Board, a founding member of the government’s Information and 
Communication’s Technology taskforce and, like Rakon, a recipient 
of several Trade N.Z. awards (Trade N.Z. being the agency which 
harboured the arms expo said to have been attended by Tim Spicer in 
November 2005). As Locke succinctly quips, “It seems that all these 
government agencies were so bedazzled by Rakon’s export success, 
that they were reluctant to investigate properly then and ask the hard 
questions”. 

Locke ended his protest by noting, “This is a matter of great concern, 
New Zealand’s reputation as a peaceful, anti-nuclear country, could 
be undermined unless the Government moves quickly to find out the 
full story.” The reality is that the N.Z. government is unlikely to do 
this any time in the near future; so on that basis, let me fill in the 
blanks for you.
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During Time Magazine’s investigation into Rockwell, Beatty was 
‘floored’ when one of his contacts passed him a classified copy of 
a satellite which BCCI had sold to the Russians. Beatty would note, 
“There was little doubt they were looking at Rockwell International’s 
technical manual for the NAVSTAR Global Positioning Satellite 
System.” 

That this came to be, however, is no real surprise when one discovers 
that the list of directors (and past directors) of Rockwell makes for 
interesting reading. Robert Anderson, who is also listed as the director 
of a firm named Aftermarket Technology Corporation, its co-directors 
include, Gerald Parsky (the former assistant secretary of the U.S. 
Treasury Department from 1974 to 1977), and partner in the law firm 
Gibson, Dunn, and Crutcher, who represented Sheikh Zayed’s (BCCI) 
interests in Washington. 

Parsky is the man who Hand was allegedly said to have to report to, 
by those who maintain that the Nugan Hand Front was simply a front 
for U.S. intelligence black operations (extreme covert operations), 
named Task Force 157. This unit eventually closed down for having 
become out of control, its members being, it is said, more interested 
in getting their cut than serving Uncle Sam. It was Parksy’s business 
partner, William Simon, who allegedly was one of the customers of 
EuroPac, central to the Wine Box inquiry story (a story which deals 
with a number of Van Heeren’s business partners), a tale of tax 
evasion/avoidance (depending on who you choose to believe), and 
a story which Wishart explains he had been able to quickly follow, 
having already been introduced to many of the principal characters. 
Following his investigation into the death of Paul White, his own 
sources claimed that N.Z. was being used to launder Eastern European 
arms sales to the Middle East in a deal involving the highest levels 
of N.Z. government.  It’s also the contention of Washington D.C. 
investigative writer, Wayne  Madsen, that the Nugan Hand Bank was 
simply the precursor of a larger arms scheme involving the Cook 
Islands and BCCI and the so called, Wine Box Affair.
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Incidentally, did I mention the fact that Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan (the multibillionaire ruler of Abu Dhabi and president of the 
United Arab Emirates), the most important patron and the controlling 
shareholder of BCCI, was also listed as director at Rockwell 
International? This is something to think about when you find that 
Rockwell’s name can also be found on the same list of U.S. providers 
of military technology to Iraq as the one citing both Michael Hand’s 
Euro Mac, and Tektronics (the US firm detected during the Dutch 
URENCO investigation into the South African, Malaysian, and Dubai 
based nuclear ring). 

According to the LA News from 1985 to 1987 Rockwell sold more 
than half a million dollars worth of electronic goods to Iraq military 
forces. 

Often those inexperienced with covert operations find it hard to believe 
that such operations are government sanctioned, but its important for 
novice students to take in the lesson as noted by one witness in the 
Nugan Hand Inquiry (Justice Stewart Inquiry) who noted, during the 
days of the Indo China conflict, when a deal was “made the agency 
(the CIA) never minded if we took our cut, there was always money to 
be made” (Book of Leaks). 
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Chapter Nine: 
The I Love You Long Time Long Con 

Top Left: Khashoggi Jet in Fiji  Top Right: The Lippo (EIE) Towers in 
Hong Kong Bottom Left: Takahashi Harunori the Yakuza linked EIE 

executive Bottom Right: Denarau Resort Fiji    
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Top: Guns in the sun -  Major Josefa, 
Middle: Guns in the sun

Bottom: Sauva Coup 2000 George Speight backed by FHL
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“Late 1977: Muldoon travel to the US to meet top Rockefeller officials,
including Trilateralists’ Deputy Secretary of State, Warren Christopher, 
and Richard Bolbrooke, who were in charge of the new “South Pacific Desk”
at the State Department established by Rockefeller to target exploitation 
of both New Zealand and Australia. In Los Angeles, Muldoon meets top 
Rockefeller officials, Robert Anderson (Rockwell Chairman, also Director
of Khashoggi’s Security Pacific National Bank) and P. Larkin (Rockwell
Director, also Chairman, Executive Commi�ee Security Pacific National
Bank and Director of Marac).”  ---- From the notorious Opal File an 
anonymous document which surfaced in the mid 80’s.

On the surface, Queenstown is an idyllic alpine village on the edge 
of the majestic lake Wakatipu. The lake is known, according to one 
translation, as the ‘trough of monsters’. As you look at the hotels 
around the lake shore (none of which are owned any more by actual 
New Zealanders), you look at the history of some of the world’s largest 
corporations, who are found as investors in these buildings. I believe 
the ‘trough of monsters’ translation to be an apt description. Indeed, 
my own experience of Queenstown, spread over twenty years, is, the 
deeper you dive the uglier the ‘nasty bastards’ in this town become. 
For example, let’s begin with a name that should by now be very 
familiar, Adnan Khashoggi, whose links to Queenstown were 
something that I learnt about unexpectedly, when enjoying a beer 
in a Dunedin pub. As I sipped my tasty Emersons, one of the locals 
dropped a bombshell that had me coughing up my drink in shock. 
The incident took place following an article I had written the previous 
week, looking at the history of allegations that oil had been discovered 
in the Southern Basin, when the Texas Hunt brothers (Hunt Oil) first 
went looking for it back in the seventies. 

• This claim was denounced for more than thirty years by the very 
same N.Z. business papers whose reporters are now claiming that they 
had known that there was oil there all along, but that oil prices had not 
been, until recently, high enough to make drilling cost productive. It’s 
a stance which is absolute fraud. No mainstream paper has ever (well 
not until very recently), reported, when on the few occasions before 
2000, that the subject of oil in the southern basin came up, anything 
other than the position that Hunt had come up empty, that no oil 
was thought to be there. No business journalists that I know of has 
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ever bothered to talk to the locals in Invercargill, the oil workers who 
worked on the Hunt exploration rigs in the seventies, or any of the 
other oil executives worldwide who have known of N.Z. oil deposits 
for years. Indeed, it was not until Mobil got involved in a court case 
(following a dispute over survey results) that the mainstream papers 
began to wake up to the reasons why a Shell Dutch Royal Petroleum 
spokesman in 2001, referred to N.Z. as the “jewel in their Asian 
crown.” 

My fellow bar fly, in a bar fly voice not dissimilar to Barry Crump, 
dropped the line, “you know Khashoggi came to NZ in the seventies?”, 
before explaining how his brother had been an employee in Civil 
Aviation when “some time around ‘77”, Khashoggi “had a forty 
minute meeting with Muldoon and flew out. The next week, news 
broke that Muldoon had just borrowed a shit load of money some 
where in the Middle East.”

Having years ago read an underground paper the Opal file, and recalling 
it had said something about Khashoggi and N.Z., I decided on impulse 
to see whether there was any truth in the dubious underground paper’s 
claims that Khashoggi had visited N.Z. 

On impulse, I made a call to Phillip ‘Scoop’ Chandler, of the Mountain 
Scene. Scoop was somewhat of a local legend. In Queenstown, a 
‘snoozing’ Scoop can often be found in a Winnie the Pooh like stance, 
paws across chest, leaning back on a sofa or an arm chair at the far 
end of the bar, like someone’s dear old benevolent uncle after a long 
arduous bus ride. Quite some distance away, a whispered conversation 
could take place, and the next day, the same conversation would appear, 
word for word, in the Mountain Scene (known affectionately by locals 
as the Mt. Scream). There’s not much that happens on Scoop’s patch 
that he does not know about. Scoop is of the old school of journalism, 
genetically bred to have the hide of a rhino, the ears of a bat, the eyes 
of an eagle, and the compassion of a starving hyena who just found 
a bagful of kittens. The phrase ‘has the intellect but not the aptitude’, 
has never applied to Scoop, who with an old school approach, has 
taught more than one new visitor to Queenstown the truth regarding 
the old saying ‘loose lips sink ships’. Mine was an impulse that paid 
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off. Scoop reported that Adnan Khashoggi had a 34% interest in the 
N.Z. based Travel Lodge and had arrived in Queenstown some time 
in 1976 from Fiji.

Scoop would additionally add that Khashoggi arrived “with a large 
entourage and a leggy blond; proceeded to stay for several days, 
ordering in a number of delicacies from overseas before shooting off, 
leaving the Travel Lodge staff in Queenstown with no idea of where 
to send the bill”. Armed with a date and the knowledge that in the 
seventies a millionaire Arabian arriving in N.Z. on his own private jet, 
would have constituted news, it was off to the archives I went. With 
an ‘I owe, I owe, its time to pay the bills you know’ attitude, I rolled 
up my sleeves and went digging. 

Khashoggi’s Queenstown visit had, in fact, taken place on April 19 
1976 (before eventually flying out of N.Z. via Auckland), according 
to the subsequent archive search. It took place, interestingly enough, 
not long after the Muldoon government had just released its “official 
confidence” in there being oil in the Southern Basin. A claim 
which Hunt Oil was trying to dismiss as unlikely (the papers in the 
area pointed out that Hunt’s Oil position may have been shaped by 
Muldoon’s attempts to make Hunt Oil pay an ‘outrageous’ $3 a barrel, 
or 25% of the price of oil, according to 1977 prices). Though what was 
really probably pissing off Hunt, was the fact that Muldoon was still 
refusing to publicly acknowledge that the N.Z. government even had 
a contract with Hunt. 

Following Khashoggi’s visit, odd things began to happen in N.Z. for 
at the time of Khashoggi’s visit, the rogue gun runner would note that 
N.Z. only exported $2.6 million to the Middle East and he was here 
“to change all that”, and change it he did. By 1980, three years later, 
N.Z. exports to Iran alone were worth more than $NZ 400 million. To 
repeat, 1976: $2.6 million exports to the entire continent; 1980: $400 
million to Iran alone.

The pattern of Khashoggi’s influence in N.Z. is, in hindsight, fairly 
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obvious. At the time of his brief press conference with kiwi journo’s, 
Khashoggi himself, noted that he was here to look at investing in 
“Dairy and Timber”. Sure enough, the following year, N.Z. entered 
into a joint shipping venture with Australia that aimed to service 
Bahrain, who was also looking to invest in N.Z. “dairy and timber 
industry”, in a deal which had been set up “the year before.” 

On November 9th 1977, Muldoon took off on a world trip, flying 
into the U.S. via Los Angeles, as the Opal file had correctly reported. 
Los Angeles, as it turns out, is the same city where Security Pacific 
National Bank (SPNB), allegedly owned by Khashoggi just happened 
to be based. In the end, while I could find several direct references to 
Robert Anderson of Rockwell International (the firm whose directors 
also included the top share holder of BCCI Sheik Zayed), in relation 
to SPNB as the Opal File had claimed, this was not the case with 
Khashoggi.  However, in 1995, some time after the Opal File had 
been published, U.S. investigators discovered, during Operation Polar 
that SPNB had acted as a conduit for BCCI the first major Islamic 
Investment bank, set up in 1972, which Khashoggi had been intimately 
involved with from its begining.

During the ‘77 U.S. visit, Muldoon, after visiting David Rockefeller 
(whom Muldoon would boast to Dunedin National supporter, Bill 
Bachop, that he “always stayed with the Rockefellers when he visited 
the U.S.”), left for Germany, launching a new shipping vessel as part 
of a N.Z.-Australian shipping deal, before coming home via Egypt 
and Bahrain, where N.Z. was beginning a series of joint shipping 
ventures, again set up in 1977 at the time of Khahoggi’s whirlwind 
visit to N.Z. 

• In the late seventies, Australian, Peter Abeles - TNT Transport 
(WWF Club 1001 member), also entered into a joint N.Z. Shipping 
venture. Abeles was later publicly identified as having done business 
with major U.S. mafia figures involved in both money laundering and 
drug trafficking.

In 1978, as the OPEC oil crisis pushed oil prices sky high, amidst 
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claims that Opec was responsible for manipulating oil prices, Hunt Oil 
left N.Z. The same year, Muldoon launched ‘Think Big’, an attempt 
at making N.Z. an industrial nation, which Muldoon admitted, cost 
N.Z. “a little bit of its sovereignty”, by borrowing heavily from such 
institutes as the IMF and the World bank. Everyone knows that, but 
what fewer people probably realise, is that the IMF does not itself 
keep this money in some sort of giant piggy bank, but simply acts as 
the guarantor and broker of the loans which are provided by a third 
party. The mystery remains as to who was the third party and what 
was their motive for lending N.Z. a large sack of cash at a time when 
internationally, all sane governments were tightening their fiscal 
belts.

• This is not to say oil will be found. Yet, if it is, then where does that 
leave us with the old Opal File and the rest of its contentions, in light 
that one of its central planks (oil in the southern basin, which has been 
considered bullshit for more than thirty years), may very well turn out 
to have been correct all along. 

Not long after Khashoggi’s visit, N.Z. gave birth to its first ever case 
of organised white collar crime, the Gang of Twenty, led by John 
Victor Evans. John Victor Evans turned out to be the source of the first 
suspected case of N.Z. being used to launder arms money as well. In 
fact, the reason why Keith Petersen, an investigator for the N.Z. Justice 
Department, had first begun the investigation of John Victor Evans 
and The Gang of Twenty, was that he believed the crime syndicate to 
be involved in a money laundering scheme. This scheme, according 
to Petersen in a 1998 phone interview, had been for “either drugs or 
arms,” the source of the money originated from banks in the gulf of 
Arabia. Petersen was never able to identify beyond speculation what 
the real reason had been for the complicated flow of money backwards 
and forwards between N.Z. and these Gulf banks. Yet, the  major point 
to be understood here, is that while no one knows for what reason 
exactly the money was being laundered, it is clear that a process 
was being used, which had but one purpose: to turn ‘black money’ 
(unaccounted money), into ‘white money’ (legitimately accountable 
funds). 
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A similar conundrum emerged during the Wine Box inquiry, when 
journalists had looked at the sleight of hand pulled off by Richwhite 
the number one fans of Team Emirates Team. As author Tony 
Williams notes, “Will the Wine Box ever end? Will we ever find out 
why the EuroPac washing machine had all that money going round in 
circles?” The answer in this case, is probably ‘no’, for in the first of 
many sudden deaths and fires, EuroPac files were reduced to ash after 
a “mysterious” fire broke out in the office of the Security Commission 
in 1992. The SEC had just begun an investigation into the suspicion 
that EuroPac, the firm at the centre of the Gang of Twenty affair, had 
been over stating their profits (Tony Williams, ‘Rise, Fall and Flight 
of Brierley Investments’). 

• Another New Zealander identified with gulf bank connections was 
Bruce Judge (a former Brierley employee) who as Wishart points out 
in the Paradise conspiracy turned to BCCI subsidiary the National 
Bank of Saudi for help when his empire began to go pear shaped. One 
of Judge’s subsidiaries was the Deak & Co Bank, previously used 
(before it was bought by Judge), by the CIA to launder money and 
handle bribes to Japanese officials in the Lockheed Martin scandal. 
Reportedly, at this time, Deaks was also used by Nugan Hand. Under 
Judge’s control, it was again investigated for money laundering, but 
on this occasion nothing was ever proven.

Petersen’s suspicions of Evans’s involvement in arms events  would 
take on additional emphasis following the first Fijian coup, when a 
firm he was registered as a director of - External Trade Organisation 
- turned out to be closely associated with the coup plotters, and the 
means by which the plotters got arms. During the 1987 External 
Trade Organisation, co directors had also included the head of 
Fijian Intelligence Pio Wong; Sir Laurence Francis (Muldoon’s 
High Commissioner to Australia), and Paul Freeman. Freeman was 
a New Zealand scallywag who joined this adventure into banana 
republicanism, by donning the uniform of a Fijian officer. Throughout 
the coup, Freeman and the other directors of ETO, ran their ‘command 
post’ out of Travel Lodge Fiji.

ETO and Freeman could be linked to several shipments of Israeli 
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made arms to Fiji, but during this period they were not the only ones. 
In the first coup, the Uzi machine pistols that were used to storm the 
Fijian Parliament came via Emperor Gold Mines (Time 30.06.87). 
The speculation was that the deal was put together by Freeman: a 
speculation which apparently did not bother Freeman greatly, for he 
reportedly has key passages of ‘State Secrets’ (the ones relating to 
him-self), framed and stuck on the wall of his office. Emperor Mines 
incidentally, is also one of the firms which can be linked to Spicer 
during Sandlines PNG saga. 

A third source of arms going into Fiji, was Qunitex. This firm was 
used to ship, aboard a vessel belonging to Carpenter Shipping second 
hand Ak47’s to Fiji supposedly for Indian separatists, at least that’s 
the excuse Rabuka used for his second attempt at rule, ‘by the gun 
under a hot Pacific sun’ (The Guns of Lautoka Christopher Harder 
Sunshine Press1988). The only thing wrong with this particular story 
is that Quintex turned out to be the same firm that Khashoggi had 
used to ship U.S. arms through Israel to Iran, as part of the Iran Contra 
affair the same year. Whilst in the same period, according to a military 
intelligence source, it is suspected that a large number of weapons, 
which passed though N.Z. on to Fiji, were destined for the war in 
Afghanistan. This view is consistent with the facts, in that investigators 
of BCCI discovered that the bank had used Fiji as its own de facto free 
trade port. The duty free section of Nadia Airport being almost a de 
facto BCCI branch, which saw all manner of contraband, from guns to 
C130’s full of gold passing through. 

Indeed when Wishart stated in ‘The Paradise Conspiracy’, that when he 
first began exploring the arms side of the Wine Box Inquiry, “accepting 
that our SAS might be overseas was difficult enough but I couldn’t 
reconcile in my mind the idea that kiwi business executives were out 
there in the international market out bidding Adnan Khashoggi for the 
latest arm shipments”, he might have been closer to the mark from the 
evidence of history, if he had said, “doing arms deals with Kashoggi” 
who as we have seen, had a history of doing arms deals in the Pacific, 
and this included supping from the same kava bowl as kiwi white 
collar crims. 
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RAT DROPPINGS

1977 – late 70’s : Khashoggi flew into N.Z.  The same year Khashoggi 
used Vanuatu to launder the profits of arms sales made from weapons 
destined for Yemen guerillas on behalf of Saudi Arabia.  Attempted 
coup on Tongan Island of Minerva backed by close Khashoggi 
associate, Robert Vesco, who wanted to turn the island into a tax 
haven for money laundering.

1987 - Coup I: Day before coup the Swami (BCCI’s ‘spiritual’ 
leader, famed for his threats to kill Gandhi), flies into Fiji on board 
Khashoggi’s private jet - an event leading to the ‘false’ claims that 
Khashoggi was ‘directly’ involved in the coup. Fiji intelligence 
(including Paul Freeman a director of the firm ETO) however would 
use Khashoggi’s Travel Lodge in Suva as their head quarters, while 
the guns for Coup I, would come via Emperor Mining closely linked 
to Barrick Gold whose directors include BCCI share holder Kamal 
Adham, US president George W Bush and Peter Munk (WWF Club 
1001). Munk is Khashoggi’s partner in Travel Lodge.  

1988 Coup II: Eastern bloc weapons are used by coup leader Brigadier 
Sevetti Rabuka (who also played a part in the Solomon 2000 coup) to 
justify his second attempt to rule by the gun. Weapons turn out to have 
been shipped by Quintex, the firm used by Khashoggi during the Iran 
Contra affair to ship arms to Iran and the Mujahedin in Afghanistan. 
Kashoggi to this day holds extensive interests in Fiji including a luxury 
resort - the Wayaka club.

Late 80’s: Khashoggi uses Cook Islands to funnel billions stolen from 
Phillipines by Dictator Ferdinand Marcos. Attempts to build refinery 
in Tonga in a proposal alleged to also involve Michael Fay and David 
Richwhite.

1992: The Kerry committee investigation in to BCCI (whose material 
supplemented the findings of India’s Justice Jain Inquiry into BCCI) 
links Khashoggi and BCCI to assassinations, including that of Rajiv 
Gandhi, and arms dealing. During which Fiji is described as a transit 
port for BCCI related smuggling activities specifically the airport at 
Nadi which would become a defacto ‘free trade port’ for BCCI. Time 
magazine corroborate this position while a NZ military intelligence... 

Continued on next page
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RAT DROPPINGS - Continued

... source list Fiji in the eighties as a transient port for arms coming 
from NZ destined for the Mujahedin in Afghanistan. 
 
1997-2000: Emperor Mining would also prove to be major players 
along side RTZ (the firm involving former ASIS spy chief Richard 
Austin) in the Bougainville crisis, where mercenary Tim Spicer, 
associated firms Sand Line/ Executive Outcomes first became house-
hold names. 1998-2000: Khashoggi uses Tim Spicer of the PNG Sand 
Line affair to supply arms to Sierra Leone alongside Russian arms 
dealer Victor Bout. 

2000: In a letter to TVNZ pitching TVNZ lack of coverage of State 
Secrets’ ground breaking findings, we refer to news that arms are 
being shipped from Vanuatu to Fiji:  weeks later Coup III breaks 
out.
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The Paradise Conspiracy 

Khashoggi, as it turns out, can be linked to a number of Pacific Island 
states and their increasing instability.

In the Cook Islands, Khashoggi had used the nation’s legendary loose 
banking regulations to launder the looted Marco billions fleeced from 
the people of the Philippines. Of course, where Khashoggi went, so 
did BCCI, who used the Cook Islands to launder the profits of their 
black market arms sales. The Cook Islands are also where a BCCI 
subsidiary transpired to have been clients of  Europac (Michael Fay, 
David Richwhite and Brierley Investments), all key players in the 
Cook Islands-linked Wine Box Inquiry.

In the late eighties, as Ron Brierley was having his photo taken at 
the White House with Ronald Reagan (as part of the U.S. formed 
International Council, termed “an international discussion group”), 
Khashoggi’s path was allegedly found to be crossing the path of Fay 
and Richwhite in Tonga.

As the Iran Contra affair was about to turn pear shaped, Adnan’s son, 
Mohammed, was found entering into a discussion with the King of 
Tonga, concerning a number of ventures, including the extension of 
Tonga’s International airport building, a luxury Hotel (the one that 
went bust), and a bulk oil depot. The aim was to bring Iranian tankers 
to Tonga, in an effort to circumnavigate a U.S. embargo. The deal also 
involved Libya, which at the time was keen to help Iran circumnavigate 
the U.S. blockade, a move which would be the beginning of the 
end of this particular pipe dream. The proposal had involved “Fay 
Richwhite executives”, who were allegedly introduced to a Tongan 
adviser, American, Chris Thomas, who wanted Fay Richwhite to pull 
the reverse leg of the refinery project – the bits that could be handled 
by New Zealand and Australian companies (including also Fletcher 
Challenge claimed Wishart). 

• In 2003, ‘State Secrets’ claimed that Khashoggi was representing 
Libya and the claims were corroborated when it was revealed how 
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Libya had secretly offered a huge donation to the cash-strapped 
Labour party (who rejected the offer). An investigation by the 
Guardian uncovered a series of attempts by Libya to use back channels 
to get close to Labour politicians, including lucrative deals with the 
arms company, BAE Systems, the go between being London-based 
businessman, Wolfgang Michel, who admitted he had also concluded 
agricultural deals with the Iranians in the company of the Saudi arms 
dealer, Adnan Khashoggi, and the late tycoon, Tiny Rowland (WWF 
1001 Iran Contra member).  - The Guardian 22.1 2003.

According to “Berlin” (one of Wishart’s sources), the refinery became 
a major bargaining chip in the ‘arms for hostage’s affair’ with the CIA 
giving guarded approval, but only if the hostages were released first 
of all. When the subsequent guarantees that the CIA were looking for 
did not eventuate, Tonga was told to scotch the Iranian deal or the 
CIA would scotch it for them; a warning which the Tongan adviser, 
Chris Thomas [not his real name] wished in the end he had paid closer 
attention to. 

However, at this stage, as the plans were “well advanced”, Thomas, 
Tonga’s king and another U.S. citizen, Mike Rivera, flew down to N.Z. 
to meet with three Iranian officials and an Australian businessman. 
Dumb, but not stupid, Thomas got the feeling that all was not well 
in ‘Paradise’, and ended up making a call to his contacts in the U.S. 
State Department. Thomas’s boys at the State Department duly 
replied, ‘if I was you I would get out of Dodge’. Taking good advice 
into consideration, Thomas and party exited stage right. The Iranians 
arrived, but with nobody there to greet them, they soon wondered off 
into the sunset as well. Not so lucky, was the Australian who had 
entered N.Z. on a private plane and was met, according to Wishart’s 
source, with a welcoming party of another sort, “they got him through 
a Civil Aviation safety inspection. The CAA has the power to inspect 
any aircraft that lands in New Zealand, and yeah, he was ‘taken out’. 
He never made it home to Australia. Never been seen since. It was 
over.” Berlin maintained that the CIA used their agent, ‘Alan Brown’, 
which they had placed in the NZCAA.
  
The alleged NZ CAA agent later surfaced in Thomas’s life in relation 
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to Tonga’s role as the CIA laundering head quarters of choice. 
According to Berlin, the CIA discovered in 1989 that the King was 
sending Thomas out to look for a DC10, at a time when the CIA was 
no longer using Air America. Firms like Southern Air Transport, were 
currently too much under the media’s magnifying glass (following the 
Contra affair exposure), to be of any use. The CIA believed that the 
Tongan Air Line would fit their ‘niche gap needs’ to get all the U.S. 
cash being literally snorted out of the U.S. economy and into a black 
hole (generally estimated at being around 40% of the US GDP – author 
note), by assisting the drug cartels of the Asian crime syndicates, 
specifically the Yakuza, and laundering their crime profits.

Having flown into the U.S., Thomas was propositioned by the CIA 
directly, who promised to support Tonga’s plan for an airline, with 
unlimited cash if the airline would, in return support the CIA on 
‘sensitive operations’. Unfortunately for Thomas, the King, a devoutly 
religious man, did not go for the deal and by late 1990 (following 
the less reported attempted coup in history, see ‘State Secrets’) Royal 
Tonga Airlines was for all purposes still a boat without a paddle. 

At this point, along came Winer Industries, linked to an American 
known as Sylvester Moise. Moise was flagged on DEA computers as 
a suspected money launderer with links to several N.Z. businesses, 
though he never turned up on N.Z. Customs’ computers (under the 
name Moise). He was known by N.Z. intelligence, who also suspected 
him of money laundering. During the gulf war, Moise was identified 
as having an involvement in arms with a Japanese executive known 
as “Tonaka.” 

The King’s men in Tonga however, were not apparently privy to 
any of this information, and simply saw in Winer a company with 
enough ‘bling bling’ to back an airline. As for Moise, he had seen the 
same thing that the CIA had seen - an airline under a government flag 
offering world wide access. That Moise was dealing with the Yakuza 
when he appeared on the scene, at the same time the CIA were hoping 
to use Tonga to launder Yak cash, raises the possibility that he may 
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have been part of the CIA’s scheme from day one. Especially, in light 
of the King’s man, Thomas’s resistance to accepting money from the 
drug trade. The CIA however, had not finished with Thomas and for 
Thomas, this was not going to be a story which ended ‘happily ever 
after’. 

Brown, the N.Z. CAA/CIA agent, it turns out, had his own contact 
at the palace (reportedly accompanying the King on a number of 
trips including those made to Saudi Arabia). Through Brown, the 
CIA contacted Thomas, tricking him into going to the U.S. under 
the pretense that he had people who wanted to invest in the Tongan 
Airline. Once he arrived there, Thomas was offered $50 million in cold 
hard cash, ‘but’ he had to help ship the cash out of the U.S. to help 
the ‘investor’ avoid paying taxes. Thomas agreed to the tax avoidance 
scheme, set up a plane to pick up the cash, and was then driven to a 
warehouse where the drug origins of the cash were revealed. 

Thomas, taken aback, tried to back out of the deal (probably knowing 
the King would not go for it), but it was too late, the sting was stung 
- Thomas was going down. In spectacular fashion, Brown, the N.Z. 
CAA/ CIA agent drew a .357 magnum, and arrested Thomas on 
trumped up conspiracy charges. Possibly stunned or in shock, Thomas 
again failed to spot the ‘severed horse’s head that lay in his bed’ and 
yet again rejected the CIA’s final offer to be a CIA’s ‘drug-o-launder-
mat, rent boy’, and in a subsequent case (listed in the U.S. attorney 
office of Biloxi, Mississippi on the Gulf of Mexico as ‘Tongan Bob’). 
Thomas got served up a 25 year jail sentence. ‘Just say no’ was not in 
this case, an option.

The Winer case also unearthed the presence of Fay and Richwhite, 
who were said, according to Thomas’s colleague Mike Rivera, to have 
met Thomas in Singapore, Fiji and Tonga, to organise the movement 
of the money in the Winer Tonga Aviation Project “using a bank in 
the Cook Islands”. Spokesman for Fay Richwhite, David Richwhite 
denied this connection, as well as the claim regarding the allegation 
that they were linked to Khashoggi’s refinery proposal, “to the best 
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of my knowledge”, nobody from this company “is aware of such an 
oil refinery project”, nor does anyone remember doing business with 
Winer Industries or Sylvester Moise, or providing assistance for the 
airline project. 

Yet, witnesses including the former Prime Minister of Tonga, Baron 
Vaea, claim that Michael Fay and David Richwhite personally met 
a Winer executive (fitting Moise’s description), around the time of 
Winer’s attempt to finance the Tongan airline, “they visited, sometimes 
for two or three days –do a little business – and then go back again. 
There was one [Winer executive] who has been here. He’s an African 
American. I don’t recollect his name but he sees other Ministers and 
talks with them.”   

On the day before ‘State Secrets’ came out, one of Fay Richwhite’s 
senior ‘legal beagles’, bumped into Wishart on the streets of Auckland. 
During this chance encounter, the lawyer said he had heard Wishart 
was involved with a new book that was being published (we had been 
doing radio adds after all), and he asked if Michael Fay or David 
Richwhite were mentioned in it. Wishart told the lawyer that he was 
correct in both cases, to which the counsellor generously cautioned 
Wishart to make sure that we had our facts correct or there were bound 
to be repercussions, of the law suit variety. Wishart, true to style, 
thanked the counselor and in a ‘feeling lucky punk’ vein, requested 
that such a legal beagle rumble take place on the basis that “we need 
all the publicity we can get”. There are times when I think Wishart is 
the biggest dick around. This however, was not one of those moments. 
That night, Wishart’s strange day became even stranger. He received 
a call telling him that if “the Winer book” came out, he would be a 
“dead man”. 

Despite the temptation to join the dots, there is only one real conclusion 
that can be made about this call, and that is that our probe into Yakuza/
CIA money laundering was making someone nervous.  

• At the time of going to print (August 2006), the Tongan King was 
believed to be days away from death. As to who would then inherit the 
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throne, the options were greatly reduced with the death of the Crown 
prince and the Crown princess in an apparent car crash in the U.S. 
two months earlier.     
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 Old Mc Donald’s Farm [starring the CIA]

• Larry Hillblom (DHL) and a prominent New Zealander plan to set 
up a casino to launder an estimated $600 million of Yakuza earnings, 
on Tinian, the same Island marked out by the CIA as their ‘turf’. The 
Aucklander backed off, Hillblom did not. 24 hours later, Hillblom was 
being picked up in pieces, along with the governor of the Marianas, 
when their plane went ‘boom’ in mid air.

• June 15th 2001, the Miami Herald reported that American investors 
were looking into the Northern Marianas to serve as “a casino hub in 
the Pacific region, especially with its proximity to Asia, where millions 
play cards and machines.” The idea was to turn the tiny island of 
Tinian (in the Marianas, a three-hour flight from most major Asian 
population centers), into a Mecca of glittering casinos and gambling 
cruise ships. One of the partners was identified as The Lone Star 
Casino Corp (LSCC), owned by United Gaming, one of the nation’s 
largest owners of video poker and other electronic gaming machines 
in the U.S. LSCC was controlled by Texan, Richard Rainwater (one 
of Bush’s biggest campaign fund donors when Bush was running for 
governor in Texas). Fellow investors in Lone Rain Water, include 
South African businessman Lesley Greyling, who headed the Palm 
Beach Company, Members Service Corp, a firm chaired by former 
Republican Governor of Florida, Claude Kirk, whose clients include 
Adnan Khashoggi. 

• In 2005, the Marinas casino venture it turns out,  will be served by 
a new airline approved by local government officials - the Texas-
based Pacific Island Aviation. Pacific Island Aviation was funded by 
the Lockheed Martin Corporation (WWF Prince Bernhard bribe), 
and identified by the U.S. website Mad Cow News (http://www.
madcowprod.com/10272005.html  8.11. 2005), as “being used in 
support of some ‘sensitive’ international assignments. During the 
recent American expansion of influence in the oil-rich former Soviet 
Republics of Central Asia, for example, the company operated flights 
into and out of the Georgian capital of Tbilisi and the Azerbaijan 
capital Baku.” 
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At the Hotel California

It was noted in ‘State Secrets’ that the Yakuza featured prominently 
in N.Z. during the 90’s, in a multi national money laundering racket, 
where the EIE Development Corporation used real estate deals as 
their cover. Wishart made the claim that EIE washed billions through 
downtown Auckland and Brisbane. 

Certainly, its chief executive, Takahashi Harunori, was a dodgy little 
blighter. His shady goings on extended to flying the chief of Japanese 
customs to Hong Kong (for unspecified reasons), and shelling out 
millions to high class call girls to dress up as waitresses or panty-
less school girls, who hand-fed the top ranking government officials’ 
egos, as well as their stomachs, with a variety of exotic treats and 
kinky delights. When his army of Lolita’s failed, Harunori resorted 
to the other good old fashioned methods of “bribery, fraud and inside 
trading” to get his desired results.

Ms Gillian Tett, the former Tokyo Bureau Chief for the prestigious 
Financial Times, has perhaps the best description of how things 
worked at EIE; “Question: Is EIE a front for the Yakuza interest? 

 Tett: I was fortunate enough to interview at length many of the key 
player’s involved in the debacle. I do not think that EIE was directly 
Yakuza. I think that they were linked to many Yakuza, and many 
powerful bits of the Japanese government. The Yakuza and politics 
and finance are entwined in Japan”; because of the role that the Yakuza 
play in Japanese society, where they are considered an integral part of 
the society at all levels, their impact on corporate Japan in the sectors 
of banking, real estate and politics, is rarely understood by the western 
media. (Source; ‘Program on Alternative Investments’ by the Centre 
on Japanese Economy & Business - Columbia Business School)

In 1995, EIE ended up being sold by the LTCB, following its 
spectacular collapse for the same reasons that both BCCI and Nugan 
Hand had gone belly-up. The directors of allegedly respectable banks, 
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had, for reasons that boggle the mind, lent these previously unheard 
of entities (with no real assets), more money than they could ever pay 
back. This is a custom referred to as, issuing a “bad loan”, mostly it’s 
bad for the bank’s lesser share holders.  It’s a good loan however, if 
you’re the one customer who does not have to pay back the loan. Hell, 
with the right inside man, a bad loan could prove more profitable than 
robbing banks with an empty sack and a six shooter!  

In EIE’s case, the link to organised crime was two-fold, for as it turns 
out, they were not just in bed with the Yakuza, but its major share 
holders were the Lippo Group, an Indonesian banking cartel with close 
ties to BCCI, Chinese Military intelligence, the Triad and Indonesian 
dictators. You might say, they were an equal opportunity bank, in that 
they would deal with any scum who came along, as long as they were 
paying scum - a bit like N.Z. really.
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And On THAT FARM [starring the Yakuza]

• In the 90’s, Takashi Hanouri appeared frequently in Australia in the 
company of members of the Japanese, Hitler-worshiping cult, Aum 
Shinrikyo, who were selling weapons to Yakuza, and in turn had links 
to right wing elements in the Japanese  military. [While this is not 
the place to go  lengthily into how cults are used jointly by Japan’s 
super secret spy service, the Office of Public Safety, the military, and 
the Yakuza - anyone really wanting to know the strange dynamics 
of this weird symbiotic relationship are advised to start with the 
ultra-nationalistic politics of war criminal, Yoshio Kodama and his 
relationship with the CIA just after the war (see the Lockheed papers 
David Boult)].

• Also in the 90’s, EIE’s N.Z. contacts extended to Bruce Judge, 
Ariadne Corporation, former partner to Gerald Parsky and William 
Simons. Parsky’s business partners also included Robert Anderson of 
the Rockwell firm, who aside from obtaining chips for smart bombs 
from N.Z. firm, Rakon, were found as the source of classified U.S. 
satellite technology being sold to Russia by BCCI. Parsky was said to 
be CIA money launderer Michael Hand’s, boss, while William Simons 
was a customer of Europac, the firm at the heart of the Wine Box 
affair.

• In 1993, EIE’s involvement in Ariadne related to a law wrangle 
involving Bruce Judge’s Southern Group BNZ, a BNZ subsidiary. 
Grylls Ltd was set up to hide the BNZ’s role in a complex paper trail 
put together by Leigh Scott-Kemmis  (Hidden Subsidiary Lands BNZ, 
The Independent 14.05.1993), the man identified as responsible for 
hiding the fact the Nugan Hand Bank had no real assets. Though 
labeled dishonest by Justice Stuart during the Stewart Commission, 
he was, never the less, employed by Sir Roger Douglas to run the 
BNZ in Australia, where he was then responsible for the New Zealand 
government having to bail out the BNZ, using tax payers dollars, to 
cover more than $1400 million in “bad loans”.  

• In 1995, money laundering expert, Jeffrey Robinson (The 
Laundrymen; Shuster and Shuster 1994), claimed that at least 50 
major tourist properties in Hawaii were owned by the Yakuza. 

Continued on next page
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And On THAT FARM [starring the Yakuza]
- Continued

Robinson documented how billions of Yakuza cash has been poured 
into “hotels and golf courses” in America.  Originally, the Yakuza 
relied “almost entirely on banks to launder their money… however, the 
Yakuza discovered stock broking. With the help of Malaysian Chinese 
gangs, they opened brokerages in Malaysia and Singapore. As their 
business grew, they moved quickly into Hong Kong, Australia, New 
Zealand, Indonesia, and the Philippines”. David E. Kaplan and Alec 
Dubro corroborated Jeffrey’s findings (‘Yakuza: Japan’s Criminal 
Underworld; University of California Press, 1993), noting that by the 
late eighties, police in Australia were noticing senior Yakuza chiefs 
appearing regularly at major Australian casinos to gamble away 
millions. “By 1995, Japanese [yakuza] had bought nearly $4 billion of 
land comprising over 166,000 hectares, including hotels, golf courses, 
and resorts”. Intelligence reports revealed that”at least twenty-eight 
Yakuza and associates from seven major gangs traveled to Australia on 
at least sixty-five occasions between 1986 and 1993. Most had gone to 
Sydney and Brisbane, but others had ventured to Cairns, Melbourne, 
Perth, and Townsville, as well as to Auckland, New Zealand”.
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The Lippo Group’s ‘crown prince’ was James Riady, the deputy 
chairman of the Lippo Group and the son of Mochtar Riady, the founder 
of Lippo Group. During the nineties, James Riady was identified as 
a major campaign contributor to the Democratic Party in the USA 
during Bill Clinton’s presidency, and was a regular visitor to the White 
House. It is generally accepted by most major press organisations that 
James Riady’s relationship with Clinton originated in the early 1980s, 
when the Riady’s bought into the Arkansas-based Worthen Bank in 
Little Rock.  During this time frame, James Riady’s business associate, 
Stephen Jackson, backed (by way of fiscal donations to political 
parties) both Bush and Clinton, while at the same time, the two men 
were acting as the front men for BCCI’s entry into the U.S.A. 

In 1998, Riady was accused by the U.S. senate of being an asset for 
Chinese military intelligence and of having links with the Chinese 
Triads. Their claims were backed up by the investigative findings 
of the FBI and the CIA. Riady’s links to Chinese intelligence came 
namely from his contact with Lippo employee, John Huang (referred 
to by Mochter Riady “as our man in the White House”), who Lippo 
placed within the Commerce Department. In this position, with top 
secret clearance, Huang widely copied U.S. weapons technology that 
ended up in the hands of the Chinese after Huang used the phones in 
Lippo’s Washington DC offices to send the information out of the 
U.S.A. In 2001, Riady pled guilty to a U.S. federal court, on campaign 
finance violations. He was ordered to pay an 8.6 million U.S. dollar 
fine for contributing foreign funds to the Democratic Party. This was 
the largest fine ever levied in a campaign finance case. Lippo Bank has 
on several occasions also been guilty of money laundering, or to have 
ignored regulations which were there to prevent money laundering. 

In 1992, Lippo bought out the BCCI subsidiary, HKCB, following 
BCCI’s 20 billion dollar liquidation. As usual, the snake just seemed 
to keep feeding off its own tail. The point, underlined, is that many of 
the HKCB major share holders were also major share holders in the 
Japanese bank LTCB - the bank which kept lending to EIE, though 
EIE in fact had no real assets. Yet, that was something which the 
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public did not learn about for another three years. In the meantime, 
Lippo had bought out 60% of EIE.

With the Lippo ‘buy in’ of EIE, they became the effective owners 
of several properties, including a luxury resort in Fiji, the Denarau 
Sheraton Resort, worth $500 million dollars. Its assets are; a five star 
hotel, luxury private villas, an international standard golf course, a 
super marina, complete with shopping plaza full of top international 
brands, and further  plans to turn the Fijian resort into Fiji’s first 
casino. 

In 1996 following EIE’s liquidation, a ‘NZ’ consortium would buy 
the EIE Denararu Sheraton resort for the fire damage sale price listed 
publicly as between $120 and $160million. The consortium comprised; 
popular Dunedin businessman Howard Paterson, Sir Clifford Skeggs, 
Michael Fay, David Richwhite, and Brierley Investments (soon to be 
BIL) and FHL, the majority owners of Carpenters – a firm that was 
linked to the 1988 Kashoggi weapons shipment to Fiji. 

FHL had been set up after the 1987 coup, as a means of providing native 
Fijians with a fiscal advantage over Fijian Indians. This included a 
$20million interest-free loan as start-up capital. Its directors included; 
Laisenia Qarase, had usurped Mahendra Chaudry as the Prime Minister 
after the coup in Fiji in 2000. It is widely reported that it was in the 
boardrooms of FHL that the third coup had first been proposed. 

The resort would be built on land traditionally owned by the tribes 
to which former Lieutenant Colonel Isikia Sauva, the commissioner 
of police in Fiji belonged. The commissioner’s brother, Major Joefa 
Sauva’s uzi-wielding balaclava-wearing image, would be used as the 
poster-boy for the 2000 coup. Joefa was reportedly sent home from 
Lebanon peace-keeping duties after he was found to be involved in 
arms trafficking.

The plan for FHL’s Kiwi partners was to develop the resort project 
even further, for example, the super marina – aside from serving the 

Page 170



rich and idle would act as a base for Queenstown’s tourist operators 
Kaweraru Jets and more than forty charter yachts that would operate 
regular charters between Brisbane and Fiji - part of a joint venture 
between Northern Southland Transport and Real Journeys.

However, one source maintains that the Dunedin businessmen became 
involved in this venture primarily as a result of their contacts with 
the Sauva family. However, the plan seems to have changed when in 
July 2001, it was first publicly announced that Brierley Investments 
planned to buy out the other partners and become the sole owner of the 
EIE resort. Though when exactly this proposed deal became a reality, 
is less certain, with some accounts suggesting that pens were not 
actually put to paper for this proposed buy out until quite some time 
later. In Paterson’s case it was not just in the Denarau that investments 
in Fiji were been cashed up with the Patterson Trust known to have 
sold all of their interests in Fiji following Howard Patersons death in 
Fiji.

Mr. Paterson’s death was reported in the media as having alternatively 
been listed as a heart attack (The source for this original version, the 
N.Z. media, were operating from information provided by Howard’s 
friends and Howard’s P.R. firm); then from chocking on a chip (the 
Listener July 19-25 2003 Vol 189 No 3297, who quote Fiji police 
sergeants as their sources); choking on an egg sandwich ( WYSIWYG 
news, July 2003 ,quoting Fijian police as his sources), or chocking on 
a Hamburger (www.adevarulonline.ro august 12th 2006, quoting Fiji 
police as their source), all amidst extremely widespread rumors which 
I would encounter doing the rounds in Dunedin, Queenstown, and 
Christchurch. Gossip stating that he had his body snatched from the 
morgue in Fiji “Weekend at Bernie’s’ style”, by wealthy “friends” of 
the popular South Island businessman, amid claims by sources close 
to Howard that the Fijian police had shown signs that they would not 
release his body. It is known that prior to going to Fiji, Howard’s own 
security had advised him not to go alone; a suggestion which Howard 
apparently chose to disregard. I would hear some remarkable stories 
regarding who was involved and I would even receive confirmation of 
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many of the major point by one of the alleged participants. Yet much of 
the information relates to personal details more suited to the Paparazzi 
so I will refrain from repeating these points. In the final analysis, there 
has only been one truly reliable description of Howard Paterson’s 
death in print to date: this is the description which appeared in the 
Christchurch Press, simply states that Mr. Paterson “died suddenly in 
Fiji.”  
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The Dragon That Ate Its Own Tail

Aside from the mystery of ‘multiple stories but one source’, that 
surrounds Paterson’s death, what is certain is that by 2006, Brierley 
Investments was no longer a N.Z. firm. Its chairman, Malaysian 
tycoon, Quek Leng Chan, won control of Brierley’s in October 2005. 
Though even before then, Brierley’s old guard had been on their way 
out, as by the late 90’s, 20% (at least) of the N.Z. Investment firm 
was being controlled by the Asian based Camerlin Group. Camerlin 
were attracted to Brierley’s interests in N.Z.’s newly forming casino 
industry. Today, BIL has interest in that industry that extends to 
virtually every major casino in N.Z., while the Camerlin share control 
is now larger than 30%, though it may be as high as 75%, when 
one takes into account Camerlin’s share holdings that are placed in 
offshore holdings managed by investment banks (authorised to act for 
the Camerlin Group), in places such as Luxembourg and Holland. 

The major investors in the Camerlin Group were the even more 
powerful Salim Group - another Asian consortium made up of the 
backers of the brutal former dictator Major General Hai Mohammed 
Suharto regime of Indonesia, and others whose interests were tightly 
bound up with the interest of Riady Lippo Bank in Indonesia. All 
three consortiums descended from the same Chinese descendants of 
the senior political families of Mainland China who fled communism 
to live lives of exile in countries like Taiwan, Malaysia and Indonesia 
in the 1950’s, before buying their way back into favour at a later point. 
It seems as if even the Red Guard can be seduced by temptation when 
offered a slice of the action. 

As to the question of where exactly the Lippo Group ends and the 
Salim Group begins, this would be hard for anyone to say for certain, 
such (as noted), are their common interests interwoven. The main 
point here however, remains an asset, the Sheraton Denarau resort, 
associated with the Salem/Lippo consortium (EIE), was sold at a 
greatly reduced price because of ‘bad debt.’ Yet, in the end, these 
assets have somehow wound up back in the controlling hands, albeit 
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indirectly so, (at a greatly reduced price) of the very consortium whose 
leaders included the original owners of EIE when EIE was known to 
active relations with the Japanese crime syndicate the Yakuza. 

Similar stories of highly convoluted land deals resurface throughout 
the Pacific. For example, in Tonga a separate hotel development was 
taken to the cleaners by the Triads. The story repeating itself yet again 
in the case of the Sheraton - Vaimaanga Hotel in the Cook Islands; 
the Sheraton Cooks failing after the original investors turned out to 
be mafia (or at least that’s what the senior government officials in the 
Cook Islands were claiming). This was an affair where once again 
people started dying ‘suddenly’ - in this case the hotel’s original 
manager ‘sudden death’ involved having his skull cracked open 
with a heavy object. The manager’s death was originally blamed on 
professional hit men before it was relabeled as a domestic dispute by 
the ever truthful Pacific Island officials. This spin was accepted, with 
out questioned by N.Z.’s own media. However, it should be noted 
that when the victim is (if you accept the Cook Island’s governments 
official account), allegedly a member of the mafia, then the definition 
of the words ‘family’ and ‘domestic’ can be seen to take on whole new 
meanings. 

The backers of this particular ‘Hotel California’, the Italian 
government, pulled out amidst claims (made notably by senior Cook 
Islands government officials), of further Italian mafia corruption, 
which they claimed was responsible for the Cook Islands debt of a 
$100 million dollars. The same Cook Island officials promptly ‘fixed’ 
this problem with the subsequent sale of public assets, which included 
Cook Islands Telecom to N.Z.’s communication giant, Telecom. 
Telecom’s principal share holders at this time were Fay Richwhite, 
that is until Fay and Richwhite pocketed a further $274 million from 
the sale of Telecom New Zealand shares to American buyers (while 
Telecoms N.Z. shareholders failed to make a dime out of the same 
transaction).

• In comparison to this, according to CAFCA, following the sale of 
Telecom, in the 1997/98 financial year, the now U.S.-owned Telecom 
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made an $820 million profit.   

Cook Island Treasurer and Finance Secretary, New Zealander Michael 
Fleming, testified during the Wine Box Inquiry about his suspicions of 
the Cook Islands Italian Sheraton project from “day one”. Mr. Fleming 
stated “Norman George was the minister in charge of the project and 
I received a threat from his personal assistant to the effect that if I did 
not support the project, harm could come to myself and my wife and 
children”(Dominion Post 03.08.1995 Wine box Inquiry told of threats 
to family). Mr. Fleming’s statement makes it quite clear that in those 
warming and inviting Pacific seas also lurk some mighty dangerous 
killer sharks.

• Other major Fijian luxury resort owners currently include 
Richwhite’s business partner, Van Heeren (Dolphin Island), and 
Adnan Khashoggi (Wayka resort). 
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The Dutch East Tea Company Rides Again 

Closer to home, in 2004, the suggestion was made by wealthy 
Queenstown residents, that N.Z. was being used as a major multi-
billion dollar money laundering venture. This claim echoes the claims 
that had surrounded EIE in the nineties, those made by Wishart’s 
independent intelligence source and later by my own independent 
intelligence sources. Everyone but N.Z. itself seemed aware of the 
fact that large sums of money from murky sources were pouring into 
N.Z.
 
Five years earlier, following the release of ‘State Secrets’, an Auckland 
security consultant added to this intrigue about the type of money 
floating around N.Z., with the claim that MI6 had an agent placed 
within the IRD at a senior level. I was later able to corroborate and 
narrow this piece of information in July 2006, when a close associate, 
who I use on occasions, offered me independent news (unaware of 
what I had previously been told), that he had heard the same allegation 
whilst engaged in IT security work. In this case, it was alleged that 
the MI6 agent, who he named, worked in the IRD and was “based in 
Hamilton” at a senior level in the IRD’s section “responsible for tax 
avoidance, fraud and debt recovery”. 

Yet to be honest, by this stage, whilst I had no doubts that someone’s 
agent was in the IRD, the problem was that these days, the difference 
between those working for ‘Her Majesty’s Service’ and those working 
for ‘Dr. Evil Incorporated’, are not always so easily distinguishable. 

Take the case of the Australian Security Intelligence Service chief/ 
RTZ mining executive Richard Austin, who was also the director of 
the mercenary firm (that uses ex ANZAC SAS personnel), Control 
Risk Ltd. Alternatively, there was the late NZSIS director, Lindsay 
Smith, a former BP executive, before becoming the N.Z. SIS’ boss, 
a position that he returned to after ‘retiring’ from the SIS. Or, to go 
the other way, there was the private business intelligence firm, Ciex, 
which Stephen Dorill (Inside the Covert World of Her Majesty’s Secret 
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Intelligence Service 2004), reports “cornered a lucrative market” in 
providing a restricted ‘confidential service’ in ‘strategic advice and 
intelligence’ to the private sector using former 00’s of Her Majesty 
Service. Ciex’s top former spooks, including Hamilton McMillan 
from MI6’s counter-terrorist section, plus the former head of MI6’s 
Middle East Department Michael Oatley, who previously worked for 
Kroll Associates. Kroll was set up in 1995 with a board of directors 
that included Royal Dutch Shell’s managing director, plus a former 
deputy chairman from BP. Dorill reported that such firms provide 
leading British businesses with information that those clients “will not 
receive” by the usual government, media and commercial routes. 

In 2000, this sort of relationship between crown and big business was 
highlighted again when John Grierson, a senior agent at MI6, took 
up a top PR job for BP-Amoco (The Guardian 8.5.2000), just two 
months after BP was accused of having financed the ‘arms for oil 
coup’ in Azerbaijan. This allegation originated from leaked Turkish 
intelligence documents that showed how the alleged middlemen in 
this arms deal were working for BP, who also paid off key officials 
of the democratically elected government in the oil-rich nation, just 
before its president was overthrown (March 26 2000 INSIGHT). At 
the time, MI6 offices in Azerbaijani were shown to have been based 
in the same building used by BP.

The news that an MI6 agent (now seemingly the modern face of the 
Dutch East Trade Company, whose agents worked for the crown while 
happily helping themselves to a slice of the pie), was located within the 
IRD tax evasion department, took on a whole new significance when 
in 2005, a Southland based security consultant answered the queries 
I formed after hearing allegations originating from one Queenstown 
couple (who had hired a separate private investigator), to build up an 
extensive dossier on a billionaire neighbour. The couple maintained 
that their neighbour’s extensive Queenstown real estate deals where 
just like the Auckland-Brisbane property booms of the 90’s - fronts 
for money laundering. The private investigator claimed “the IRD have 
been told Queenstown is off limits”. 
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This allegation, if true, meant that a much touted (but little producing), 
‘four teams’ IRD investigation of Queenstown’s real estate market, 
initiated by the same long standing rumors that had been reaching me 
(concerning the allegations that Queenstown’s real-estate tax market 
was being used to mask tax evasion/ tax avoidance schemes which 
can also mask money laundering), was nothing but a white-wash. 
Whether the IRD were being told to back off from Queenstown or not, 
as has been claimed, one fact remains irrefutable. For all the big talk, 
including statements made by the IRD itself, that a “rapid turn over 
in property, the huge buying and selling in Queenstown and Wanaka 
had been well documented by the IRD”, nothing eventuated. The 
IRD Queenstown raids would begin with such bold statement as “the 
Inland Revenue are coming and coming in hard.” Yet in the end, for 
all the publicity, no real returns were ever produced. The cost of the 
teams and the subsequent administration costs out-weighed the few 
measly minnows that were caught in a net supposedly set for whales. 
(See New Zealand Herald, Christchurch Press, Dominion, and South 
Land times between March 27th and March 29th).

Yet, this was not the only alleged dodgy property deal to be found in 
the South. The Southland private-eye was relaying yet another scam 
being played out in N.Z.’s Deep South real estate market, involving 
“dodgy Auckland finance banks”.  The P.I. believed that behind these 
‘fly-by-night’ operations lay “some major players” who were using 
the crooked finance companies as fronts in a complex scam to diddle 
Southland farmers out of their land. 

The scam started by ‘moving in’ on farmers who were known to be 
down on their luck, or those who seemed to be suffering an extraordinary 
string of bad luck (such as mystery fires which were then followed by 
extensive and expensive cases of cattle rustling, that in some cases 
cost into the hundreds of thousands of dollars). The finance companies 
began by offering a life-line to those who found themselves suddenly in 
need, arriving uninvited but apparently well briefed about the farmer’s 
plight and background. The farmers would accept the life-line, only 
to find that there were hidden clauses which resulted in the farmer 
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having no choice but to default on their payments, at which point the 
larger players, in what seemed an “established template”, stepped in 
and foreclosed on the farmer’s mortgage. A number of farmers, so the 
private eye contended, had started to get suspicious after sitting down 
and comparing notes amongst themselves. At this point, they called 
in the PI who then narrowed the farmers’ focus onto a series of firms 
affiliated to the finance companies where an “apparent Netherlands 
connection featured prominently”. 

On hearing this, I reached for a nearby dossier and read out some 
names that had originally been sourced from a list of members, whose 
only apparent common denominator was that they were all members 
of the N.Z. Netherlands’s Business Association. As fate would have it, 
many of the names that I read from this list, which I had chosen to cite, 
were well known to the PI in the course of his own investigation. 

There were two names, neither of which I had read out to the Private 
Eye, as they did not seem relevant to this case, however, they later 
caught my eye when investigating a separate matter; specifically, 
the money laundering background of Lippo Bank, a close business 
ally of the Salim Group (the main backer in the Camerlin Group who 
controlled BIL), which can be linked to the passing of U.S. weapons 
technology to China. The firm in question was the Dutch Shell 
representative the joint Dutch-Belgian bank, ABN-Amro Bank and 
the MeesPierson Trust. 

Both corporations were listed by the anti-Indonesian corruption 
investigator, Dr. George J. Aditjondro, as managing a host of Salim/
Lippo firms. Aditjondro had mentioned this fact in an article on how 
an Indonesia subsidiary of the Central Bank of Indonesia, also based 
in the Netherlands, was used by the Suharto’s to launder billions out 
of Indonesia. Dr. Aditjondro went on to note how a host of Indonesian 
firms, linked to the brutal Suharto regime, had in recent years popped 
up in Rastoland, in the Netherlands, in much the same fashion that 
Victor Bout - one of Khashoggi’s arms mules - had been drawn to the 
Ostend airport (also in the Netherlands), when looking for somewhere 
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to base his arms aviation network. Holland is, after all a country 
with generous tax breaks for firms willing to invest, and if Ostend is 
anything to go by, then the Dutch don’t seem too fussy as to where the 
money’s coming from - a bit like N.Z. really. 

Dr. Aditjondro would name the Indonesian subsidiary companies 
based in the Netherlands, that were managed by ABN-AMRO Trust 
(Nederland) BV, as including such firms as: 

• PT Mandala Nusantara (partly owned by Tommy Suharto, Suharto’s 
youngest son)

• PT Semen Cibinong (partly owned by Titik Prabowo, Suharto’s 
second daughter)

Before then naming the Indonesian companies whose Dutch 
subsidiaries were managed by Investment bank MeesPierson Trust 
BV as: 

• PT Astra International. (Salim Group).

• PT Inti Indosawit. (Salim Group).

• First Pacific Group. (Salim Group).

• PT Satelindo (a joint venture between Bambang Trihatmodjo & 
Tomy Winata “the main financial backer of the Indonesian Army”).

• PT Lippo Land Development owned by James Riady.

(George J. Aditjondro campaign Published in IMF (Indonesie, Feiten 
en Meningen), Journal of Komite Indonesie, Amsterdam September 
2000). 

A number of these subsidiaries, and a number of these people, have 
been found by the watch dog group CAFCA to own significant 
property in N.Z.- specifically the South Island including: 

• Siti Hediati Haryadi:(Titik Prabowo): daughter of Suharto, and wife 
of General Prabowo Subianto who owned two chalets in Goldfield 
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Heights, Queenstown (N.Z. $498,000), purchased from Firdaus Siddik 
(the Indonesian businessman close to Suharto - said by Time magazine 
to have helped Suharto launder billions through suspected Dutch 
controlled banks).

• Tommy Suharto (convicted of the assassination of  a court judge 
and the son of President Suharto), until 1999 the owner of a South 
Island high country station purchased in 1992 and sold in 1999 to Mr. 
LYA (Alan) Poh, of Singapore for NZ$1. In 2000, Poh reportedly sold 
Lilybank to U.S. interests for several million New Zealand dollars. 
Questions exist as to whether Poh’s holdings at Lilybank were held 
on behalf of Hutomo Mandala Putra, who until  1999 was a director 
of a subsidiary of Brierley Investments Ltd  (BIL), Nusantara Limited 
in 1998, the sister company of Netherlands-registered Mandala 
Nusantara B.V

• Liem Sioe Liong/ Salim Group (PT Astra International, PT Inti 
Indosawit, First Pacific Group), who dominates the Camerlin Group, 
which owns 24.4% of BIL. It still has major investments in N.Z., 
including Air New Zealand Ltd and other tourist venues, plus; Cedenco 
Foods Ltd, Gold & Resource Developments, Tasman Agriculture Ltd 
(which owns approximately 40 farms in New Zealand, plus further 
pastoral interests  in Tasmania, Australia), Union Shipping Group 
and Sky City Casino plus interests in other major N.Z. casinos. 

• Loka Manyan Prawiro, son of Dr. Radius Prawiro, former Suharto 
Finance Minister and governor of the Indonesian Central Bank. 
Radius Prawiro’s family conglomerate, Lumbung Sumber Rejeki 
Group, had several joint ventures with Suharto family companies 
and two conglomerates close to the Suharto’s; the Barito Pacific 
and Astra Groups. In 1992, Loka Manyan Prawiro, together with 
several Indonesian, Singaporean and New Zealand business-people 
established two property companies – Woodlot Farm Ltd and Jim’s 
Way Properties – which control approximately l80 hectares of 
property near Queenstown, on which they have developed 160 villas 
and a golf course – Jack’s Point developed by the same designer of the 
elite Millbrook resort also in Queenstown. 

(Source: Dr Bill Rosenberg For: Campaign Against Foreign Control 
of Aotearoa P.O. Box 2258 Christchurch, New Zealand, 20 October, 
2000 Updated 13 March 2001)

The suspicion that ABN Amro was the sort of bank that would do 
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business with dodgy money laundering was not difficult to confirm. 
In 2005, ABN Amro had to pay $80 million in fines for “violating 
regulations to prevent money-laundering.” The Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network at the Treasury Department said that ABN 
had “serious, longstanding and systemic” problems that had allowed 
people from Russia, and other former Soviet republics (as well as 
Libya and Iran), to move more than $3.2 billion to Shell companies in 
the United States from August 2002 to September 2003 (20.12.2005 
the New York Times). 

• In 2005, ABN Amro acted as the principle broker in The Royal Dutch/
Shell Group, Gazprom (the Russia’s state controlled gas giant). A deal 
that has given Royal Dutch/Shell access to the largest gas development 
in Russia since 1917 (April 13, 2005, Bloomberg News).

After hanging up the phone, the Private Eye’s story of an attempt to 
corner the South Islands prime pastoral land kept niggling at my skull 
for some time until, browsing through my bookshelf, I found the book 
I was looking for, The Rise and Fall and Flight of Brierley Investments 
(Tony Williams, David Batemen publishing 1999). 

Back in 1971, without resorting to the illegal tricks (note: and I have 
not been shown any evidence to suggest that BIL has ever engaged in 
the illegal tactics described by the PI in the above Southland farmers 
tale, ever), the PI was describing that Brierley Investment had made 
a sneak attack to gain control of the pastoral firm, Southern Farmers 
Cooperative Ltd around the same time frame it was launching an 
attempted  corporate raid on Christchurch shipping firm, Scales Geo 
H Ltd. Scales had the peculiar quirk that all of its share holders (back 
in the late seventies), had been South Island farmers. 

• Scales was the firm based at Scale House, 252 Montreal St, 
Christchurch (in the same building as XADO Ltd - the Ukrainian 
based fishing company who had tried to buy the Dunedin based Orka 
and her sister ship from Prok) whose directors included Humphrey 
Rolleston and acted as the agents for Gazprom partners, in Iran, 
Petronas. 
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Williams wrote that by the late 1970’s, “Southern Farmers Cooperative 
combined with Brierley subsidiary IEL where able to form the 
third largest pastoral group in Australia”. Combined with what 
the PI had told me, plus articles that were appearing on blogs such 
as‘propertyinvestment.com’, I could not help noticing (as a side issue) 
how on the two occasions when speculation regarding the possibility 
of oil in the Southern Basin was publicly running high, there appears 
to have been correlated attempts to ‘move’ on the property market of 
the South Island.

• In early 2005 another person with oil connections to have possibly 
made a trip to the South Island - Roman Ambrovich the owner of th 
Chealsea football club. In early 2005 a former police officer report 
on how he met the pilots of a chartered jet when they were staying 
at the Scenic Circle on Princess St Dunedin for more than ten days. 
At the time their passengers included more than thirty Russians who 
had gone off to Queenstown for more than ten days (their jet paid 
reportedly by the “Government of Saudi Arabia” costing $100,000 a 
day). The time of this alleged visit coinciding with Ambrovich vessel 
the Grand Le Bleu docking in Auckland, at the same time, though 
Roman was not on board though his trip to NZ had been made 
publicly in November 2006. A separate source would claim that again 
this fitted with a story he had heard that a wealthy Russian Billionaire 
representing Air Emirates was hoping to obtain the naming rights to 
the new Carrisbrook stadium to be built in Dunedin by 2010.     

It has proved of additional interest to me, that at time when NZ 
international geo strategic importance has increased (not just because 
of possible oil speculation but because the treaty banning mining in 
Antarctica ends in less than five years) just how many of the foreign 
investors, who have emerged in the South Island in recent years, 
transpired to have backgrounds in either intelligence, or in special units 
within the military that traditionally work closely with the intelligence 
community in general. Draw your own conclusions!

It is in Glenorchy, near Queenstown, for example where locals 
believed a former MI6 agent had retired to run a luxury lodge. In this 
case, as I already know quite a considerable amount about this man’s 
background, for example; which N.Z. firm this man had previously 
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worked for (before coming to Queenstown); which particular charity 
had held their 2002 annual conference at his lodge; what elite special 
forces unit this man had belonged to when in the British army, I formed 
the view that the locals - who had told me they believed the man to be 
“ex” MI6 - were probably correct. To be more accurate, the man had at 
one point probably been trained in intelligence work by Her Majesty’s 
Services. As for now, who knows, perhaps these days he’s just after 
his slice of the action. 

According to newspaper archive reports, Khashoggi’s Queenstown 
trip had included a VIP dinner aboard the Earnslaw (Queenstown’s 
vintage steamship), which serviced the luxury resort, Walter Peak; 
the site used to film the movie version of David Morrell’s best-seller, 
‘The Brotherhood of the Rose’, which deals with the concept that the 
world’s major spy services, consumed in their lust to get a slice of the 
action, have formed an uneasy alliance with each other, to ensure that 
it was the industrial military complex bosses who were controlling 
the shots, rather than the politicians of sovereign state nations. In a 
case of reality mirroring art, Walter Peak Station in Queenstown, was 
later sold to a bunch of ex-Israeli/U.S. military types, Ian Koblick 
and Tonya Koblick of the U.S.A., Morris Kahn of Monaco, Benjamin 
Kahn of the U.S.A., and David Kahn of Israel. CAFCA notes that 
“all the new owners have interests in underwater tourism. Ian G. and 
Tonya A. Koblick are, respectively, President and Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, and Director and Secretary, of Marine Resources 
Development Foundation. Most other Directors have a strong U.S. 
Navy or Air Force background.

In December 2002, the Brotherhood were back at Walter Peak when 
it was chosen as the location for an end of conference dinner, in what 
was titled “one of the top three cryptography conferences of this year”, 
Asia Crypt 2002, hosted by Otago University’s associate professor of 
information science, Hank Wolfe, a leading U.S. expert in IT security. 
(Top international cryptography conference in Queenstown -Paul 
Brislen 16/10/2002 14:37:50 Computer world www.computerworld.
com). The guest list would be described as a “who’s who of the 
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cryptographic (code cracking) world.” 

• The conference was also attended by computer firm, Symantec, whose 
offices are located at Level 5 in the University of Otago House, 385 
Queens Street. Symantec hosted the N.Z. visit of Richard Clarke, the 
former U.S. Czar of terrorism, who spoke on “reclaiming the internet 
for government and commerce”, which took place shortly after a visit 
to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in N.Z., where George Friedman, 
of Stafor (the firm which advises the British Prime Minister’s Office), 
spoke on ‘The Electronic finger print and the Smoking Gun...New 
Zealand legislation and email communications.’ Symantec’s board 
of directors included top ranking U.S. spy chiefs and U.S. generals, 
including Admiral Owen Williams, the father of U.S. Information 
Warfare and, Amit Yoran, the Cyber Chief of the U.S. Office for 
Homeland Defence. 

On May 21 2004, Walter Peak was listed amongst a selection of 
properties held by a consortium “loosely” known as the Chester 
Group, made up of unnamed Asian developers from Malaysia and 
Singapore, whose assets also included the Eichardt’s Private Hotel, a 
member of the elite, Small Luxury Resorts of the World, an alliance 
to which Huka Lodge (Alexander Van Heeren), and Wharekauhau 
(James Blanchard - famed for his role in helping the CIA finance wars 
in Africa), had belonged. 

Another former spook to be found living in Queenstown, is American 
billionaire (not the one referred to earlier), and electronic security 
specialist, Jim Covert, a former Secret Service agent whose former 
firm, Tyco Security, has won contracts in Iraq, and was later named 
in the 2006 election donation scandal involving U.S. casino magnate, 
Jack Abramoff. Covert moved into Glenorchy in 2004 at the same 
time that his neighbour, former Communicado Production executive, 
Paul Holmes also purchased land in Glenorchy. 

A final security connection to turn up (albeit indirectly) in relation 
to Glenorchy, via Titan 1 Investments, the property developers of 
Rose Grant Block. Titan been the same firm that manages Clearwater 
Resort, a luxury golf course resort based in Canterbury, its man on 
the spot been General Manager Robert House - a former officer in 
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South Africa’s military. Until 2002 early 2003, House was the general 
manager in Queenstown at the Millbrook resort, where former spook, 
Jim Covert, is said to have owned a chalet, and where the boss’s of 
the CIA, the FBI, M16, ASIS, the NZSIS (and, it is believed, the spy 
chiefs from up to six Asian states), in March 2002, held a major ‘War 
on Terrorism’ conference. 

Millbrook, via examination of its VIP guests, reveals a lot about the 
true level that N.Z. is involved in the ‘War on Terrorism’, a subject 
which if understood in its proper context, so I believe, explains, how 
it came to be that the N.Z. Defence Department has contracts with 
aircrafts of the caliber of UR82008. The Millbrook visitors that I name 
here, are the sort of visitors who explain, so I believe, how it is that 
a government agency, Trade N.Z. has come to believe that it’s okay 
for N.Z. to host an arms expo, while in the same breath, it hands out 
awards to firms making weapons components for firms with direct 
links to BCCI. 

These named visitors explain why the NZ government might make 
claims that it is stamping down on mercenaries; officially stating that 
less than 30 kiwis are in Iraq, while in reality it is turning a blind eye to 
the estimated 400 Kiwi Private Military Contractors (out of 2000 N.Z. 
general contractors), which N.Z.’s own security industry is frankly 
admitting are active in Iraq. Everyone, it seems, wants their slice of 
the action; their thirty pieces of silver. To hell with the fact that the 
war was based on faulty intelligence and has now caused more pain to 
civilian Iraqis than Saddam ever did. Some might believe this attitude 
to be moral and acceptable, but to those people, I ask the question, 
“What would you think about the types of people who came to make a 
profit from the bloodshed of your kin, if the roles were reversed?”

By looking at the sort of VIP visitors that Millbrook has had, you soon 
come to understand how N.Z. firms come to be in bed with the likes 
of James Riady, the front man for arms dealing; money laundering 
conglomerates - not bound by border or the laws of sovereign states. 
New Zealand, we Kiwis too often forget, is not some mythical land 
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that somehow, magically keeps the bad men (who sell bad guns), 
from coming here. If you want to know how N.Z. politics is really 
shaped, then come and join me at the source, to meet some of the 
most powerful people, who with the least possible noise, have slipped 
into N.Z., be it for a holiday, to have quite talks, or just to do a little 
investing. Welcome to Millbrook, have a nice stay.  
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Chapter 10:
The Brotherhood of the Rose

Above: Former Premier Australia’s Bob Car, Rome Burns while Nero 
Fiddles: Russian Prime Minister Sergei Kiriyenko on “vacation” Sept 
5th 1998. Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra: specialist in exchange 
rate of chickens and AK47 member of Carlyle Investment group 
lies low. General Leon Laporte just one of the US Generals who has 
been reported by the local press as visiting Mill Brook since the 2002 
Millbrook War on terrorism Conference (Mountain Scene 24.2.2005)
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Above: Bill Clinton with BCCI Lippo executive James Riady 
Apec Septemebr 12th 1999. At time Riady was wanted for 

illegal election campaign donations.

Above: A Terrorist is identified as using a MPADS US made 
‘Stinger’ missile. 
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“Yeah we got a bigger problem …whatever F.R.A.T. confiscates, F.R.A.T.
keeps …it over pays for every thing two, three, four hundred percent, 
surveillance from Midlands, PC’s High tower, Arms from Phoenix…oh! 
Digi Vector built F.R.A.T. web site.”  “Why these are the people who 
own our sports teams” “Yeah car dealerships, retail chains, Mercedes...
the founder of the Be�er Edision Foundation”. “It’s a Political Action
Commi�ee.” “They over pay for everything and it ends up right back
here.” “Money laundering?” “Yeah, oh well, we’re not going to find any
memos on that” (pause) “You just showed me the bones of a covert fascist 
state” “Hmm hmm.” – EDISON - Millennium Films 2006.

The ‘Frat Pack’

There are two Millbrook’s that I know of; the one where Adnan 
Khashoggi used to take LSD with Timothy Leary, and Millbrook in 
Queenstown, N.Z., which has no less a reputation in terms of who has 
graced its doors, from the likes of ‘P’ fiend and property developer, 
Paul Lyons, to American billionaires, famous movie stars, high ranking 
diplomats and foreign spies, whose names are not meant to appear in 
your local newspaper. 

Millbrook represents the birth of genuine five-star luxury 
accommodation in N.Z. Until its opening in 1996, nothing existed 
in N.Z. on this scale. In Queenstown, the closest thing to true 
luxury accommodation had been Nugget Point, which through its 
management history, has close ties to Millbrook. Much of Millbrook’s 
original, management team came directly from Nugget Point, where 
the staff had gained experience in looking after VIP clients such as 
several members of the Bush family, who repeatedly stayed at Nugget 
Point. The elite nature of these luxury resorts is such that they attract 
a host of top ranking VIP’s. For example, in 1995, Millbrook hosted 
the Commonwealth Heads of Meeting. Not long afterwards, it hosted 
UN Secretary General, Boutros Boutros Gali, in fact in the very same 
week that a large entourage of top ranking Israeli ‘businessmen’ was 
seen in town (see ‘State Secrets’). At the time of Boutros Boutros’ 
Millbrook visit, Israel had just bombed Fijian UN peace keepers, and 
it may have been that a resort like Millbrook (which offered all of 
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the luxury of Geneva, without the hassle of a large media presence), 
offered the perfect location for sensitive back-channel negotiations.

Millbrook was also the location chosen by Russian Prime Minister, 
Sergei Kiriyenko, for a “vacation” on September 5th , which took 
place almost immediately after Russian President, Boris Yeltsin, had 
sacked his entire parliament on August 11th 1998, resulting in a sharp 
fall in Moscow’s stock prices, the ripples of which were felt as far 
as Wall Street. It was a move which heralded Russia’s decision to 
reject the Western reforms, which had begun under ‘Glasnost’ and 
‘Perestroika’.  It was time to get back to governing in a way that the 
Russian people understood. Enter stage right: Vladimir Putin, the 
Russian hard man.

Kiriyenko’s (who had been a keen supporter of the Western reforms), 
days had been numbered from the moment he took the job in March 
1998 - only days after the visit of Leonid Kholod, Russia’s Deputy 
Minister for Agriculture, in May to meet with National MP, Lockwood 
Smith, and Minister for International Trade. Though reportedly just 
in N.Z. for a “vacation”, the New Zealand government admitted 
that Kiriyenko had held “informal” discussions with officials from 
New Zealand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. The N.Z. 
government, it seems, had been quite intent not to make too big a 
deal out of Kiriyenko’s visit, or the other visits to N.Z. by top ranking 
Russians at this time, and being somewhat vague in their purpose. 
Though one press release stated that the meeting had nothing to do 
with the debt owed by Russia to N.Z. for dairy products, which was 
under control. This however, was not the view of Dennis McKenna, 
who in the Taranaki Times, claimed that the N.Z. Dairy Board was 
on the verge of collapse, with Russia owing N.Z. more than $NZ350 
million. 

The size of the debt aside, it was the source of some very unusual 
propositions from the Soviets as to how the debt could be paid back. 
One suggestion has been that the Russians offered arms in return for 
butter. Helen Clark, when quizzed on this allegation after it appeared 
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in a popular aviation magazine, claimed that she had never heard of 
any such proposal. Clark’s claim to have never heard of an ‘arms for 
butter’ deal seems odd, to say the least, for the matter had been receiving 
some degree of publicity for years, ever since the controversial claim 
of Wishart’s source “Spook”, that N.Z. was brokering a deal between 
Eastern European countries (in debt to N.Z.), and a Middle Eastern 
nation involving small arms. Spook told Wishart, back in 1992 that “A 
major company has been trying to reduce the amount of money it was 
owed by a former Iron curtain country. Apparently, they may have 
accepted an offer of Soviet made arms instead of cash. It seems the 
company is said to have bartered weaponry to some Middle Eastern 
countries in return for oil, which was then sold for dollars. One of 
those transactions was supposedly on the disks”.

In fact, Bolger and other N.Z. Diplomats had (prior to Clark coming to 
office), quickly learnt that laughing at Wishart’s claim, did little to stop 
the well known story from going away. So they tried an alternative spin, 
one suitable for public consumption, saying the source of the ‘guns 
for butter’ story had in fact, nothing to do with the Wine Box at all, 
but had originated from Russia’s initial proposal to pay off its ‘butter 
debt’, buy offering New Zealand around 12 Su-30 jet fighter jets (the 
basis of the aviation magazine’s claim), and even a nuclear submarine. 
The suggestion, raised in Bolger’s own autobiography, was that the 
proposal was not taken seriously and had just been laughed off. 

Yet, while Bolger, who is the kind of guy who goes to a restaurant, 
tells the waiter just what fine job he’s doing all night long and thinks 
that the waiter cant spot the fact that he obviously has no intention of 
leaving a tip, would have us laugh at this ‘crazy’ story, he has glossed 
over the key point to this sort of deal (the sort of deal which takes place 
all over the world every day). N.Z. would not have been expected to 
actually take delivery of the goods. These items would simply become 
a commodity that could then be on-sold to those who do have the 
cash.

Case in point, in 2005, fellow Millbrook guess Thailand’s Prime 
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Minister, Thaksin Shinawatra, stated that discussions had been held 
with senior Russian officials at the ASEAN Summit “about terms and 
conditions that involved barter trade arrangements for the planned 
purchase of SU-30 jetfighters.” According to the Thai newspaper, 
the Nation, Shinawatra had confirmed with Russian officials that 
it would buy 12 Russian Su -30 jet fighters, reportedly with a price 
tag of $US 500 million, in a barter deal involving Thai chicken and 
agricultural products (presumably the bird flu would be thrown in for 
free), (Moscow.com 19:58 2005-12-20). So while history is clear on 
what happened to this initial offer to provide nuclear free N.Z. with 
its own glow in the dark navy, what is less clear, is how exactly the 
Russians did come to pay off their grocery bill. What proposal had the 
N.Z. government accepted instead?
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Eye of the Tiger 

Prime Minister, Thaksin Shinawatra, had been a guest of Millbrook 
back in 2001, when he came to N.Z. to lie low, when it looked as if he 
might face corruption charges back home, according to several  N.Z. 
papers: something that was quickly denied by Shinawatra himself.

Shinawatra, aside from being a politician and a specialist in the 
exchange rate of chickens and AK47’s, is also a member of the Carlyle 
Investment group, as is; the former U.S. President, George Bush, the 
former U.S. Secretary of State, James Baker, Adnan Khashoggi, and 
large chunks of the Saudi Royal house, plus (and until September 
11th), the Bin Laden family. These names have all incidentally 
appeared at some point in the BCCI story. Aside from billion dollar 
equity investments, Carlyle also has extensive military interests, and 
it has been widely reported that America’s military response to 911, 
has seen both the Bush family and the Bin Laden family become 
significantly wealthier through their involvement in Carlyle (After 
9/11 the Bin Ladens stepped down from the Carlyle board of directors, 
but not before receiving post 9/11 dividends and a handsome golden 
handshake to boot).
 
After 9/11, with pockets bulging, Carlyle made extensive ‘roads’ into 
Asia, where its oriental foray was led by George Bush senior, who 
has since become the head of Carlyle’s interests in the Far East. In 
this position, Bush has recruited a number of politicians who have 
since become close allies in the U.S. War On Terrorism. This includes 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra of Thailand, plus fellow ‘War On 
Terrorism allies’, Fidel Ramos of the Philippines, Liu Hongru, former 
chairman of China’s Securities Regulatory Commission Group, and 
Arifin Siregar, the former head of Indonesia’s Central Bank (whose 
Dutch subsidiary, as noted, was involved in money laundering). 
Carlyle’s Asian branch also includes senior executives from Singapore 
Technologies Ltd, First Philippines Holdings Corp and Investment 
Authorities in Abu Dhabi and Kuwait, all of which have investments 
in military-based technology (Asia Times 20.3.2002). 
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One of the factors which has drawn Carlyle to Asian waters, is 
reportedly the number of Asian banks holding “billions of dollars in 
bad loans that will probably never be repaid”, a point underscored 
when Junichiro Koizumi, the Japanese Prime Minister, paid his 
first visit to Bush in the U.S. and Bush discussed the importance 
of restructuring bad loans, and Japan’s banking system, at length. 
Desperate for investment capital, many Japanese corporations were 
anxious to get into bed with anyone with a fat wallet, and despite the 
lesson of the 90’s, they are still not too fussy where the money comes 
from, or whether their clients wear condoms. This would certainly 
seem to be the case, if their willingness to deal with a barracuda such 
as Carlyle is anything to go by. 
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Black September

Another visitor to Millbrook, who brought up even more BCCI players, 
while high- lighting the complexity of U.S.- Sino relations was Bill 
Clinton. The self-serving nature of politics in general came to light 
during Bill Clinton’s visit to Millbrook, following his 1999 visit to N.Z. 
to attend the APEC conference in Auckland. His 1999 visit proved to 
be the first of at least three visits to N.Z., though it’s what happened on 
September 12th (September 11th if you were in America), which has 
proved to be the most intriguing aspect of Clinton’s 1999 visit.

On September 12th, as the VIP’s motorcades rolled in, having released 
my book, ‘State Secrets’ the day before, I flew back to Nelson with 
mixed feelings. On the one hand, my book was on the streets, on the 
other hand, my partner, due to medical circumstances, was undergoing 
an abortion that sadly marked the beginning of the end, as both parties 
failed to properly address the loss one feels when having pressed 
your face up against the firm pregnant belly of your loved one, you 
truly learn what family means - the simple joy of when 1+1=3. As I 
stood on the gangway to my aircraft home, sensing that I had made 
a huge mistake in coming to Auckland, wishing I was home already, 
the journalist in me could not help rising above its personal gloom, to 
notice across the runway, a swarm of black limos parked around a large 
aircraft bearing the national colors of Indonesia.  Little did I realise the 
significance of this until a few months later, when assisting Wishart in 
research for an article on James Riady the Crown Prince of Lippo - the 
man who brought BCCI into America, and Indonesia’s roving N.Z./ 
Australian ambassador - I discovered a photo of  James Riady shaking 
hands with Bill Clinton in Auckland on September 12th1999. At the 
time, Riady was wanted in the U.S. on more than 123 charges relating 
to his illegal campaign contributions. 

The photo had originally been taken by cameramen in N.Z. and beamed 
back live by Fox News, oddly enough, due to the media pooling system 
used during APEC, the footage would have also been picked up by 
TVNZ. However, when Wishart went looking for it, he discovered 
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that it had “walked out” of the archives, apparently of its own accord. 
Meanwhile, back in the states, the public version was edited to make 
it appear that the event was simply a chance encounter. However, 
this little ploy was taken apart during a Congressional hearing, when 
Republican, Dan Burton, spot-lighted the length to which some parties 
had gone to downplay this meeting, to insure that an unedited tape 
was never seen by the public. The following is a transcript from that 
hearing; 

“The fact that James Riady hasn’t been able to come back into 
the country has not stopped him from keeping in touch with the 
president. 

He showed up when the president was in New Zealand for an 
economic conference in September, and the meeting was captured on 
videotape. 

Because Mr. Riady has thumbed his nose at the campaign finance 
investigation, we wondered why the president would greet him so 
warmly and how he could get a seat of honor at an event the president 
attended. We asked the White House about the meeting, and they 
were quick to supply two tapes that the White House photographer 
took. And I’d like for you to see the tapes from the White House right 
now. 

(Videotape is shown.)

 (Applause and singing.) 

REP. BURTON: Okay, that’s the end of tape one. And as you can 
see, it doesn’t look like much happened. As a matter of fact, when the 
tape (sic) panned back to the president, he had just passed Mr. Riady, 
and he hadn’t really -- it doesn’t show him making much contact with 
him. 

And you do see a long shot of the wall over there where the TV cameras 
were. So let’s take a look at tape two the White House sent us. 
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(Videotape.) 

Now you notice that tape stopped just as Mr. Clinton approached Mr. 
Riady. 

Now I’d like for you to see tape three. This tape came from a source 
connected with the White House. 

(Long pause.) 

Are you running the tape? 
 

(Videotape.) 

I think that that shows a little different picture. The White House 
tapes don’t show it, but President Clinton really did pay some special 
attention to Mr. Riady”

(Hearing of the House Government Reform Committee Role of John 
Huang and The Riady Family In Political Fundraising Chaired By: 
Representative Dan Burton (R-In) Witness: John Huang Rayburn 
Office Building Room 2154 Washington, D.C. Federal News Service 
December 15, 1999, Wednesday; 1:10 P.M. Est Rep. Burton)

Similar activities, concerning missing White House sound footage, 
had also occurred when Clinton met to have coffee with another of 
BCCI’s original front men (into America), Roger Tamraz in 1995, 
then chief promoter of the ‘Baku-Ceylan’ oil pipeline (or what would 
become known as the Clinton option), “which the State Department 
saw as reducing Russia’s political influence in the Caucasus, even 
though Tamraz’s financial backer would be the China National 
Petroleum Company” (American Spectator May 1997, NewsMax.
com June 12 1999). Like Riady, Tamraz provided large donations to 
Clinton’s election campaign. This was not unlike the Jack Abramoff 
affair - the dodgy Las Vegas Casino magnate whose role in backing 
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both the Republicans and the Democrats (as BCCI had done) including 
allegedly Hilary Clinton and George Bush - which was erupting as 
Clinton came to NZ for a third time in 2006. 

• As to why the Clinton administration’s alleged connection to the 
BCCI and the related- Mena Airport arms and drugs scandal affair of 
the nineties (seen by some as simply an extension of the Iran Contra 
affair), never came up during Kenneth Starr’s (by comparison, tame), 
Monika Lewinsky affair, it is worth noting that Starr was a partner 
in the law firm Gibson, Dunn, and Crutcher, who represented Sheikh 
Zayed, the majority shareholder of BCCI. 

• Local rumours also have Clinton visiting Millbrook when in NZ 
in 2006, where he was reported to have bought-into a luxury resort 
located in east Otago. However, if this information was described 
in intelligence terms, it would be classified as intelligence of an 
unconfirmed and untested nature.

 
However, none of this was mentioned by the ever polite N.Z. press, 
who instead focused on the feel good aspect of a visit touted as an 
opportunity for the public to get to meet and greet ‘Slick Willy’s’ 
hand (at about $5000 a shake). Clinton was accompanied by other 
prominent Americans, including Michael Eisner, CEO of Disney, 
the man reported as having tried personally to stop Michael Moore’s, 
‘Fahrenheit 9/11’,  from being released, for fear it would upset the 
Bush’s and Jack Perkowski, head of ASIMCO, “the most successful 
business in China”. The public thrust was clear; Clinton was here to 
convince the Kiwis of the benefits of investing in the new ‘Rolex 
worshipping’ China (which is run by the same families descended 
from the same mandarin who have ruled China’s civil service, behind 
the scenes, since the days of the first imperial dynasty). At least, that 
was the public agenda.

• ASIMCO’s success, it should be noted, lies in building plants which 
manufacture goods that China exports, as opposed to selling western 
goods directly to china.

Behind the scenes, it was said that Clinton, now widely reported as 
Bush’s new brother (due to his increasingly close ties to Bush senior, 
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the very man selected by Nixon to form the basis of the US-Chinese 
dente back in the 70’s), was here to drum up a new campaign slush 
fund of a different kind. Allegedly, he was once again on the campaign 
trail, though this time it was for the top job of the United Nations. 
Apparently, this included telling Helen Clark that if she backed him, 
she might just end up as the first female Secretary of the UN some day 
(a job she is said to have coveted ever since Shipley beat her to the role 
of first woman prime minister). That would have been the vein of his 
pitch, according to the Pittsburg Tribune Review in 2006, which noted 
that N.Z. was being called upon for support. The Bush’s, it seemed, 
were gunning for Kofi Annan, who they felt was an obstacle to the 
U.S.’s vision on the War on Terrorism. Millbrook, as it turns out, 
featured prominently in the U.S. South East Asia plans for the War of 
Terrorism, for it would be selected as the site for a top secret head of 
intelligence meeting in March 2003.
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Business As Usual

Another incident indicating N.Z.’s role in back channel contact, 
occurred on April 9th at Wellington’s exclusive Shed 5, when N.Z. 
officials met with nearly a dozen Chinese officials including; General 
Zhang Wannina, China’s most senior military officer; General Yang 
Guoliang, in control of china’s ICBM nuclear war heads; Admiral 
Zhao Guojun, Commander of the East Sea fleet; and Major General 
Zhan Maohai, the director General of Foreign affairs in China; 
Defence Ministry, Lieutenant General Zheng Shexia, and half a dozen 
or so staff officers ranking from a full colonel, to a captain. The same 
day, N.Z. newspapers only noted the presence of General Zang. When 
parliamentary reporter, Jonathan Milnes, was asked why only Zang 
was mentioned, he explained that only Zang had been mentioned in 
the parliamentary press release. The Chinese Press however, were not 
so coy, noting in depth more than six visits by top ranking Chinese 
PLA officers to N.Z. An article which appeared in China’s Xinhua 
News Agency, titled ‘Chinese Military Leaders Arrive in N.Z.’, made 
it clear that in return for so-called trade concession, N.Z. was backing 
China’s entry into the World Trade Organisation (also a major point 
to Clinton APEC 99 N.Z. visit).

Several years later, reporter, Fran O’Sullivan, following an interview 
with China’s N.Z. ambassador, wrote about how when Zhang walked 
out of the PM’s office, he ran smack bang into the press. He was at first 
startled, but he relaxed when he found that they “only wished to know 
about a U.S. spy plane collision with a Chinese jet and its subsequent 
forced landing in China”.  O’Sullivan, a journalist with a reputation 
for being sharper than a new bic razor, was smart enough to note, that 
the Chinese general (and his entourage) visited Whenuapai, where they 
“boarded” an exact model of the downed aircraft which was in N.Z., 
coincidentally part of “an American patrol.”  What O’Sullivan did not 
know, is that in the days after this visit, Shed 5 was visited by  Captain 
Gavin Howse, N.Z. director of Defence Security and Intelligence 
[AFC, Msc, telephone 64-496-0120 email gavin.howse@nzdl.mil.nz] , 
and his guests included a senior ranking American officer. Amongst 
the subjects being discussed was the story of the downed spy plane.

Despite the Neo-Con background of Bush, the fact is that the Bush’s 
have always had good relations with Beijing, as noted in a curious...

Continued on next page
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Business As Usual - Continued

...article which turned up in Independent, run by the late Warren 
Berryman, a former U.S. Special Forces officer. The article, with no 
by-line, notes that the action taken by Bush after a U.S. Intelligence 
officer found U.S. missiles being shipped to China via Israel, was what 
he usually did when it came to China, “see no evil, hear no evil, speak 
no evil”. Bush’s ties to China reach back to the days when he was 
appointed Chief Liason Officer to the People’s Republic of China, 
following Nixon’s, now famous, secret trip to Beijing in 1971, which 
resulted in the U.S. getting access to China’s raw material, in return 
for China getting cheap grain and America ‘s rejection of Taiwan’s 
independent status. Originally opposed to China’s entry into the U.N., 
he later recanted, stating “President Nixon is not being naive in his 
Chinese policy. He is recognizing the realties of today, not the realities 
of seven years ago” 

In the case of the downed air plane, the situation provided a wonderful 
opportunity for the leaders of both nations to saber rattle, when behind 
the scenes, it was business as usual.
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Above: Place cards from the ‘Shed 5’ Dinner
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Above: How’s about a job Mr? Having dinner and drinks with his counter 
part Group captain Gavin Howse discusses  American airplanes down 
in china (oh look an exact copy of the aircraft lands in NZ just when a 
whole lot of Chinese generals are in the country perhaps it’s a coincidence 
perhaps it not).
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Brotherhood of The Rose

In attendance at the Millbrook conference were; the intelligence 
chiefs of the N.Z. SIS, ASIO, plus the heads of both the CIA, George 
Tenet, and the FBI, Robert Mueller (Jimmy three sticks) - the man 
painted by the Times’, Jonathan Beatty as having thwarted New York 
District Attorney, Robert Morgenthau’s investigation into BCCI, 
when working for the Justice Department (and later by more than 15 
FBI agents as having headed the FBI’s New York office of Counter 
Terrorism, which is blamed for preventing their investigations into 
terrorism). 

The story initially obtained front page coverage on the same day that 
a Chinese “spy ship” was reported to have docked in Auckland. Yet, 
it died quickly after author, Nicky Hager, painted it as just another 
conference, “just like funeral director’s have” (New Zealand Herald 
13.3.2003). Hager, whose detailed work regarding the Elint (electronic 
intelligence) station, Waihopai, is well known and well respected, 
and as such he is a natural source for the media when they need 
commentators on security issues. However, on this occasion, he must 
have been having a bad day and seemed to have forgotten his own 
words to me, as on another occasion, he stated that he knew little when 
it came to Humint (human intelligence). In turn, Hager’s remarks may 
have been different had he known that the conference was just part of 
a wide agenda which included a six nation tour by Tenet and Muller, 
including meeting with Carlyle representative, Thaksin Shinawatra in 
Thailand, plus visits to Australia, Indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia 
(Xinhua News Agency 16.3.2006). 

A month later, the consequence of the Millbrook ‘War on Terrorism 
Conference’ appeared, with Clark being summoned, while at APEC 
2003 Thailand, to a personal meeting with George Bush. This was 
followed by our Head of State making an unscheduled stop in Kabul, 
at the time when the city was under a bomb alert. Clark bounced out 
of her air craft in pseudo-military attire, before being filmed later, 
dressed in a burka. During this encounter, she eagerly shook the hand 

Page 207



of an Afghani politician (who was doing his darned best not to look 
her in the eye) with the same crazed look, which could be found fixed 
to her face when she got to meet Tom Cruise in Taranaki.  

Shortly after what proved to be yet another of Clark’s bizarre episodes 
of dress up, (reminiscent of third world dictators who suffered from 
Syphilis), it was announced that the N.Z. SAS was extending their 
tour of duty in Afghanistan. The SAS, it was announced - in a move 
which deviated from the normal policy of ‘neither confirm or deny’ 
that usually surrounds SAS missions - would be involved in “Long 
range reconnaissance” of the type that the NZSAS had carried out in 
Indonesia: Clarke promised that the NZSAS would not be crossing the 
borders into Pakistan. (Like they did in Indonesia!) 

The problem was that Clark, who has the tendency to hiss and spit in 
place of thinking rationally when backed into a corner, had also earlier 
responded to claims that reported on the absent  NZSAS  as being 
overseas, as “rubbish”:  the claim, which Clarke and the Defence 
department only came clean about well after the NZSAS presence was 
published on a U.S. military website, and several American officers 
kept insisting on telling the N.Z. media what a great job the Kiwis in 
Afghanistan were doing. 

According to Professor Paul Buchan, a former Pentagon analyst 
and senior lecturer at Auckland University, the NZSAS activity in 
Afghanistan, in their second tour, coincided with U.S. attempts to 
chase Al Qaeda in search and destroy missions (assassination style 
operations), out of the mountains and into the valleys which line the 
Pakistan side of the Pakistan-Afghan border. It’s an area where the 
U.S. Special Forces would have been out of their league, but an area 
that the Commonwealth SAS teams (including the NZSAS through 
secondment to their British counterparts) have long experience with 
and would have felt quite at home in. 

• N.Z. SAS troops could be found in Oman as part of Operation Swift 
Sword, which was part of a contingent of troops numbering more than 
70,000 (when you include the US/NATO troops in Egypt as part of 
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Operation Bright Star), that were found on Afghanistan’s back door 
on the eve of September 10th (Northern Hemisphere date line) 2001.

Another development demonstrating the real N.Z. role in the ‘War 
on Terrorism’ came when I began to receive reports that Galaxy Star 
Lifters were taking off from Vandenburg base in the U.S. and flying 
plane-loads of munitions through N.Z. and Western Australia with 
two mid air refuels. This route was also used by UR82008, as can be 
supported by photographic evidence in both N.Z. and Australia. An 
alternative source at a mid-city top ranking hotel, corroborated that 
they had checked-in American pilots late at night, who came in via 
the hotel’s underground garage and went straight to their rooms. Upon 
receiving early morning phone calls, they either stayed in their rooms 
all day or left again (via the hotel underground garage). 

A fifth source who stated that the NZSAS “are the closest thing 
to the CIA that you guys have over here” would suggest that units 
based in Burnham, Christchurch, were involved in extensive ‘War on 
Terrorism’ operations. A view also held earlier by Paul Buchanan, 
that the NZSAS were to be used in the Philippines and Iraq. Buchanan 
noted that the U.S. attack- class subs were returning to Guam, but 
this time around they had been refitted for Special Forces operations. 
Indeed, in Investigate Magazine in 2000, after interviewing Alan 
Brosnan, I had already reported, on the strength of testimony from the 
authors of ‘Soldiering On’ (Alan Brosnan and Duke Henry), the news 
that the NZ SAS had already served in active duty in the Philippines, 
hunting down the Islamic terrorist organisation, the Abbu Sayaf. A 
public statement made by a former member of the SAS, stated that the 
SAS were used on active duty overseas, something which officially 
had not happened since the Vietnam War. It was a testimony which 
also corroborated suspicions of the SAS having been active in the 
Philippines, which had first been made by activist Murray Horton, 
back in the late 90’s

Buchanan’s accounts of the NZSAS in Iraq were (so I believe – with a 
few possible exceptions), not quite right, and may have been shaped, 
in part, by Buchanan’s lack of understanding of the means by which 
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New Zealand senior military officers use PMC’s to put forces into 
an area where the allies have asked for help, but the public has said 
“no”. Today, Clark’s government seem happy to turn a blind eye to 
this arrangement, as it continues to maintain that no more than thirty 
kiwis are in Iraq, though N.Z.’s own security contractors are openly 
admitting that there may be up to 2000 New Zealanders in Iraq, of 
which at least four hundred are PMC’s (they carry arms, engage in 
military operations, or act in roles which free the U.S. forces up and 
allow them to stay in Iraq). It would be safe to say that at least 10% 
of the PMC’s in Iraq, where the PMC population now numbers more 
than  20,000 men – the largest private army since Hitler’s Brown 
Shirts – are ANZAC’s.

Reports of N.Z.’s increased role in the ‘War on Terrorism’ also 
came in from Green MP, Keith Locke, that the NZSAS were active 
as air marshals on overseas flights. Though this had been something 
the NZSAS had reportedly been doing (on at least Air El) for some 
time, according to one of Wishart’s intelligence sources. I now accept 
this statement after the corroborating testimony of a former Air N.Z. 
employee involved in the crisis planning following the hijacking at 
Nadi Airport during the 1987 coup. The former Air N.Z. employee 
reported how he had come face to face with the very same SAS man 
he had met and worked with during the hijacking when he got off a 
flight in Dallas U.S.A.

The NZSAS man, on this occasion, was wearing a grounds man 
uniform and an expression “which made it clear to me he did not want 
to be recognised or spoken to.” 

• The Air New Zealand employee also reported that despite the rules, 
U.S. secret service agents and other diplomats, regularly carried small 
arms on board Air N.Z. flights as well. This was something which 
had also been mentioned in ‘State Secrets’, with the news that one of 
these armed guards (a diplomatic service police officer), had nearly 
downed a Boeing 737 over Auckland when his glock pistol went off 
accidentally. 

After 2003, Millbrook continued to receive high ranking U.S. military 
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officials such as General Leon Lepont, who decided to stop in on 
Millbrook with his multi-million dollar next generation 737, after 
meeting with officials in Wellington for a game of golf. According to 
Scoop, U.S. generals are keen golfers, as at least one further uniformed 
U.S. general was spotted in Queenstown as well, something which 
actually won’t come as a surprise to those familiar with Queenstown’s 
long term spooky nature. 

For you see, another unique feature that Hager might have wished to 
have known about before making his statement about it ‘just being a 
conference like funeral directors have’, was that Queenstown had long 
term links to the intelligence community, both domestic and foreign, 
especially in the area where Nugget and Millbrook are located, in 
close proximity to Arthur’s Point (half way between Queenstown 
and Arrowtown), which, for reasons unknown by this author, has an 
unusually high population of retired former N.Z. military police and 
intelligence personnel. 

One business for example, is run (and has been for some time), by 
a former member of the NZSAS. Above the counter of this man’s 
business, a sign hangs, which to the uninitiated, means nothing, but to 
those educated in military affairs, can quickly be identified as a well 
known mutation of the SAS’s famous motto of ‘who dares wins.’ In 
this case, the sign translates loosely to something along the lines of 
‘who can be buggered’. Not far from this facility lies another hotel, 
reportedly run at one time by a serving member before it was then 
sold to a member of the Armed Offenders Squad, who then sold it 
to former SAS NCO, who then sold it, etc, etc. It has been suggested 
(though I can not confirm the accuracy of this claim), that these 
locations have been used by the police and intelligence agencies as 
‘safe houses’, locations where informants or undercover agents have 
stayed on various occasions. 

As to why Millbrook might have been seen as a good place for major 
meetings of South East Asian military allies, let us begin by examining 
who actually owns Millbrook, and who their friends might be.
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Just Another Wine Box

As for Millbrook’s precise ownership, this is a tricky point. The 
resort itself is identified in the press as being owned by a Japanese 
software company, Too Corporation, publicly identified as “owning 
98% of the Millbrook resort”, but the N.Z. foreign ownership gurus 
at CAFCA note that joint ownership of this “country club”, in “the 
past” has extended to the Tatemono Co. Ltd (also known as the Tokyo 
Tatemono Co) and Millbrook Partners.

Tokyo Tatemono can be described as being just like any other average 
Tokyo development company found operating in the ruthless Tokyo 
real estate market of the mid nineties, where once worthless pieces of 
real estate, previously only of value to food vendors, became the scene 
of brutal stand- over tactics by Yakuza gangs working as heavies for 
some of Japan’s most respected corporations. For example, in Tokyo, 
EIE’s literal partners in crime, the powerful Yamaguchi Gumi crime 
family would come to dominate the city real estate market so that a 
few square feet of dirt was now worth millions; a direct consequence 
of a market artificially inflated by property speculators and dominated 
by money launderers whose laundry would end up pushing property 
prices way beyond the reach of the average person. This is not to 
infer that Tatemono had links to the Yakuza, but simply to highlight 
the well documented nature of how Corporate Japan was known to 
operate during the nineties, when Millbrook was first opened (as noted 
earlier by Gillian Tett, the Financial Times Tokyo Bureau chief, when 
talking of EIE’s own Yakuza links).

In 1996, according to CAFCA, the three Japanese partners behind 
Millbrook “substantially financed” the Millbrook Resort “by way 
of interest free loans and subscription for preference shares”, later 
converted to ordinary shares. This made Millbrook worth somewhere 
in the vicinity of $21,000, 000. CAFCA also noted that in 1992, 
Millbrook share holders were believed to come from Hong Kong, but 
elsewhere described as primarily owned by Japanese and other Asian 
business interests. Yet, beyond the resort itself, the Country Club 
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also comprises several chalets that are privately owned and fiercely 
guarded by a wall of trusts, lawyers, and offshore accounts, a fairly 
straight forward and standard method to protect the owner’s privacy. 

One suspected Millbrook owner is believed to be James Covert, the 
former Secret Service agent turned billionaire, who is said to own a 
Millbrook Chalet, or to have temporarily leased a Millbrook chalet 
when he first came to Queenstown. Covert is but one of the many 
people to have turned up in Queenstown in recent years who has links 
to the U.S. intelligence community. Covert, an ex-Secret Service 
agent who served at the White House, had business interests which 
included Tyco: Tyco is one of the firms contracted by the U.S. in 
Iraq. Elsewhere, Tyco were connected (via an SEC investigation) to 
the UN ‘Oil for Food’ affair, where large multinationals are said to 
have abused a loop-hole to circumnavigate the U.S. trade embargo 
placed on Iraq after the first Iraq war. Senior Tyco executives have 
also been linked to the Jack Abramoff scandal (see above), who is 
said to have boasted that he could stop Tyco having to pay a liability 
Tax, due to his contacts in congress. In turn do not forget the name 
of Deanne Morgan ddmorgan@hotmail.com,vmax@myplace.net.au, 
dmorgan@vertexsecurity.com.au  

Morgan is an employee who is a ballistic security manufacturer, and can 
also be associated with Tyco. Morgan’s name turned up on the email 
list of a former N.Z. SAS soldier turned PMC, which also included the 
names of several other ex-NZSAS personnel and companies known to 
be employing ex-NZSAS as PMC’s (mercenaries) in Iraq.

Another known Millbrook chalet owner is David Mace. Mace, aside 
from until recently being grand master of N.Z.’s Masonic movement 
- once an essential plank in the old boys network – is a former senior 
partner at Ernst & Young in Hong Kong. This is the very same accounting 
firm who used Peter Mair, a Trade N.Z. winner (and majority share 
holder of Rakon, the firm accused of making components for weapons 
used in Iraq, via Rockwell the BCCI affiliated defence manufacturer), 
to judge its Entrepreneur awards.
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The Rakon connection is mentioned in this case because of the 
fact that Mace, following his retirement from Ernst & Young in 
1996, served for six years as a Commissioner of the United Nations 
Compensation Commission, reporting to the Security Council of the 
UN in Geneva. This was the agency responsible for overseeing Iraq’s 
financial reparations for the 1991 Gulf War. This was a contentious 
issue for, despite the fact that Iraq launched, the war, evidence now 
shows it did so because it thought it had the U.S. approval to do so 
and was caused mainly as a consequence of Kuwait’s(who was using 
firms with ties to the White House), role in siphoning off billions of 
dollars in oil from Iraq via slant drilling, conducted from within the 
boarders of Kuwait. Mace’s interests also extend to him having being 
the chairman of the U.S-Chinese steel giant, Bao-Tao Steel, plus he 
runs an international consultancy practice, Mace Consulting, which 
advises multinational corporations on their Asian strategies. The 
website for Mace Consulting lists amongst its “links and news”, Trade 
N.Z., the organisation who organised the Te Papa Arms Expo and who 
gave Rakon its export trade award.

Millbrook’s “founder” is publicly listed as Queenstown lawyer, 
Graham Smolenski, whose name can be found in earlier editions of the 
N.Z. Business ‘Who’s Who’ as a director of Millbrook. Prior to 1986, 
Smolenski worked in Hong Kong as a private equity investment and 
development company specialist, before returning to N.Z. where he 
became involved in tourism development, including the development 
of Nugget Point. Smolenski’s N.Z. business interests include; 
Southern Alpine Recreation Limited, which co-owns Coronet Peak, 
The Remarkables and Mount Hutt ski fields; Manufacturing Limited, 
Southern Lakes Developments Limited, Look Production, Casting 
and Artists Management Pty Limited, an Australian based advertising 
company, the Otago Casinos Limited, plus Gibbston Valley Wines, 
located in the heart of the central Otago wine valley: nature’s very 
own wine box, if you will! 

Gibbston Valley Winery is located next door to Mount Rosa Winery, 
owned by Bob Carr, the former New South Wales Premier, and the man 
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cited by the Australian press as Kerry Packer’s chief casino lobbyist 
in government (an industry which is widely synonymous with the 
money laundering of Asian based organised crime syndicates active 
in Australia), it’s also one of the places that the ‘War on Terrorism’ 
bosses went for dinner when they came to town.

New Zealand Company Office records in 2002 showed that Smolenski’s 
ski fields were co-owned by a firm named Trojan Holdings Ltd (who 
also trade as Northern Southland Transport Holdings) who owned 
about 29% of Southern Alpine Resort Recreation, while another 58% 
was owned by Tourism Milford Ltd, with 12.5% being owned by 
Australasian Alpine Ltd (after the ski fields were sold off by Air New 
Zealand).

Trojan Holdings’ directors can be identified as, John Davies, the former 
Mayor of Queenstown, and former Mayor of Dunedin, Sir Clifford 
Skeggs. Several of Trojan’s directors were involved in the marina on 
Denarau Island, Fiji. Trojan Holdings also holds shares (according to 
documents dated 1995), in the Christchurch Casino.  Other directors 
in Trojan include former American casino magnate, Phil Griffith, and 
fellow American Queenstown casino operator, Mike Stone, who are 
also partners in Gibbston Valley as is the case with (according to the 
Dominion Times), Bob Carr’s good friend, Richard V. Allen. 

Richard V. Allen was just one more reason why Hager should not have 
been so hasty to write off Millbrook’s ‘War on Terrorism’ conference, 
he is, after all, one of the thirty men currently advising George Bush 
on issues of Defence. 

• Allen is cited in the media as having been the one who first showed 
Carr the Mt Rosa property.

Allen was Reagan’s former National Security Adviser, and a key 
player in what would later become known as the Iran Contra affair. 
The Iran Contra affair was a story of guns for hostages, or guns for U.S. 
backed guerrillas, depending on which line you choose to travel down. 
It involves many of the same men whose interests seem to have fallen 
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on the oil rich district of central Asia in this oil hungry century.

• Other Gibbston Valley’s neighbours are actor, Sam Neil, and film 
producer, Roger Donaldson. Neil’s properties included the winery, 
Two Paddocks, and Donaldson’s included the winery, Sleeping Dog 
(originally RD1), named after the N.Z. movie based on CK Stead’s, 
‘Smith’s Dream’, staring Sam Neil. Sleeping Dogs revolves around the 
fictional plot about a covert take over of N.Z. by U.S.-backed far right 
wing politicians. 
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The ‘Las Vegas Washing Machine’

• Bob Carr has been the butt of many jokes in the Australian media, 
who have often made fun of Carr’s ability to say the right things while 
the wrong things seem to happen. One Australian satirist, ‘Nick the 
Possum’ noted, for example, regarding Carr’s crackdown on small 
time drug dealers, “the status quo prevails, Carr got good notice 
and nice pix in the Herald, but the biggest winners were the drug 
barons.”

• In 1993 -94, Carr’s Labor Party went to bat for Packer’s bid to 
control the Sydney Casino, revealing that one of the tenders, the 
American based Showboat, is “part of the mafia”,  he cited material 
that originated from Louisiana police reports, taken from a locked 
room. James Packer left a message on the answer phone for a Minister 
of the (then), Australian government, “the old man told me to ring 
...this is the message: If we don’t win the casino, you guys are fucked”. 
[Four Corners]. 

• In September 1995, Australian National Crime Authority discovered 
more than $80,000 in Chips from the Melbourne Crown Casino 
following the arrest of Heroin dealers.

• In 1997, New South Wales Police moved to ban more than 29 
individuals from the Sydney Harbour Casino, due to their relationship 
with Asian organised crime syndicates.

• In 1997, more than $1 million in gambling chips were found missing 
from the Sydney Casino and $1.5 from the Crown Casino.

• In 1998, Australian Prime Minster, Bob Hawke, had to return more 
than $300,000 from a Vanuatu based gambling scheme that turned 
out to be a front for money laundering. In the same time frame, more 
than a thousand companies of the Vanuatu based, Dragon Bank, were 
revealed to be fronts for money laundering; these include firms with 
links to the Indonesian Suharto Clan. Vanuatu ties to money laundering 
date back to 1988, when it was named in a top secret report by the N.Z. 
External Intelligence Bureau (now known as the External Assessment 
Bureau), in relation to the South Vietnamese, Dinh Family, part of...

Continued on next page
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The ‘Las Vegas Washing Machine’ - Continued

the Phoenix Foundation, trying to establish a tax free haven for money 
laundering in the Pacific during the seventies and eighties.

• In 1999 the crown was found to have laundered more than $2.5 
million for a member of the Chinese Triad, who was found to have 
run an international drugs network out of rooms at the Melbourne 
Crown Casino.  

• In 2001, the Vanuatu government announced that Packer’s firm, 
PBL had received an interactive gaming license through its subsidiary, 
PBL Gaming Operations (Vanuatu), Limited, and would headquarter 
their online gaming from there.

• In 2003, Australian political gossip column, ‘Crikey’, lists Carr’s 
political party as having been influenced by “dodgy developers and 
gambling interests.”

• In 2004, the Victoria Police Department Commissioner’s Office 
issued a statement that police officers had dealt with a number of 
money laundering, organised prostitution, and assassination cases 
that had links to activities at the Crown.

• In 2005, Kim Booth, Green Party Tasman, raised the issue of the 
apparent bribing of Tasmania Premier, Paul Lennon, who is pivotal to 
the Tasmanian government’s agreement to license online betting for 
the firm Betfair, 50% owned by PBL.  Lennon says his acceptance of 
free drinks and a luxury room while staying at the Crown was above 
board, as the cabinet had already approved the legislation to license 
Betfair. However, opposition leader, Rene Hiding, counters that the 
deal was signed with Packer’s son, James Packer, “the day after” 
Lennon checked out of the Crown.

•  In 2005, Labor’s racing Minister, Jim Cox ( who also received free 
hospitality at the Crown), defends himself against allegations that 
he offered a one million dollar bribe to members of the  Tasmanian 
Jockeys Association following documents being tabled in Parliament. 
The Asian Racing Association retracts its invitation to Betfair to...

Continued on next page
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The ‘Las Vegas Washing Machine’ - Continued

speak on betting exchange, stating they believed on- line gambling to 
be a magnet for the growth of crime.

• In February 2006, Kerry Packer died. Several papers, bearing 
the byline of INL papers, reported that in the eighties, Packer was 
investigated for organised crime by the Costigan Inquiry (Frank 
Costigan QC), but that he was cleared after Queensland’s police found 
that the Brisbane banker was not murdered , as Costigan claimed, 
but had committed suicide. The INL papers however, omitted the 
independent findings of the Brisbane Courier Mail, who hired their 
own forensic expert, and the Victoria Police, who found that the shot 
which killed Cootes, was fired from the distance of several meters 
away. The Inquiry was closed down without a verdict being reached 
by Bob Hawk, a close personal friend of Packer. 

• In 2006, at the time of his death, Packer had been set to enter into 
a series of ventures with Macau gambling magnate, Stanley Ho, who 
has been linked to the Triad, who entered N.Z. this year for purposes 
unknown.
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Chapter 11:
The Usual Suspects

“A�er you’ve heard lie upon lie, there can hardly be a question of why”- Billy Joel

How Do You Do? I Guess Your Name Is Sue.

In June 2004, ‘DEADLINE’ published two articles on Richard V. 
Allen, a former national security adviser to Ronald Reagan, a part time 
resident in N.Z. and a partner in Gibbston Valley Winery, who is seen 
by a number of writers to have been at the meeting in Washington 
1979, when the suggestion of an ‘arms for hostages’ proposal was 
first made, according to the evidence that these writers, historians and 
journalists have examined. 

This meeting later gave rise (if the many commentators of what 
happened at that meeting are correct, and I believe that they are), to the 
Iran Contra affair, which in turn sparked a covert means to arm both the 
Contras of Nicaragua and the Mujahedin; first in Afghanistan and later 
in the Balkans. Part of the fund raising venture (channeled eventually 
though BCCI), behind these covert arms pipelines, included Project 
Democracy - affiliated to the National Endowment for Democracy 
- whose off-shoot organisations spread to like minded politicians all 
over the world - even N.Z. - in the late eighties, just five years before 
Paul White’s death.

Above: Khashoggi with head of Chechen secret service Ahmed 
Noukhaev setup the Caucasian Commonwealth Investment 
Bank (CCIB); BCCI 2? US Stinger missles in Chechnya & Richard 
V. Allen who is one of George Bush’s defence advisors, a member of 
Americans for Peace in Chechnya political action Committee and part 
time Queenstown resident.
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The article was written after ‘DEADLINE’ discovered that Richard 
V. Allen had come to reside in Queenstown. This discovery was made 
when Allen appeared publicly on a number of radio and television 
programmes in N.Z., where he was introduced as member of George 
Bush’s Policy Defence Advisory Board. He then assumed a role which 
can only be described as, the de facto spokesperson for American 
policy (whether or not those public appearances and opinions of 
American politics were authorised by the U.S. government itself). 

The first ‘DEADLINE’ article dealt with Allen’s alleged ties to the 
Iran Contra affair from it initial beginnings. The second dealt with 
a series of scandals which had plagued Allen’s career, ranging from 
accusations of soliciting bribes from military contractors, Grumman 
International in Japan, to accusations of a conflict of interests as a 
lobbyist (financial consultant as some have referred to Allen’s role) for 
several Japanese multinationals, which led him (in the words of many 
writers), ‘to resign’ from Reagan’s election campaign. Though he was 
reinstated, he was forced to ‘resign’ again, following a second incident 
or incidents related to gifts that originated from Japanese sources, 
where Allen’s actions were deemed by the press to be questionable 
(authors emphasis), though no official action was ever taken. 

To quote a few examples, “till allegations of financial kickbacks drove 
him from the administration in December 1981” (New Zealand Times 
(20.7.1986), alternatively, Phillip Burch, in his book, ‘Reagan, Bush 
and Right wing Politics: Elite Think Tanks, Power and Policy. The 
American Right Wing takes Command: key Executive Appointments’ 
(Greenwich, CT Jai press, 1997), states in reference to the Japanese 
gifts, “as a result of these disclosures, Allen was forced to leave his 
NSC post in early 1982.”   

The consequence of the ‘DEADLINE’ article was that Richard V. Allen, 
colloquially known as Dick (by friends and enemies alike), entered my 
life directly afterwards, when on July 13th 2004, I answered the door 
and was asked by a courier delivery man to sign for a package. After 
signing for, and duly opening the mystery package with excitement, 
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it soon became clear that I had just received one of those letters that 
editors around the world live in fear of. The kind of letter that begins 
with the opening phase, ‘we of such and such Associates acting on 
behalf of ….’, and ends with sentiments to the effect of, ‘we are going 
to eat your soul, have a nice day. Yours Sincerely, Satan’. ‘Such and 
such’ in this case, was Russell McVeagh, N.Z.’s largest law firm, 
and their client was Richard V. Allen, one of George Bush’s Defence 
advisers.
 
As I stood there reading the letter, the editor of a little one horse rag at 
the end of the South Island, I could not help but feel that in armament 
terms, the war barbarians from the great war tribes of Outer War 
Mongolia, had just decided to wage total war on the little village of 
‘Peace, Love and Can’t We Just Be Friends’. The war barbarians had 
decided not to mess around, and started their war on ‘Peace, Love and 
Cant We Just Be Friends’, using heavy artillery with the gunners of 
the War Barbarian’s ‘Great War Machine’ having been told, ‘Hey, 
don’t bother with the normal ordnance, just go straight to the shells 
tipped with nuclear war heads. The boss wants these friggin’ hippies 
fried good and proper, so don’t spare the napalm neither’. 

According to the memorandum that I received, “Part1: October Surprise 
and the Insider Part 2: Wag the Dog’ (June 3rd and June10th 2004), 
contained several allegations that are false and without any factual 
foundation,” before going on to list the points which supposedly fell 
under this category. Luckily for me, it turned out that the barbarians of 
‘War Mongolia’, as fierce as they may have been, and as well armed 
as they were, couldn’t aim for shit. This quickly became evident when 
the deadline came for ‘DEADLINE’ to publish its two issue retraction, 
which had to be a full and complete apology. 

When the appointed time came, I received a call asking me if I intended 
to run the afore mentioned apology, when I replied, ‘err…NO!’, the 
voice on the end of the phone line answered, “oh”, and that was the 
last time I heard from Dick. Perhaps the entire point of this exercise 
(and for Dick what must have been an expensive exercise), had been 
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to just bluff me into keeping quiet about what was simply already a 
matter of public record (something we pointed out in our published 
reply to the memorandum later). Yet, if that had been the point, Dick 
was sadly mistaken. Hell, anyone who knows me will tell you I never 
shut up: especially when I’m told to! 
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Return Fire

The first point I had made in our original story, was to provide 
background relating to the claim that Richard V. Allen had told a U.S. 
select committee that Vietnam was offering to free prisoners of war 
(POW), before he suddenly reversed his testimony, stating that there 
‘was never any meeting to release the prisoners’- a course of action 
that “fuelled a number of rumors” regarding proposed plans to rescue 
prisoners. Allen, via the memorandum, contended that he “did not 
reverse his testimony. No action attributable to him ‘fuelled rumors’. 
The inference that Richard V. Allen lied to a committee of the U.S. 
Congress is unfounded” 

Yet, this can be contested on the basis of several news stories, for 
example, according to the Sunday London Times (March 7th , Kerry 
hit by Vietnam flak for betrayal’, Sarah Baxter), “Richard Allen, 
President Ronald a national security adviser, told the committee 
behind closed doors that Hanoi had offered to ransom 50 prisoners for 
$4billion in 1981. When word leaked out, Allen sent a letter retracting 
his testimony, claiming that his memory had played a trick on him.” 

The exact claims are also made in the magazine, the Voice, dated 
February 24th , with the story then picked up by David Guyatt, a 
freelance writer in ‘Kiss The Boys Goodbye’ (www.deepblacklies.
co.uk), who writes that two weeks after his [Allen’s] own testimony 
was given (where Guyatt repeats the $4 billion hostage swap claim as 
having been made by Allen), “Richard issues a statement saying ‘it 
appears…there never was a 1981 meeting about the return of POW/
MIA for $4 billion. Allen’s surprise reaction…caused shockwaves 
through the nation. Investigators and families with missing relatives 
began to ask what’s really going on”. Guyatt goes on to report that 
these families came to believe that “elite special force troops were 
tasked with locating and assassinating some American prisoners of 
war”, who were believed to possess secrets regarding the U.S. role in 
Laos and Cambodia that the U.S. wanted forgotten. Others, such as 
the colourful Colonel James “Bo” Gritz, claimed that the special unit, 
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the Intelligence Security Activity (ISA), an assassins unit, was there to 
rescue the MIA’s (missing in action). Due to the lack of specifics from 
either side, I had thought it accurate to refer to these claims as rumors. 
Nevertheless, Guyatt’s account shows clearly where such rumors had 
originated, i.e. Allen’s reversal of testimony from ‘there having been 
a hostage for cash offer, from Hanoi’ position, to ‘no such mission 
having existed’.

‘DEADLINE’ then went on to write about the more documented nature 
of the ISA, namely their role in the attempted rescue of hostages seized 
during the 1979 overthrow of the Shah of Iran. After the disastrous 
failure of the first rescue mission, Operation Eagle Claw (though at 
this point, the ISA were  known as the Foreign Operating Group, born 
from the Special Operation Group) a second rescue operation was 
planned, but never launched, due to a series of leaks to the press which 
“has since been traced to Allen”. Allen contests this claim, replying, 
“Richard V. Allen was not responsible for any leak, either directly 
or indirectly”. This claim can again be challenged on a number of 
grounds.  

In the lead up to the 1979 Presidential elections, Richard V. Allen 
is known to have been the head and one of the chief strategists of a 
special action committee formed within Reagan’s campaign group, 
which became known under the banner of the October Surprise Group 
(San Jose Mercury News 12.4.1987 courtesy of Leigh Poitinger, News 
Research Director, San Jose Mercury news- see also New York Times 
7.10.1980, 12.4.1987). All available public information makes it clear 
that one of Allen’s jobs in the October Surprise Group was to manage 
information (much of which was classified), coming from within the 
Carter administration. In many incidents where the information was 
detrimental to Carter, it was leaked to the press, these leaks culminated 
in a climate of fear within the Carter administration, which then 
prevented the plans for a second rescue attempt from going ahead, as 
the October Group had planned all along. 

In the case of the hostages and leaked material, Gary Sick, a former 
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aide to the President Jimmy Carter, confirms Allen’s access to specific 
information and he writes, “Richard V. Allen…told me that one 
member of the rescue team contacted him and gave him a description of 
the second rescue plan. Shortly thereafter, the Reagan-Bush campaign 
launched a major publicity effort, warning that President Carter might 
be planning an October Surprise’ to obtain the release of the hostages 
prior to the election” (New York Times 15.4.1991). 

The individual in question has been identified as Robert McFarlane, 
incidentally a director of SAFE Air aviation firm, (specialising in 
military avionics), in Blenheim, N.Z. Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
McFarlane is now widely cited as the source of material on the expected 
casualties of this second mission. The level at which McFarlane was 
deemed an asset to the Bush-Reagan camp, can be seen by the fact 
that when Allen had to resign, it was McFarlane who was chosen as 
his replacement as National Security Adviser to Reagan, where he 
ended up in the centre of what would be called the Iran Contra affair: 
the delivery of U.S. arms via Israel into Iran, in exchange for hostages 
which later evolved into the delivery of arms to insurgent movements 
worldwide. 

A Congressional Sub Committee on Human Resources investigated 
the Reagan-Bush team’s access to sensitive details of the Carter 
Administration, ‘Unauthorised Transfer of Non – Public Material 
During the 1980 Presidential Election’, released in May 1984, shows 
that Reagan’s October Group (which Allen helped lead), had created 
a “vast surveillance network…  collecting internal White House 
documents”.  This finding was corroborated even further by U.S. 
district court Judge Greene, who according to Sick “only had criticism 
for an ‘information gathering apparatus employed by a presidential 
campaign that uses former agents of the FBI and the CIA’”. The Justice 
Department (run by Reagan appointees), saw no need for Greene’s 
recommendation for a special prosecutor. The Justice Department 
decision however, was shaped largely by politics, much in the same 
way that Time’s investigative journalist, Jonathan Beatty asserted that 
the Justice Department had obstructed New York District attorney, 
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Robert Morgentheu’s investigation into BCCI years later. The finger 
pointed in this case, directly at one of Millbrook’s ‘War on Terrorism’ 
guests, Robert Muller III (aka Jimmy three sticks), the FBI director. 
BCCI was one of the banks used by the U.S. as a conduit by U.S. 
intelligence, in relation to the money used to buy the arms used to 
equip the Muslim forces of Afghanistan.

• The arming of Islamic fundamentalists, of course gave rise to 
similar policies to arm Islamic insurgents in nations such as Bosnia 
(allegedly using aircraft that were shipping- in N.Z. peace keepers), 
and Chechnya at a later date.

Within the October Group, Allen himself was identified directly on 
several occasions, accessing material to which he was not authorised, 
and then leaking this classified material. This is a well documented 
fact, which Allen simply cannot deny. The U.S. press reported 
how Allen had been exposed “circulating the day to day memos of 
President Carter”, (Carter’s Hostage Rescue Failure Harry V., Martin 
Napa, Sentinel 1991). In another example, Sick notes how Allen had 
material “intended solely for the National Security Advisor”. Also, 
an entry in Allen’s own telephone log reads, “13 October 1980. 1151 
AngeloCodevilla—938-9702.DIA Hostages –all back in the compound 
last week. Admin. Embargoed intelligence. Confirmed” when asked 
what this meant, Allen “was unable to provide the committee with an 
explanation” (www.fas.org/irp/congress/1992_cr/h920205-october-
clips.htm, see also Gary Sick NYT). 

Interestingly enough, by the time of his memorandum to me, Allen’s 
memory had made a startling recovery, and he was now claiming that 
it referred to “the American hostages in Iran”, an admission which 
apparently came out of the failure to read my article properly. He 
seemed to think, incorrectly, that I was referring to him having an 
involvement in the numerous setbacks suffered by the ISA in 1982: 
the actual point was, that as with the first attempted hostage rescue, 
there were suspicions on several occasions that the ISA were being 
sabotaged from within Washington’s halls of power; that intelligence 
being collected by agents on the ground was not reaching its intended 
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destination (i.e. it was being subject to an embargo). This should have 
been easily discernable, for I had made it clear in my own articles 
that Allen had left office by this stage (having been forced to resign). 
Allen, in this case, had been used merely as an example to confirm 
that highly sensitive classified material on ISA activities was falling 
into unauthorised hands, and was being blocked from reaching its 
intended destination, which Allen, by his own memorandum, has now 
confirmed is an assessment which is correct. 

Steven Emerson, a Washington based writer and a leading expert on the 
DIA (Defence Intelligence Agency), special military covert units like 
the ISA, confirms in his own book, that this was the case. Emerson also 
notes Richard Secord’s (Air America, the Iran Contra affair and Mega 
Oil) interests in the source of the CIA’s information concerning the 
hostages. Secord, like Robert McFarlane, was involved in the botched 
first rescue operation and the cancelled second operation under Major 
General James Vaughan (one of the internal military sources who 
believes that the original rescue may have been deliberately sabotaged 
- a view which may have contributed later to the ISA’s phobia in 
Lebanon in 1982, of other intelligence organisations, even friendly 
American ones). At this point, Emerson noted that the planning for 
the second operation was as much about making sure that the media 
did not know about the proposed second rescue attempt, as well as 
making sure Iran was kept in the dark. However, the leaks were still 
so pervasive, that it affected Carter’s decision making process, and 
resulted in his decision not to allow the second rescue operation to 
go ahead “much to the relief of the October Surprise group” (Secret 
Warriors, Putram and Sons,1998).

However, my favorite of Allen’s denials would come when Allen 
decided to contest ‘DEADLINE’s’ claims concerning the original 
origins of the ‘arms for hostages’ scheme, as having come from a 
meeting in a Washington D.C. hotel where an Iranian envoy proposed 
the ‘arms for hostages’ swap, which later plagued the Ronald Reagan 
administration and lead to two congressional investigations (the second 
into whether Bush and Reagan were privy to any of the subsequent 
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machinations that had created the Iran Contra scheme to begin with). I 
wrote that Allen had claimed that an ‘arms for hostages’ proposal had 
been made to him by an Iranian envoy at a hotel in Washington D.C., 
but that he had ‘walked out’ of the meeting.

Silly me! Allen is completely right on this point. He has never claimed 
that the ‘proposal’ was ‘arms for hostages’, just that there was ‘some 
sort of proposal’ to release the fifty-two hostages. The mistake is mine 
and was formed after viewing the conclusions of every other source 
which I have read on this subject (and I have read extensively on this 
subject), who believed that the envoy was offering ‘arms for hostages’ 
as the basis of that proposal (well he sure as hell wasn’t proposing a 
‘Persian rugs for hostages’ scheme, was he?). 

My error was that because Allen had acknowledged that the meeting 
and a proposal had been made, I had reasoned that he was also 
accepting the allegation of reporters, that what was being asked in 
return for the release of the hostages was arms. Yet, while Allen 
acknowledges that there was a proposal, he consistently denies that it 
was arms, but continues to remain ‘mum’, offering no idea as to what 
the actual proposal was.

Allen stated in his memorandum, “Richard V. Allen and a colleague, 
walked out of a meeting in 1980, before the presidential election, 
arranged by the aide of a U.S. senator, ostensibly at the senator’s 
request, with a man claiming to have connections in Iran. Richard V. 
Allen advised the man, who was shown to have no credentials at all, 
would have nothing o do with it. Upon later investigation, I advised the 
man to take his ‘proposal’, which did not involve ‘arms for hostages’, 
to the administration of the President of the United States, Jimmy 
Carter, as Richard V. Allen and his colleague stated emphatically that 
they would have nothing to do with it. Upon later investigation by 
congressional committees, the man was shown to have no credentials 
at all. This is recorded and sworn and published testimony in the United 
States Congress following separate investigations by the United States 
and the United State House of Representatives”
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The colleague in question was Congressman Laurence Silberman. 
The aide also in attendance at the meeting was Robert McFarlane, the 
source of the material on the proposed second rescue attempt and its 
estimated casualties; this material then made its way into the public 
arena after McFarlane approached Allen. The senator was John Tower, 
who went on to chair the Tower Commission, which exonerated Bush 
and Reagan, despite Reagan publicly claiming the Iran Contra scheme 
was his idea all along, and Bush making similar public admissions 
of his involvement. In fact, Reagan’s public admission of his own 
involvement can be found on the back jacket of Leslie Cockburn’s 
book on the Iran Contra affair, ‘Out of Control’ (Atlantic Monthly 
Press 1987) whose spine is clearly visible, over Allen’s right ear, 
on a book shelf, in the very photo we had used for our article on 
Allen’s background. After these Congressional investigations, Tower 
was then offered the job of Secretary of Defence, by Bush (senior). 
However, he failed to get this job when his habit of sexually molesting 
women when drunk, came to light (not long afterwards Tower was 
killed in a plane crash). One of Jonathan Beatty’s sources on BCCI, 
also previously outed Tower as having been compromised by BCCI, 
who used the “beauty of Lahore”- high class call girls - to manipulate 
Tower. I guess congressional committees just aren’t what they use to 
be.

In short, for the first time in history, courtesy of Dick Allen, we had 
discovered - if you accept the findings of those like Sick, who believe 
the meeting did involve an ‘arms for hostages’ proposal (and in light of 
their credibility vs. Dick’s, I do accept their findings) -that the person 
who started the Iran Contra affair was no less than the very chairman 
selected to oversee the evidence relating to allegations of the ‘arms for 
hostages’ scandal and the subsequent Iran Contra affair. Rigged game 
or what?

Dick seems to think that New Zealanders must view U.S. politics and 
its judicial system as it is portrayed in Hollywood (or Fox TV), as 
being made up of noble, truthful, honest, people, when the reality is, as 
we can see by Allen’s testimony, as fitting exactly the model painted 
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by David Lange when he referred to the White House as being full of 
the ‘hoods and thugs’ who try to fix the game at every turn.  

As for the envoy nature, withstanding what has or has not been stated 
in Congressional Committees, I’m not sure how Allen has remembered 
the quality of this envoy’s credentials, considering that there has never 
been an occasion where the American parties present at this historical 
meeting have ever ended up managing to tell the same story at the 
same time. Indeed, the three men present (whose jobs relied on them 
remembering fine detail), forgot in this case, the most basic events, 
even what nationality the envoy had been. Though the meeting was 
important enough that McFarlane was “emphatic” that Allen and 
Silberman be there, nobody seems to remember much about who 
this envoy was. For example, at a later date, Allen claimed the man 
was Iranian, while Silberman stated he was Egyptian. Silberman also 
claimed that he told Allen to write a memorandum on the meeting 
afterwards. Allen says he wrote it but he “later misplaced it.” (San 
Jose Mercury News 12.4.1987 courtesy of Leigh Poitinger, News 
Research Director San Jose Mercury news). 

Strangely, none of the men at this meeting can explain why they did 
not subsequently inform the government of this meeting, though 
technically they were obliged under U.S. law to do so. In fact, 
technically the meeting of the envoy by non-elected personnel had 
bordered on flouting U.S. law. Since then, it has also been noted that 
the testimony provided by those present at this meeting (as to what 
occurred), has even changed on occasions, depending upon who was 
being spoken to. The prestigious University of Colombia Journalism 
Review, specifically noted during the coverage of the October 
Surprise that Richard V. Allen was not a credible witness. (Columbia 
Journalism Review, March/April 1992)

This position is reinforced by Allen’s rebuttal that he can explain a 
memorandum titled ‘partial release of hostages’, “Richard V. Allen 
did not write any such memo or document. There was a new story in 
existence, not of Richard V. Allen authorship, which Allen took to 
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refer to publicised rumors of proposal to exchange aircraft parts for 
hostages. Mr. Allen had no difficulty whatsoever in explaining that he 
interpreted the news story and his telephone log entry in that way”. 

That is fine, except the news story in question that Allen is speaking of, 
was written by John Wallach, and published on October 13th - three 
day after the October 10th memo which Allen wrote, which according 
to Sick, states, “F.C.I. Partial release of hostages for parts”. As for 
Allen’s explanation about there having been a news story written after 
the aforementioned October 10th ‘parts’ memo, which Allen claims 
he did not write, this can be summed up in short, as total crap, and a 
work of utter fiction. In fact, that’s a pretty apt description for Allen’s 
entire memorandum in general.

• The October 10th date is based on Sick’s findings which to the best 
of my knowledge have never been contested in court and on this basis 
I saw no reason to believe Sick’s dates to be wrong. Tentatively if 
Sicks’s October date is correct then this would suggest that Wallach 
received this information from Allen and not the other way around as 
previously thought. One more point which highlights Allen’s role in 
leaking information concerning the hostages to the press.
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CLEAR & PRESENT DANGER

In fact, it is this continued history of partial and complete untruth by 
Allen, which forms part of the reason for me believing that my use of 
the words ‘hoods and thugs’ is entirely warranted, when used directly 
in reference to Dick. Though in fact, I had used this specific phrase 
when referring to David Lange’s own description of Allen’s fellow 
neo-cons, Paul Wolfowitz, and Michael Horowitz of the Hudson 
institute. 

• Michael Horowitz was also James Stub’s boss, the man who had 
stitched Nicky Hager into making the false claims that the SIS were 
spying directly on Maori activities (in fact these same  allegations had 
all been covered in ‘State Secrets’ four years earlier. My research 
showed such surveillance was not carried out by the SIS directly, but 
by ex-SIS/SAS security forces types, not paid by the government, but 
big business - though I’m sure this information, when it suited the ex-
spook’s big business pals, was passed on to the former security force’s 
friends still employed as working for Her majesty Service).     

In the end, Allen’s denial of things he was blatantly known to be 
involved in, according to what has been extensively written and 
published in the U.S. (where Allen could have taken legal action had 
he chosen to do so), became tedious, and to save the reader’s time, 
my suggestions is; Dick, if you’re reading this, and if you really think 
you can take me, then see you in court buddy, ‘hell, I could do with 
all the publicity I can get.’ Yet, some of these additional points are 
worth going into, as they will enlighten the reader with additional 
background information on geopolitics, which when known, provides 
further reasons as to why we should seriously consider Paul White’s 
allegation of N.Z. being used for money laundering, and Wishart’s 
source Spook’s rumblings that N.Z. is acting as the middleman for 
Soviet arms deals involving Middle Eastern nations. 

Such points highlight the ‘real politiks’ that explain the political 
climate in N.Z. that may very well lie behind Osama bin Laden’s 
lieutenant, Dr. Ayman Al Zawahiri, and the other terrorists, PMC’s 
and gun runners’ reasons for coming to N.Z. to begin with. They 
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provide possible illumination into how it is that planes carrying New 
Zealand armed forces might have ended up carrying weapons destined 
for Islamic militants operating in the Balkans as well. It is the story of 
the real ‘War on Terrorism’, a war which reaches beyond the power 
of states and into the realm of a new breed of multinationals, happy to 
exploit little men who want to look big and important, all the while, 
they line their pockets and take a cut of the action. It’s the story of 
the pursuit of power, whose reach extends well beyond the power 
of sovereign states. It’s the real face of the ‘War on Terrorism’, a 
war which N.Z. is more involved in than the public have been led to 
believe. 

The Allen articles in ‘DEADLINE’, also dealt with Allen’s role in a 
number of action committees and pseudo academic think tank groups 
that N.Z. has had contact with for quite some time now. These include 
groups such as the Hoover Institute Group, with its ties to the Bechtel 
Corporation, which apart from having constructed most of Muldoon’s 
Think Big projects (and would have been involved in project Aqua 
– had that project gone ahead), were involved in the CIA 1972 coup in 
Chile. Bechtel was later found to have financed several Hoover based 
symposiums, held for the purpose of combating N.Z.’s nuclear free 
position during the Lange administration (including the Red Orchestra 
and Oceania Conference - see ‘State Secrets’), that turned out to be 
fronts for the CIA’s Project Democracy, affiliated with the National 
Endowment for Democracy.

In the eighties, Project Democracy had been used to raise funds for 
arms for right wing guerillas and Islamic fundamentalist terrorists: 
these funds were in turn used to over-throw the governments of 
nations allegedly backed by the Soviet Union. Allen contests this view 
stating, “The article falsely claimed that the Hoover Institution on 
War, Revolution and Peace, where Richard V. Allen is a senor fellow 
since the 1960’s is principally financed by the construction company 
Bechtel, which the article claimed was involved in the 1972 coup d’etat 
in Chile. The article claims that the Hoover Institute helped raise funds 
to arm right wing guerillas and Islamic terrorists, which were used to 
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overthrow Soviet Union backed terrorists is also not backed in fact”.

Whether you want to argue the toss on whether Bechtel is the 
‘principal’ financial contributor to the Hoover Institute or not, the 
key fact remains unchallengeable, Bechtel, a U.S. multinational with 
right wing leanings, has consistently, over a number of decades, been 
deemed by numerous America journalists to have a close relationship 
with the Hoover Institute, be that relationship through joint personnel, 
patronage of symposiums (see above), financial donations directly, 
or through personnel, business, or other host organisations associated 
with the U.S. multinational. The same is true of a host of organisations 
dubbed Neo-con institutions. These institutions include such bodies 
as the CATO organisation, the Heritage Foundations, and the Hudson 
Institute, whose participants, through joint membership, create a cord 
of many strings which weaves into one very thick rope: far right 
organisations who have all at some time hosted symposiums which 
have been critical of New Zealand’s anti nuclear policy.

Allen Nixon writes of the interrelated nature of these Neo-con forums, 
“Apart from Cheney, Rumsfeld and Wolfowitz, Neo-con personalities 
are often seen on T.V. selling their wares. These included James Woolsey 
(briefly CIA director during the Clinton administration), Newt Gingrich 
(former House Speaker), and assorted representatives from think 
tanks allied with the Neo-con spin, like the Centre for Security Policy, 
American Enterprise Institute, Freedom House, Manhattan Institute, 
Heritage Foundation and the Hoover Institute”. Nixon continues, “The 
Godfather think tank is the project for the New American Century 
(a Cheney-Rumsfeld –related group), which promotes giving our 
military industrial complex ‘peace through strength’ ruler ship of the 
world. One complaint is that this dream will result in an American 
administrated ‘prison planet’”. (‘Neoconservatives Intend to Rule the 
World’ Allen Nixon www.pnacinfo.us/docc/print.php?sid)

What the ‘DEADLINE’ article had not said (at any point), was that the 
Hoover Institute had raised funds for right wing guerillas or Islamic 
terrorists. That had been the role of Project Democracy, the National 
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Endowment for Democracy, an organisation which Allen can also be 
linked to, and an organisation which far right N.Z. politicians could 
also be linked to back in the 80’s. It is a matter of public record that 
this body raised funds for both the Contras and the Islamic fighters 
of the Mujahideen in Afghanistan –the same force who later became 
active in Bosnia and is now active in Chechnya. 

Today, another action committee with links to Project Democracy 
and the Balkans is the American Committee for Peace in Chechnya 
(ACPC). It is interesting to see just how many of the names of the 
members of this action committee group have links to the Iran Contra 
affair. Members who sit on the ACPC, who aside from Hoover Institute 
fellow (eight of Bush’s 30 Defence advisors had been Hoover Institute 
fellows) Richard V. Allen include; 

• Richard Perle: architect of the U.S. war in Iraq, who resigned from the 
Defence Advisory Policy Board after New Yorker, Seymour Hersh’s 
article on Perle’s business dealings, which also deals with Iran Contra 
‘King’, Adnan Khashoggi, who on behalf of the venture capital firm, 
Trireme, invested in military industrial complex extensively. Perle is 
one of the authors of a 1997 letter by Project for the New American 
Century, which called for a regime change in Iraq long before 9/11 
ever came on the radar. Perle’s involvement in Neo-con right wing 
groups includes the Committee on the Present Danger, the Hudson 
Institute and the Project for the New American Century.

• Midge Decter: Nicaraguan Freedom Fund: Committee on the Present 
Danger Heritage Foundation, Hoover Institution Project for the New 
American Century, signed the 1997 PNAC letter calling for a regime 
change in Iraq. 

• Elliott Abrams, a convicted felon of the Iran Contra affair, a figure 
from the Ronald Reagan-era Iran Contra scandal who describes 
himself as a “neo-conservative and neo-Reaganite,” currently 
employed by the Bush administration. Also involved in the Project for 
the New American Century, Hudson Institute, signed the 1997 PNAC 
letter calling for regime change in Iraq.

• Robert Kagan, appointed by Elliott Abrams in 1985 to head the 
Office of Public Diplomacy, which was created to push for U.S. 
support for Nicaraguan Contras. After the Iran Contra scandal broke, 

Page 238



Abrams pleaded guilty to two counts of withholding information from 
Congress. Kagan, however, failed to mention Abram’s illicit activities 
or his guilty plea in his 1996 book, ‘A Twilight Struggle’, which was 
touted as the “definitive history” of the U.S. anti-Sandinista campaign. 
The book received financial backing from the Bradley Foundation, the 
ACPC major private patron outside the NED Co., founded the Project 
for the New American Century.

• Michael A. Ledeen: according to congressional testimony by, then-
national security adviser, Robert McFarlane, introduced the original 
Israeli proposal to trade arms for hostages that led to the ‘IranGate’ 
scandal. Ledeen was also part of a secret National Security Council 
initiative directed by Elliott Abrams and Oliver North to aid the 
Nicaraguan contras by channeling U.S. arms through Israel to Iran and 
then rerouting the sales income to the contras. Ledeen acted as a go-
between for Oliver North in the early stages of the Iran Contra affair. 
He worked with the Israeli spy, David Kimche, to gain the release of 
U.S. hostages in Beirut through an Iranian arms dealer, Manucher 
Ghorbanifar. He helped promote the “Bulgarian Connection” myth 
that the KGB was behind the assassination attempt on the Pope in 
1981; and, more recently, Ledeen worked with Pentagon staffers 
(and Israeli spy Larry Flynn), to develop the channel for arms dealer 
Ghorbanifar with the aim of stirring up “anti American sentiment”. 
In March 2006, Ledeen testified before the House Committee on 
International Relations, and recommended a policy of regime change 
and revolution in Iran.
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Beyond the Rubicon

The Russian Prime Minister’s 1998 N.Z. visits also coincided closely 
with a series of incidents in the Crimea, such as the kidnapping of four 
men in Chechnya; Britons, Darren Hickey, Rudolf Petschi and Peter 
Kennedy and New Zealander, Stanley Shaw. They were captured by 
Chechen ‘rebels’ on Oct. 3 1998, as Russia fought to suppress the 
independent state, a key stepping stone to the oil rich region of the 
Caspian. The Chechnyan separatists maintained that the men, who 
were installing a telecommunication system, were spies. A video tape 
of the four men “dressed in military fatigues” taken before hostages 
were beheaded in Chechnya, showed Mr. Kennedy, the group’s 
translator, saying in Russian, “We have been recruited by the English 
intelligence service. We installed a satellite aerial so that all telephone 
conversations on Chechen territory were heard by German, English 
and Israeli special services and the Central Intelligence Agency.” 

Sir Andrew Wood, the British Ambassador to Moscow responded to 
the allegation, “We don’t comment on these things in general. But any 
reasonable analysis would show that we have no wish to spy on Chechen 
territory.” Though as noted in relation to the area’s importance geo-
politically, this is not true.

At least one of the men, Darren Hickey, had previously served in the 
military in the Royal Signals Corps, the traditional training ground for 
those employed in Elint (electronic intelligence), while Peter Kennedy 
is known to have lived in Hereford (the SAS home town). In turn, while 
the Foreign Office repeatedly stressed that the men had been warned 
of the dangers, documents show that the FO had also approached 
Granger to raise the issue of the two British aid workers, Camilla Carr 
and Jon James, who were kidnapped in 1997 while running a Quaker-
funded orphanage in Grozny, indicating “that any information about 
their whereabouts would be welcome”. The proposal was referred to 
in correspondence between the FO’s Eastern Division and Granger in 
a letter, dated 13th August 1998, the FO desk officer wrote: “As part 
of our efforts to secure the safe release of Camilla Carr and Jon James, 
we have had frequent, if so far relatively unproductive, contacts with 
the Chechen leadership.  As one of the very small number of British 
companies involved in Chechnya and having first-hand knowledge 
of the capital, we would welcome your views on the potential for 
investment.” The letter then asked for views...

Continued on next page
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Beyond the Rubicon - Continued

...regarding contacts, “considered to be movers and shakers”. 
Discarding that the language in the letter is littered with spy jargon, 
for example the use of the word ‘investment’ to describe target of 
intelligence recruitment, the letter clearly contradicts Sir Wood’s 
statement that England had no wish to spy  (DEAD ENGINEERS 
WERE INTELLIGENCE “ASSETS” Intelligence, N. 92, 25 January 
1999, p. 24).

It is probably fair to say that the men were not spies (though one 
SAS source would respond to a question on whether any of these men 
were ex-SAS, by answering, “Who says they were ex?” (but without 
directly enlightening me as to what he meant by that comment, I have 
chosen to interpret the remark as a wind up), like the aid workers in 
Kosovo however, they may have been employed as ‘assets’ to assist 
intelligence gathering. During APEC 1999, in N.Z., Chechnya was one 
of the prime subjects discussed between Clinton and the new Prime 
Minister, Vladimir Putin.
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Today, the U.S. foreign policy critic, William Blum, has alleged that 
ACPC’s principal source of funds, the NED is engaged in Iran Contra-
like activities intended to destabilise regimes disfavored by the U.S. 
government and includes campaigns in Bulgaria and Albania (Killing 
Hope: US Military and CIA Interventions Since World War II,   by 
William Blum, Common Courage Press, Monroe, Maine 1995). 
Certainly it is without doubt that the NED can be tracked as having 
played a significant role in the 2004 presidential election in Ukraine, 
the so called, Orange Revolution. 

In an article in the Washington Post, NED director, Nadia Diuk, 
acknowledges that there was a controversy surrounding the 
involvement of the NED: “Some have sought to portray the events in 
Ukraine as orchestrated in the West, a model executed with the support 
of Western pro-democracy foundations”. Comparing this to similar 
recent interventions in Slovakia, Serbia and Georgia, she writes, 
“Some commentators believe that the similarity of their actions proves 
they are part of a U.S.-sponsored plot, an effort to extend American 
influence throughout the world.” 

It was of course, the NED, as now mentioned on several occasions, 
that played a significant role in raising funds for arms (Soviet Bloc 
style small arms), in secret for anti communist armies in Africa, South 
America, Afghanistan and Asia. Closer to home, the NED was used by 
a number of host organisations to try and sway influence: this includes 
the Pacific Democratic Union, which Allen helped set up with N.Z.’s 
own National party, “the Union was partly funded by the U.S.’s so 
called Project Democracy or the National Endowment for Democracy 
(NED), which operated a worldwide American covert action program to 
influence political outcomes in line with the objectives of U.S. foreign 
policy. During the eighties, Project Democracy funded overseas trips 
for some national party members.”  (Covert Warrior Comes Out of the 
Cold – Dennis Small, converge.org.nz - see also TV1 News 19.2.1987 
and TVNZ Eye Witness Feb 1987 see also Wellington Pacific Report 
and Wellington Confidential issues through out 1987  for influence of 
U.S. Neo-con organisations in anti-nuclear debate).
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Members of Project Democracy were also caught holding secret 
meetings in N.Z. with National MP’s Brian Talbot and Hugh 
Templeton, of arms firms SM Andrews - the parent firm for the 
New Zealand outfit, Minerva. The National party had, in fact, been 
planning to invite Allen, who they described “as a good friend”, over 
for their 50th birthday, until “obvious embarrassment”, according to 
the press, set in over Allen’s role in alleged kick backs, “resulted in 
non-appearance at the National Party conference at the last moment.” 
(Covert Warrior Comes Out of the Cold, Dennis Small - converge.
org.nz  see also TV1 News 19.2.1987 and TVNZ Eye Witness Feb 
1987).

It had been at secret meetings all across the Western sphere of 
influence, that Project Democracy had, in secret, raised political 
support, logistical help, and finances to fund, and more importantly 
arm (with Soviet bloc weapons), an armada of secret battalions, from 
the boy soldiers of RENAMO in Africa (financed by the likes of James 
Blanchard, Wharekauhau Lodge, N.Z.), to the Contras in Nicaragua, 
and the Mujahedin in Afghanistan. These funds, which the Kerry 
Committee documented, also included in part, money from money 
lauders and drug traffickers, the kind of people that Allen is very well 
acquainted with. 

Dennis Small reminds us that Allen was involved with Robert Vesco 
(also linked to Panama’s dictator Manuel Noriega, who used BCCI to 
launder his drug money), “in a bizarre effort” to “wrest control of the 
Azores islands from Portugal and turn them into a tax free haven for 
financial pirates”, something which Vesco had been attempting to set 
up since his failed coup in the Tongan Island of Minerva since 1971.

• Vesco’s backers in Minerva turned out to be the American - South 
Vietnamese funded Phoenix coup, also responsible for an attempted 
coup in Vanuatu in the late 70’s, where the plotters also hoped to set 
up a tax free haven suitable for money laundering.

 
Small continues, “The murky Azores affair comprised a ‘mixture 
of national security and greed, and Richard V. Allen was common 

Page 244



denominator to both’ [Covert Action Bulletin 10.1980, p42]. Allen 
had personal investments in the Azores and acted as a highly paid 
consultant for other investors such as Vesco”. Small noted that other 
participants included, William Colby (CIA director and Nugan Hand’s 
lawyer); Vernon Walter, another friend of Allen’s, who had a role in 
several CIA coups in Italy and Chile; and Frank Carlucci, now of the 
Carlyle Group. “Basically the affair was an attempt at a ‘Euro fascist 
secessionist coup’” [The Iran Contra Connection: ‘Secret Teams and 
Covert Operations in the Reagan Era’, By John Marshall, South End 
press 1987 -  see also The Fall River Conspiracy, Fred Strasser and 
Brian McTigue, Boston Press 1978 and ‘The Great Heroin Coup’, 
Boston Press 1980). “Screw democracy, just as long as everyone gets 
their cut of the action”, proved to be the mantra of this particular bunch 
of the usual suspects yet again. 

The book, ‘The Iran Contra Connection’ also notes that Robert Vesco 
was involved in illegal campaign contributions originating from 
Taiwan, at the same time that Allen was placed under surveillance by 
the CIA for the sort of contributions which were flooding into Nixon’s 
election campaign from Taiwan, from the sort of factions now found 
(through their economic clout), to be calling the shots in Beijing, and 
whose own U.S. made arms come via Israel, in much the same way 
that arms for the Islamic forces in Chechnya can be found passing 
through Saudi Arabia. 
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The Great Game

In the 1990’s, U.S. stingers that were used in Afghanistan in the 
eighties, made their way into Chechnya via Saudi Arabia. 

In 1991, French intelligence monitored a meeting at the home of 
Adnan Khashoggi, where Khashoggi , Alexander Voloshin, Yeltsin 
Chief of staff Anton Surikov, a senior officer “formerly with Russian 
Special Forces”; and Shamil Basayev, a radical Muslim, were said to 
be in attendance. Alexander Voloshin is described as “an outspoken 
supporter of the United States”. Khashoggi denied he attended the 
meeting (but seemed to have no problem with the fact that a meeting 
was held at his villa). Anton Surikov, when questioned by reporters, 
claimed that he hadn’t traveled abroad in years and “especially not to 
France.”  Public record however, shows that he was in Washington, 
D.C., only months before, where he met with Yuri Maslyukov, Russia’s 
deputy prime minister, and Michel Camdessus, managing director of 
the IMF. 

At a subsequent meeting (date unknown), also secretly monitored by 
French intelligence, Saudi billionaires were observed meeting with the 
financial representatives of Al-Qaeda. According to French terrorism 
expert, Jean-Charles Brisard, and reporter, Greg Palast, about 20 
people attended this meeting, including the head of Saudi intelligence, 
Prince Turki al-Faisal, an unnamed brother of Bin Laden, and a 
representative from the Saudi Defence Ministry. Participants are 
said to have agreed that Osama Bin Laden should be rewarded for 
promoting Wahhabism (an austere form of Islam that requires literal 
interpretation of the Koran), in Chechnya and Bosnia. Palast also 
claims the notorious Saudi billionaire, Adnan Khashoggi, attended 
this meeting as well. (Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 29.10 2003, 
Democracy Now!, 4.3.2003, Fifth Estate 29.10 2003, Greg Palast 2002 
Star-Tribune (Minneapolis), 16.8.2002, Slate 124.12.00, Slate 14.1101,  
Slate 12.303 Santa Fe New Mexican, 20.2.2003) 

In 1991, in an alternative account posted on the ACPC website, Islamic 
militants from forces within Chechnya, moved into neighboring 
Dagestan, a Pro-democracy (read western backed) state. ACPC 
claimed that a classified Russian military intelligence publication 
(which it however does not name), had stated that this military push 
was arranged at the same meeting described by Palast and Brisard. 

...Continued on next page
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The Great Game - Continued

...In this account, Anton Surikov is described as “a former GRU 
officer” (military intelligence), who helped direct Basayev’s Islamic 
activities in Abkhazia in the early 1990’s. The ACPC site claims that 
Voloshin is said to have handed Shamil Basayev $10 million, “a sum 
fully compatible with the costs of a small war”. The ACPC inference 
was that it was the Russians who lay behind the Chechen based 
terrorism. This view, though using unsubstantiated material (to add 
on to existing facts in the public record), is not entirely without merit, 
with the exception that it does not explain Khashoggi and James 
Baker’s role in setting up the Caucasian Commonwealth Investment 
Bank in 1997, which now fills the same role as BCCI, by destabilising 
the Soviet sphere of influence, by dragging Russia into its own Vietnam, 
by backing Islamic guerillas.

In the mid-nineties, Richard Secord was found operating under ‘cover’ 
of the U.S. Saudi backed MEGA Oil, which was being used to fund 
Caucasian, Mujahedin, and train the U.S. future allies in the ‘War on 
Terrorism’. Robert McFarlane, yet another Iran Contra ‘Frat’ brat, 
was reportedly running U.S. intelligence assets out of Afghanistan, as 
fellow ‘contra quarterback’, Colonel Oliver North, likewise resurfaced 
in the region, where he is reported as also having been involved in 
training the U.S.’s future allies in the ‘War on Terrorism’. 

In 1997, Khashoggi introduced James Baker the III, former U.S. 
Secretary of State and Secretary of Treasury, to the head of the 
Chechnya Secret Service, Ahmed Noukhaev (co-founder of the 
Caucasian Commonwealth Investment Bank).
 
In September 1999, the bombing of apartment blocks in Moscow 
infuriated the Russian populace in a manner similar to America’s 
response after 9/11. Boris Yeltsin blamed Chechen terrorists as 
responsible. This claim was denied by Chechen leader, Shamil Basayev 
(who later claimed responsibility for the Beslan School Massacre in 
2004), who stated, “We never kill civilians”. The view is echoed by 
the Russian Press, which was then owned by the western-leaning 
oil oligarchies, who suggested that it was Russia’s secret police (the 
FSB), who were responsible for the Moscow attacks. “It would not 
have happened if somebody in the Russian political elite did not want 
them”, Novaya Gazeta voiced on January 24, 2000. The problem is

...Continued on next page
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The Great Game - Contined

...that even if this is true,  Russia’s ‘political elite’ were so deeply 
divided between those wanting to follow the road of economic reform, 
and those who were wishing to return to the road of Soviet style 
nationalistic politics, that each side has ‘agents’ in the other side’s 
camp.

On September 23 1999, Russia began bombing Chechnya - the second 
Russo-Chechen war had begun. 

On September 11th 2001, James Baker was reported in the press 
as having watched the attack on the Twin Towers with members of 
Bin Laden’s clan. Carlyle Group is the world’s largest private equity 
firm (more than $12 billion in assets including extensive interest in 
the military industrial complex). Post 9/11, Baker was hired by the 
Saudi’s to defend a trillion-dollar lawsuit brought by the families of 
the 9/11 victims. 

After the Beslan Massacre, Russia claimed that the Ukraine’s Orange 
Revolution and Georgia’s Tulip Revolution were orchestrated by 
“Western” backed oligarchies. This claim was  repeated in the 1995 
allegation of Pakistani Prime Minister, Benazir Bhutto, following the 
assassination attempt by Yousef Ramzi. Ramzi is the master mind of 
the 1993 attack on the World Trade Centre. Bhutto’s allegation was 
that it was these forces who were the real backers of the Mujahedin 
(backed by BCCI), in Afghanistan and Pakistan, who were “more 
interested in oil than Islam”. 

In 2006, Putin, following the 2006 G8 summit, made it increasingly clear 
that he was not that far off from his ‘cold war day’ contemporaries, 
in how he viewed the West. His view was shaped in no small part 
by western reformists, who charged ahead without any attempt at 
giving the Russian people what Lange had once referred to as an 
‘economic tea break’, during the IMF backed privatisation policies of 
Rogernomics. In response, Washington based Political Action Groups, 
backed by individuals with extensive interests in America’s military 
industrial complex,  advocated a policy that if implemented, would 
equate to being a modern version of the siege of Leningrad, the goal 
- to cut Russia from its traditional source of food and fuel.

...Continued on next page
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The Great Game - Continued

...As to the truth, one writer has correctly noted that, “it is like entering 
a labyrinth, where nobody spoke the truth or divulged their real 
motives or interests”, the same author notes, “Even gaining access to 
the real players in the game was difficult, because policy was not being 
driven by politicians and diplomats, but by the secretive oil companies 
and intelligence services of the regional states.” [Rashid 2001]. 

Allen’s interests also extended to another Neo-con institute, the 
Committee for Present Danger, which Allen helped revive in 1976 
(Allen is not a member of CPDIII), what Small calls “the main 
driving force behind Reagan Administration assumption and exercise 
of power”, which Allen had contended I had stated in my article to 
mean, “that the Hoover Institution is tied to the Committee on Present 
Danger…charged with the task of overseeing a secret military build 
up”. Allen would reply in rebuttal, that the “Hoover Institution was 
not and is not tied to the Committee on Present Danger”,  which Allen 
describes as a “private non- government bipartisan organisation, 
devoted to the study of foreign policy and national security issues 
created in 1976, and dissolved roughly ten years ago. The Committee 
never had anything to do with a ‘secret military build up’. Any such 
allegations made in ‘DEADLINE’, were false”   

Yet, while Allen may claim that the CPD is ‘not tied’ to the Hoover 
Institute, this is simply not true. A number of writers can testify, 
including Small and Nixon that there are a host of right wing or 
‘Neo-con action committees and think-tanks, which are tied to each 
other by an overlap of personnel’ and mindset, found within such 
related committees and think tanks. The website, Right Web, ‘The 
architecture of Power that Challenge our world’, clearly shows this 
to be the case, with just under 25% of the CPD’s current 41 members 
involved or having been involved with the Hoover Institute. While 
Allen may term it a “bipartisan” organisation, more than 46 members 
of CPD advised Reagan’s transition team, with more than thirty-three 
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receiving appointments in Reagan’s first term, including 12 of them 
(including Allen), who were assigned national security postings.

There have in fact been three CPD’s, the first formed in the 1950’s, 
designed to generate public support for a secret national security 
memorandum NSC-68, “a top secret national security document aimed 
at a huge military build up for the purposes of rolling back communist 
influence and attaining and maintaining U.S. military supremacy in 
the world” (rightweb.irc-online.org). Obviously, if the build up was to 
have been public, then there would have been no need to classify the 
memo ‘top secret’. 

CPD II, or ‘Team B’ also advocated U.S. military supremacy and 
opposed arms limitations treaties. Right Web, quoting Jerry Sanders 
(Peddlers of Crisis) notes that  “elites of such impeccable pedigree 
ordinarily work behind the scenes, preferring collegial persuasion 
within executive councils far from the public eye.” Team B members, 
by their involvement in a number of political action committees 
which supported the aims of the National Endowment for Democracy 
(Project Democracy), by definition, show their support of NED goals, 
which included the secret arming of contras and the secret arming of 
the Mujahedin, a process which can be defined as nothing but a covert 
arms program. A secret build up of non-conventional units designed 
by covert operations to engage the Soviets in a war by proxy, not 
dissimilar to the war the Soviet Union is currently involved with in 
Chechnya right now.

CPD II was dissolved in the late 70’s, but it was brought out of 
mothballs in June 2004 as CPD III, and is said to have aspirations not 
dissimilar to those of CPD I and CPD II; that Allen does not know 
this (in light of how many members of the ACPC are also members of 
CPD III), is simply surprising.
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Fire In The Hole (The Conclusion)

Summary: There are eleven chapters in this book. The first eight 
chapters deal with more than thirteen case studies, built around people 
known to be involved in some form of arms trade, either as consumers 
or suppliers (sometimes both), that are believed to have come to N.Z.

Chapter Nine looks at N.Z.’s links to money laundering, by exploring 
cases of intelligence facilitated money laundering said to have occurred 
in the Pacific within the last three decades.

The tenth chapter examines N.Z.’s connections to people known to 
be involved in the Western Intelligence community, and/or the ‘war 
on terrorism’, who either live in N.Z. or visit N.Z., and how in many 
cases, these same people have or will financially benefit from wars in 
general via their involvement in the military industrial-complex trade. 
It also examines N.Z.’s own role in the ‘war on terrorism’ and the 
degree to which our involvement is being withheld from the public.     

The final Chapter (Chapter 11) uses the history of one man, Richard 
V. Allen, to provide some understanding of the geo-politics behind the 
arms trade. I use Allen to again highlight the N.Z. connections to the 
sort of ‘games’ and people who wage war on terrorism, while they in 
reality, are just lining their own pockets. The sort of people who have 
been drawn to N.Z. in the last decade and the sort of people, who from 
the 80’s to the present day might be responsible for drawing  New 
Zealand into a shadowy world, built on such fine words as ‘patriotism’, 
but fuelled at its raw source by pure and simple greed, the desire to get 
your slice of the action.

These are the reasons why I believe the allegations as first made by Paul 
White in 1992 before his death, that N.Z. firms and N.Z. politicians 
have been involved in money laundering, should be taken seriously 
and examined further. These are the reasons why, more importantly, 
we should treat the accusations that N.Z. firms and N.Z. politicians 
have links to the international black market arms dealers, with the due 
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consideration they deserve. 

These cases, when looked at in their entirety, also answer why I 
believe ‘DEADLINE’ was warranted when we posed the question (as 
opposed to an allegation) as to whether Richard V. Allen has come 
to N.Z. with an agenda which may be harmful to our own national 
security interests; whether his investment in N.Z. is not beneficial, but 
in fact a clear and present danger. 

The same is true for other foreign investors of a similar persuasion, who 
like Allen, have a record of serial involvement in covert operations (that 
extend from arms deals, money laundering, extortion, drug trafficking, 
conflict of interests, assassination); involvement in attempted or 
proposed coups; a history of being part of administrations with a 
proven track record for attempting to interfere with sovereign foreign 
governments; with a proven disregard for the laws of government, 
theirs and others.

On the basis that the common denominators to be found, in relation to 
the backgrounds of the thirteen visitors cited in the first eight chapters, 
are their links to; the Iran Contra scheme (the plan to arm insurgents 
to implement foreign policy via covert means); BCCI a bank closely 
associated with the Iran Contra affair; and/or links to Adnan Khashoggi, 
who acted as an agent for both BCCI and the Iran Contra covert arms 
pipeline, I believe there are legitimate questions in need of further 
investigation. However, the job of the investigative journalist is over, 
and it is time for the appropriate authorities to step in and follow-up on 
the questions that have been raised by me and many others.
 
The fact that Richard V. Allen points out that the original brains 
behind the meeting which may have begun this entire escapade 
(according to numerous writers who have studied this affair), was 
arranged “ostensibly” by Senator John Tower, the man charged with 
investigating the ultimate executives, George H. Bush and Ronald 
Reagan, does nothing but endorse this point even further in the final 
conclusion. It cannot be stressed enough that had Bush and Reagan 
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been held accountable, secret policies such as Project Democracy 
may not have been engineered; and perhaps then the profound effects 
of these covert programs, felt worldwide – even as far away as New 
Zealand –would not have occurred.

Project Democracy was an organisation known to have accepted 
money from drug-trafficers, money-launderers and arms dealers, 
whose immunity from prosecution allowed them to destabilise entire 
geographic regions. In deed Project Democracy has backed the very 
same terrorists that gave birth to 9/11 and led to the War on Terrorism 
been fought today by the same genius behind Project Democracy who 
can be now be found lining their own pockets from profit of a war 
machine which would not have need be built in the first place had they 
obeyed the laws of their own land set up to prohibit such foolery. 

Two decades on the core building blocks of this horrible machine are 
still active today and are represented by many of the same personnel 
associated with the Iran Contra affair, who are recognised as active in 
government and having influential roles in the nature in which their 
own nations are run. Individual who look like they are have learnt 
not one thing from the past Iran Contra fiasco. To put it bluntly, what 
we’re dealing with here folks, is a clear and unavoidable case of the 
‘Usual Suspects’. Just how many times do the same people have to 
pull off the same stupid and dangerous scams before it is deemed 
unacceptable - before you say ‘enough is enough’?

At what point do you stop pretending that nothing is going on, and at 
what point, having identified your targets, do you return fire? 
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11. Guns of L (Christopher Harder)
Guoliang Yang (General)
Guojun, Zhao (Admiral)
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Hoover Institute (Neocon think tank)
House Robert (Ex SADF officer)
Howse Gavin (Captain - NZ director of Defence Security and Intelligence) 
Hudson Institute (Neo Con think tank)
Hamas (terrorist organisation)
Hauraki Tony (NZSAS)
Henry Duke (NZSAS)
Hezbollah (terrorist organisation)
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Holmes Paul (media goblin)
Horowitz Michael (Neo Con)
Hostages (Iran revolution)
-Doomed rescue attempt
-Cancelled second mission
Hickey Darren (alleged spy)
Huang John (Chinese spy)
Huka Lodge (Small Luxury Resorts of the World)
Human Rights Watch
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Kagan Robert (US Neo Con)
Kahn Abdul Qader Dr (Pakistans nukes)
Kaplan, David E (Yakuza:Underworld)
Karni, Asher (arms dealer) 
Kennedy, Peter
Khan Humayun (arms trafficker)
Khan Abdul Qader Dr (father of Pakistan nuclear bomb)
Khashoggi, Adnan (arms dealer)
Khashoggi Mohammed
Kimmis Leigh, Scott (money launder)
Kid, Michael
Kiriyenko Sergi (Russian PM)
Kholod, Lenoid
Kerry Committee
Kiss The Boys Goodbye (David Guyatt)
Knight Jon, Lt Colonel (NZSAS)
Knight,? (NZSAS)
Kroll Associates (Business intelligence consultants)
Kumaran Padmanathan (Arms dealer – also KP) 
Kwintey Jonathan (Crimes of the Patiots)
Kwyrk Abertus (South African drug dealer –Special Forces)
Lange, David (NZ PM)
Lee Wayne (dead crewman on Grand LeBleu)
Leeden Michael (US right wing lobbyist)
Leponte Leon, General (NZ visit)

Page 261



Libercell
Liberia
Libya 
Liem Sioe Liong
Lippo Group
Locke Keith (NZ MP)
Lock Heed Martin (US Military Contractors)
Loftus John
Lord of War (Andrew Niccol)
LTTE (see Tamil Tigers)
Lumbung Sumber Rejeki Group
McElwee Lou (lawyer)
McCullum Neal, Dr
Mcdermott John (TVNZ)
McFarlane Robert (Lt Colonel – Iran Contra)
Mc Ivor, Don (NZSIS Director)
McMillan, Hamilton (security consultant)
McVickers Robert
Mace David (Ernst & Young)
Mace Consulting
Maher Peter (NZ Army Intelligence).
Mahfouz, BCCI Sheik Khalid Bin (WFF 1001)
Maohai Zhan (Major General)
Mair Peter (Rakon Director)
Maktabalkhidmat lil Myhadin al Arab (Maktab)
Malcom Aussie (NZ MP)
Mandala Nusantara B.V
Madsen, Wayne
Megga Oil
Meldrum Bruce (Major General)
Members Service Corp
Mercenaries (see PMC)
MeesPierson Trust. 
Meurant Ross (NZ MP)
MI6 (British intelligence)
Milbrook
Milnes Jonathan 
Milford Tourism
Minerva (see also SM Andrews)
Misbin Harvey (see also Southern World Air ways)
Minin Lenoid (Arms dealer)
Money Laundering
Morgan Deanne (Tyco)
Mount Rosa (Queenstown Winery)
Monzer, Al Kassar (arms dealer)
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Morgantheu Robert (District Attorney)
Morris David 
Morrisey Lockton (former Australian Solider CARE)
Mozambique (Angola)
Mr Asia (NZ drug syndicate)
Mujahedin (Islamic Volunteers)
Muslim Brigades (Islamic Mercenaries)
Muslim Brother Hood (terrorist organisation)
Muldoon Robert (NZ PM)
Muller Robert (FBI Director) 
Munk Peter (WWF 1001 Khashoggi’s partner)
National Credit Bank of Moscow
National Endowment for Democracy (Neocon political action comitee)
Nazi’s
-Nazi Red Cross link
Neales, Sue 
Neo Cons (US right wing lobbyists) 
Netherlands
-Bernhard Prince of Netherlands
Netherlands Institute for War Documentation 
Newbold Greg (NZ criminologists)
New Zealand Customs
New Zealand Police
New Zealand Security Intelligence Service (NZSIS) 
New Zealand Special Air Service (NZSAS)
New Yorker
Nidal Abu (terrorist - western intelligence asset)
13. Noriega Manuell (see also BCCI)
North Oliver (Colonel)
Northern South Land Transport
Nugan Hand Bank (arms drug laundering bank)
Nugan Frank (Nugan Hand director)
Nukhaev, Ahmed (head of Chechnya Secret Service)
Oatley, Michael (MI6 Agent)
October Surprise
Ona Francis
Onix Security (PMC/Mercenary)
Optech International (Oscilliscopes)
Operation Lock (arms supply mercenary recruitment)
Operation Paper Clip (US secret immunity for Nazi war criminals)
Operation Polar Cap (US Money Laundering Investigation)
OPEC
Orange Revolution
Orlovka
Osama Bin Laden
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Osha
Osmium 187
Oscillator (nuclear weapons component)
Oscilliscopes (nuclear weapons component)
Ostrovsky, Victor (See Other Side of Deception)
Ostend Watch
Ostend (Netherland’s base arms trafficking hub)
O’sullivan, Fran
Otene ‘Buzz’ (SNCO NZSAS)
Other Side of Deception (Ostrovsky Victor)
Out of Control (Leslie Cockburn)
Pacific Express (see Spitz Simon)
Pallister David
Papua New Guinea
Paradise Conspiracy
Parsky Gerald (former US Secretary)
Paterson Howard (Dunedin Businessman)
P2
Pagoda Squads
14.Pat O’Brian 
Papua New Guinea
Paterson Howard
15. Peddlers of Crisis (**)
Petronas (Malaysian State Oil)
Perle, Richard (Neo Con)
Phoenix Air 
Phoenix Aviation
Phoenix Foundation
Palmer Stephen (Editor Presto)
Pebble, Richard (NZ MP)
Poland
Port Otago
Potts Matthew (Shield Investigations)
Prabowo Titiek
Green Field Consultancy
Pratt Steven, Major (spy)
Prawiro, Loka Manyan
Prawiro, Dr Radius
Presto 
Prime International (Islamabad – nuclear arms trafficking)
Prime International (NZ – alleged arms trafficking)
Project Democracy (Covert arms program see also NED)
Prokbank (Russian Tax bank)
Private Military Contractors (PMC see also Mercenaries)
PT Mandala Nusantara 
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PT Semen Cibinong 
PT Astra International. (Salim Group). 
PT Inti Indosawit, 
PT Lippo Land Development  
PT Inti Indosawit. (Salim Group).
PT Satelindo 
Putin, Vladimir (President)
Qarase Laisennia (Fiji PM)
Queenstown
Queenstown Steamer Wharf Casino
Quintex (arms to Fiji – Iran Contra)
Rakon (weapons component manufacture)
Ramzi Yousef
Red Cross
Reagan, Ronald (US President)
Reagan, Bush and Right wing Politics: Elite Think Tanks, (Phillip Burch)
RENAMO
Rhodesia (see also Zimbabwe)
Riady
-James
-Mochter
Richardson Ruth (NZ PM)
Richwhite Investments
Richwhite, David
Rito Tito Zinc
Rivera, Mike 
Roberts Neil (TVNZ CEO)
Robinson, Jeffrey (The Laundry Men)
Rockwell International (US military contractors)
Rolleston Humphrey (Christchurch Businessman)
Rowland Tiny (WWF 1001 member). 
Royal Dutch Shell
Royal NZ Air Force (links to Southern Air Transport)
Rupet, Anto Dr –Rothmans (WWF1001)
Ruprah Sanjivan
Russia
Russian Mafia
Russell McVeagh
Salim Group
Sanders, Jack (see James Stubb)
Sandline
Sampson Anthony (Arms Bizarre)
Sarajevo (Bosnia)
Sandline
SAS Trading Warsaw Ltd (Arms firm)
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Saudi Arabia
Saxena Rakesh (BCCI)
‘Scoop’ (Chandler Phillip – Mountain Scene)
Scale Geo H 
Srebrenica (Bosnia)
Secord Richard, General (Air America)
Secret Warriors (Steven Emerson)
Security pacifc National Bank
Seaward John (Wing Commander)
13.Sfeir, Antoine 
Shackley Theodore (Bond Ghost)
14. Sheraton Denararu (Fiji)
Sheraton/ Vaimaanga (Cook Islands)
Shexia Zheng (Lieutenant General) 
Shinawatra Thaksin (Thai PM)
Sick Gary (October Surprise Whistle blower)
Siddik Firdaus
Sierra Leone (arms deals)
Silberman Laurence (US Congressman) 
Simpson, Ced (Amnesty International Director)
Singapore Technologies Ltd
Sixty Minutes
Skeggs Clifford Sir
Sky Air Cargo ( Excutive Outcomes)
Small, Denis
Small Luxury Resorts of the World
SM Andrews (arms dealer)
Smith Gilbert Sir (NZSIS Director -WWF 1001)
Smith Lyndsey (NZSIS Director)
Smolenski, Graham
Soich, Karen (‘Ms Asia’)
Solomon Islands 
Sons of Gawalia
South Africa
South African Defence Force 
-32 ‘Buffalo’ Battalion the Reconnaissance Commandos
- Koevoet’ (‘The Crowbar)
-South African Civil Cooperation Bureau (CCB) 
Southern Basin NZ (allegations of large oil reserves)
Air Transport (CIA Contractors)
Southern World Air Ways (drug)
Soukhine, Alexander (Ex KGB)
Speight, Nicholas (NZ Solider)
Speight George (would be dictator)
Spicer Tim Lt Colonel Mercenary)
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Spitz, Simon (Gun Runner)
Spook (allegations of arms trafficking)
Stafor (security consultants)
Standford Trish
Steele Patrick (Abu Nidal This Gun for Hire)
Stinger Missiles (US made)
Stone Mike (US Casino operator)
Sturt Charles (Serious Fraud Office Director)
Su 30 jet fighter jets (offered to NZ & Thailand)
Subianto General Prabowo
Suharto 
- Tommy
- Hai, Major General (Dictator)
- Queenstown – NZ investments.
Stubbs, James (see also Sanders)
Sylvester Moise (arms drug dealer)
Symantecs
Syria
TEES (Tactical Explosive Entry School)
Talboys Brian (NZ MP)
Tamraz, Roger (BCCI front man)
Task Force 157 (US Intelligence - Black Opts) 
Tasmanian Jockeys Association
Taylor Chales (Dictator) 
Tatemono, Tokyo, Co. (Millrook)
Templeton Hugh (NZ MP)
Tenet, George (CIA Director)
Tektronics (arms trafficking)
Thatchers Gold (Halloran Paul)
The Arms Bazaar (Anthony Sampson)
17. The Arms Fixers (***)
The Book of Leaks (Brian Toohey)
The Asian Racing Association 
The Crimes of The patriot (Jonathan Kwitney)
The Dominion
The Evening Post
The Guardian
The Holy Land Foundation
15.The Iran Contra Affair 
The International Relief Organisation
The Laundrymen (Jeffrey Robinson)
The Man Who Declared War on America,(Yousef Bodansky) 
The Milan Islamic Culture Institute 
The New York Post
The Outlaw bank (Jonathan Beatty)
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The Paradise Conspiracy (Ian Wishart)
The Rise and Fall and Flight of Brierley Investments (Tony Williams) 
The Washington Post
The World Assembly of Islamic Youth
Think Big
Thomas Chris
Tigers Tamil (LTTE)
Titan 1 Investments 
Tiwai Point (arms allegations)
Tonga
Top Cape Technolgy
Too Corporation (Millbrook)
Toohey, Brian (Book of Leaks)
Towers, John (US Senator)
Towers Commission
Trade NZ 
Trading In Death (James Adams)
Trans Diesel 
Tulip Revolution
Tyco (Security Consultants)
Trojan Holdings 
Ukraine
Unacol (Afghanistan Pipe Line)
University of Colombia Journalist Review 
United Nations
United Nations Humanitarian aid (front for gun running)
UR82008
UK (also England)
US (also USA or America)
USAID
URENCO
Van Heeren Alexander P 
Vanuatu
Vaea, Baron (PM of Tonga) 
Valkry  
Van Hereen, Alexander P
Vesco Robert
Voloshin, Alexander (Russian general)
Walker, William (alleged CIA agent
Wallach John (October Surprise)
16. Waihopai (NZ Elint Station)
Walter Peak
Wannina, Zhang (General)
War on Terror
Whatuira, Ken(NZSAS SNCO) 
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Wharekauhau (Small Luxury Resorts of the World)
White Paul
Williams, Tony
Wishart Ian (Journalist see also The Paradise Conspiracy)
Wilkes Owen (Security Issue Specialist)
Williams, Owen (Admiral)
Williams, Tony (The Rise and Fall and Flight of Brierley Investments )
Wine box Inquiry
Wolfe Hank (American Computer Security Specialist)
Wood Andrew Sir (British Ambassador to Moscow)
Woods Richard (NZSIS Director) 
Wormald
Winston Peters (NZ MP)
Wolofowitz, Paul (Neocon)
Woods, Richard (SIS director)
Woolsey, James (Former CIA Director)
World Trade Centre
World Wild Life Fund (WWF)
Xado
Xtra Enterprises
Yakuza 
Yakuza: Japan’s Criminal Underworld
Yemen
Young Warren
Yoran, Amit
Zimbabwe (see also Rhodesia)
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